Visual Studies (Studio day) 22nd Oct 
Whole group

Screen drawing and imagery 


During todays session, you will:
Prepare images in readiness for screen printing in the coming weeks.

You will select images from your own visual research and explore the methods used to create a design that is suitable for use with a silk screen-mesh size 49T.  

Screen positives (technical name for the artwork that you create to be exposed as a finished design onto your silk screen) need to be created carefully and in the correct way.  As always there is more than one way to create a screen positive, but there are some basic rules that you must follow.  
· The positive needs to be pure black and white, no grey or halftone.  This is due to the coarse nature of textiles screens which are usually (49T – 49 threads per inch) in the textiles print room.  The coarse nature of the mesh means that they will hold limited information.  
· The black area of the screen positive will become the final print.
· The white area is usually formed from 90gm paper (available in the store) or photocopy/ print outs.  (check the quality of the print, it should be solid opaque black for successful exposure).
· When hand rendering a screen positive the same rules apply, use a 90gm paper and a good quality black pen.  It is really useful to but yourself a selection of good quality black pens, with a range of nibs to achieve the different qualities of line, these will make your final screen positives visually exciting.

At the current stage in this project you already have a number of ideas/ images that may be suitable for use as a screen positive. 

During the session we will…
Draw a design onto 90gm paper 

Trace artwork (in light pencil, which we will rub out later) from your ongoing visual enquiry onto the 90gm paper (be playful, consider misaligned, layered, ordered, multiples, gridded explorations).  Work with unexpected scale and pattern.  See the examples provided

You will need to make decisions on what areas you wish to make black and those that you wish to leave white.  
To do this you can create solid areas of black, fill some spaces with grids, lines, characters, dots, pattern etc
Consider the space next door, what will be your next move? if you already have a solid shape, will you use pattern in the next space?

Remember lines can be vertical, horizontal and at angles, they may be thick or thin, dashed or solid.

Use my suggested template for working 3 different designs…edge to edge, placement and your own choice.

And another thing…try scanning them for digital explorations!


We also need to prepare for a worst case scenario, should we end up back in a bigger, longer lockdown again.

We are providing you with a bit of material stuff for taking home, but also need to cut out some cloth and paper before we leave.

Use the pattern pieces provided to cut some garment shapes for using to facilitate the new Major Studies A1 brief.  These can be extended if you wish to add length.  

You will also need to think about the additions, such as pockets, collars and cuffs, we don’t have pieces for these so are asking you to invent and create your own…we are only hinting at what could happen, not creating and actual garment.  

Think about the idea as a fashion flats, lots of layered pieces of cloth that will be placed together to hint at scale and placement of pattern. 


Please take your bundle with you, you can always bring it back and it will be useful throughout the project when we are in and out.  
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