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Before reviewing of the book, I would like to have a brief introduction about the editor: Thomas Banchoff is vice president for global engagement at Georgetown University and professor in the Department of Government and Walsh School of Foreign Service. He serves as a senior fellow in the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs, which he led as founding director from 2006 to 2017(1). 
This book under review is a logical confluence of some key elements of the authors’ research, in particular, challenges of religious pluralism, interaction of religions and politics, human rights dynamics related with religious dimensions. Besides having a profound elaboration of religious pluralism and the politics of a global cloning ban (chapter11), Thomas Banchoff also makes a fascinating introduction, which sets out the scope of the book and explains a macrograph of the relationships amongst religious pluralism, globalisation and politics and its pertinence related with every chapter. Likewise, it does contain several pages that recount the editor’s own involvement in this field.
In the introduction, Thomas Banchoff gives a full outline of religious pluralism in world affairs using a variety of disciplinary and analytical perspectives. The critical contribution is that he sets out a concept of religious pluralism in world affairs, discusses its relationship with globalization, and introduces six of its related dimensions, each written by a different author, and a clear outline drawing of religious pluralism, globalization, and world politics in the contemporary era (p.4). The book brings together social and legal theorists, historians, political scientists, and practitioners. (p.4). 
Banchoff defines “religious pluralism” in terms of theology and sociology; he depicts and specifies the concept onto national political contexts. The aim of this differentiation is to emphasize religious pluralism through the interaction of religious actors with one another, society and the state around cultural, social, economic, and political agendas (p.5).
After the introduction of religious pluralism, Banchoff takes up the theme of globalization, which is a vital issue when world religions have grown and changed---religious dynamics in the past and religious pluralism today (p.8). Simultaneously, he outlines two new concepts of globalization: one is modern communications technology; the other is the global spread and institutionalization of the idea of universal human rights (p.10). It seems that he intends to generate the following chapters through these two concepts in order to reveal in-depth discussions. On the topic of human rights, different authors review it from different angles, such as from social identity (chapter 2), from religions in politics (chapter 3) and from political recognition with toleration and proselytism (chapter 4&5). As for communication technology, Banchoff also utilizes the introduction to explore its impact to religions. In my point of view, it is all about the technology of life sciences in embryo, stem cell, and cloning research, not the communication technology literally, it is an issue with ethical dimensions that intersect with religious traditions. This includes not just biological technology, but economic and social development, public health crises, humanitarian disasters, and human rights (p.291). Not least, Banchoff discovers this dual impact has facilitated the mobilization of religious communities and their engagement at the level of society. As a result, he points out six dimensions of which creates a panorama of religious pluralism in world affairs: fragile identity politics, strong ethical commitments, international-national-local linkages, interfaith and intrafaith dynamics, secular-religious interaction, and the centrality of the United States (p.13). These six dimensions form the skeleton of the whole book. The introduction not only gives us a clear spectrum of the following chapters, it also stretches out all the relevant discussion around them in the context.  
The first part concentrates on just one dimension---Fragile Identity Politics. Each of the four different authors articulates around this topic. They choose different themes in his or her own chapter analyzing and arguing this dimension.
In the second part the other five dimensions are covered through the work seven different authors. In every chapter, from different perspectives, authors focus on the analysis of these dimensions and search the similarities and differences between them. The main difference between part one and part two is that part one narrates theoretically towards the theme, and the case analysis format used in part two. 
In part one, most of concepts are covered by the following topics: 

The relationship of religions versus Identity
· Identity are useful because …… on that basis; Identity could be divided into two aspects, one is …… the other is …… (p.48). 
· Religious identity can raise political problems …… social identities do (p.50).
· Religion and political identity in an era of globalization …… (p.84)
From the above depiction, we note that religious identities are still central to ethical identity; and religion and ethnicity might be important determinants of identity formation, it is likely the case that the influence of these two components in identity formation in the contemporary era is less pervasive and forceful than before (2).  Identity is a critical influence for the processing and understanding of religious pluralism.

Tolerance faces religious difference
· Diversity and pluralistic tolerance …… among nations (p.58).
· Practicing tolerance ourselves …… strengthen the work of the others (p60).
· The problematic of toleration (p.91)
In this topic, the author emphasizes another important issue---tolerance when people aim to achieve the goal of religious pluralism. In today's world, the religions of wisdom (the eastern religions) appear to be far more tolerant than their western counterparts, the religions of revelation. The Jews, Christians, and Muslims, who look to the Torah, Bible and the Qur’an respectively for guidance, find hundreds of passages that can be called upon to bolster their claims that violence and hatred against enemies are not only justified, but reflect the will of God (3).

The challenges of religious pluralism
· Many liberal democracies …… profess a variety of beliefs (p.66).
· Globalization is a source exacerbating the dilemma of religion (p.66).
· In the contemporary era of globalization ……idea of religion (p.87)
Is democracy a necessary condition for the achievement of human rights in practice? And when, if ever, is it legitimate for external actors to impose their understandings of human rights upon particular countries? In the contemporary context of globalization, these questions have a salient religious dimension. Religion intersects with global human rights agendas in multiple ways, including: whether ''universal'' human rights are in fact an imposition of Christian understandings; whether democracy, the ''rule of the people,'' is compatible with God's law; and whether international efforts to enforce human rights including religious freedom amount to an illicit imperialism. (4)
After the theoretical discussion and analysis about the challenges of religious pluralism in a global era, the other five dimensions related with religious pluralism in world affairs are covered in the articles in part II. 
As the book moves from theoretical to practical, readers are guided through complex concepts.
Chapter six and seven, the authors narrate religious actors from several perspectives, such as the definition, the logics of action and peace building, so on so forth. In chapter six, the author utilizes three case analyses to illustrate the topics of local-transnational partnerships; religion is not isolable and internal pluralism. Finally, it reaches a conclusion that no one model or approach will suffice universally (p.145) and the progress of societies toward prosperity and human flourishing may depend in part on their ability to realize this possibility (p.146). In chapter seven, the author identifies a typology of five types of religious actors which makes a clear picture for readers to understand their relative functions in transnational and local and their respective understanding of justice. Meanwhile, it emphasizes that non-state actors are crucial in shaping strategies of transitional justice (p.179).  
In chapter eight, the author intends to explore a new terrain of faith development, engagement and partnership (p.196). Dual practitioners are proclaimed to have profound impact of religious pluralism in the process of globalization: faith institutions and development institutions. The argument regarding to the dual roles is around the aspects of the boundaries between political and faith domains; tensions and contradictions between religion and modernization; the tendency of religion declines with societies modernization. Finally, taking “World Bank" as an example, the author uses a lot of space to discuss its work with major religions and leading development institutions, since its new initiative to engage with the world of faith in 1998. Likewise, the author addresses some other worldwide organizations of how faith institutions engage into world affairs and lessons from their rich experience.
From chapter 9,10 and 12, authors describe the peaceful movement in Muslim world and its trans-state militant extremists as well as the foreign policy of the religious pluralism of globalization in the United States. The reason why Banchoff edits the three chapters in the book, in my point of view, is that he intends to demonstrate the root causes of the fierce conflict between Islamic and Christian beliefs at present. It shows the urgency and necessity of the research on religious pluralism after the 9.11 incident and the United States’ intense intervention in the Middle East affairs. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding to the Chapter 11, I think is a special chapter in the book that expounds the relationship between impact of technology and religious pluralism. The purpose is to interpret that religion is close related with our life, and it can be seen in all aspects. Since we cannot avoid it, why should we not face it bravely?
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