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Constructvism

Paiget used his views of psychology on children’s cognitive development so that
children developed understanding through many channels such as reading,
listening, exploring and experiencing his or her environment.
According to Piaget theory the three mechanisms he used are:
1.Assimilation - fitting a new experience into an existing mental structure
(schema).

2. Accommodation - revising an existing schema because of new experience.
3.Equilibrium — seeking cognitive stability throug_]h assimilation. (John, 2010:95)

Many psychologists such as Jean Piaget (1896-1980), Jerome
Bruner(1915-?), Lev Vygotsky(1896-1934),and John Dewey(1859-
1952). These psychologists believed that through
constructivism, a person builds his or her learning ability J. Bruner was one of the
process overtime through experience and surround knowledge. founders of constructivism.
Constructivism is ‘an approach to learning that holds that people Bruner is alive and well and
actively construct or make their own knowledge and that reality lives in the USA and is 100
is determined by experience of the learner’(Elliot et years old. Bruner’s theory is
al.,2000,p.256). based on existing
knowledge, he also believes
that his theories are a
process of active learning.
Pros of the approach Sections of his process
include transformation of
« Pupils are seen more capable of B information, decision making,
learning. R , gengratlng hy_potheses, and
- Constructivism is pupil lead. . C(I)Snsltr:]uecfi(\)/inssr;”gloncgs not fit into the .maklng r.neanlng from.
It provides an indication of what : information and experiences.
standard testing

development stage the pupil is on.
» Constructivism is an enjoyable
approach to learning

* Constructivism requires differentiation,
which is resources
intensive.
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How Constructivism is used in the classroom setting

School A uses the
constructivism approach when
having challenge time, this is
when the learners learn to
communicate with each other,
and share their feelings,
understanding, knowledge and
experiences, to produce new
knowledge. The teacher
becomes the facilitator, and the
learners are encouraged to
interact, exchange views and
experience and co-construct
meaning and knowledge that is
based on their needs (still with
the teachers’ intervention.)

Being able to ‘go beyond the information’

given to ‘figure things out’ is one of the

few untarnishable joys of life.

lerome Bruner, The Culture of Education

https://quotesgram.com/quotes-on-education-jerome-bruner/

[deally, In a classroom, the pupil is the
Explorer, digging an exploring what they
need/want to learn on how to do it. While
on the other hand, the teacher is the
Guardian Angel guiding and giving them
suggestions and instructions to help them
reach their goals.
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School A uses Bruner's Theory of
Constructivism in the classroom by
sltting and listening to their children
read. Children go through different
stages of reading enactive when
they just play and tum over the
pages and make up their own
stories, Iconic when they just look
through the book and leam through
images and icons and finally,
symbolic this is when children learn
through abstract symbolic. Also
whilst reading to children we are also
scaffolding them become more
independent leamers.
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