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THE IMPACT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIROMENT ON STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCE AT UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID LONDON CAMPUS
[bookmark: _Toc49204136]1.0 INTRODUCTION
Within many educations as well as primary and secondary industries, virtual learning environments is widely used. When it comes to delivering learning materials online and instructional materials. This is to facilitate communication in our various sectors and education. A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a network built operating system aimed at smoothening discipline with the help of instruments and activities (JISC, 2009). Utilizing the VLE students would be introduce with “tasks” that can be completed within their own period, in the classroom or even outside the classroom. As well as contributing adequately in developing their studies. A factual evidence suggest  that the usage of  VLE contributed greatly in encouraging individual learning and an increasable motivation to students’ learning process (JISC, 2009). This research report seeks to analysis whether or not the VLE is of high importance in students’ of University of Wales Trinity Saint David and their views on the use of the VLE  and the impact it is providing to their studies. In addition, scholars view on the use of VLE in learning, after which recommendations will be provided at the end of the report.
[bookmark: _Toc49204137]2.0 BACKGROUND
This literature review outlines scholars views the background and ways of developing the VLE to aid teaching and learning. It begins with a brief historical easy about the VLE accompanied by positive and negative impacts of the use of VLE. This section lastly analyse some specific impacts of VLE on individual studies and motivation.
Historical review on the use and development of the VLE
Since the 1970s, the UK’s Open University has been using computers for teaching and learning however, it was only 2000 that commercial computer based VLE started “blackboard” was developed (Baker & Gossman, 2013). By 2010, the blackboard software had been used by over 60 countries around the globe in over 3700 educational institutions (blackboard, 2013). The “Moodle” was the most popular brand of the VLE software developed. It was introduced in 2001 and was developed purposely to help learners with their studies online by creating online course (Ofsted, 2009).the Moodle had users in about 212 countries with 49,365 active sites in more than 75 languages (Moodle, 2011). In the UK figures of VLE usage has risen from 58% in 2003/04 to 92% in 2008/09, this mostly found within the post-compulsory sector. Due to the UK government initiative of the introduction of “harnessing technology- transforming learning and children’s services”, which instruct teachers and learners to make use of technology. On September 2005 and December 2007, Ofsted research in 34 schools in the UK, to investigate the impacts of V. LE on their education. He published that majority of the schooled interviewed were certain about the effects of VLE on discipline (Underwood, 2009).
Positive impacts of VLE
[bookmark: _GoBack]An investigation conducted by Downing & Chim in 2004 among higher education investigated into data related to students and teachers utilization of interactive discussions during the term course in psychology at the city University of Hong Kong. The results showed that students who were found to be “introverts” during classroom discussion behaved more “extroverts” when they participate in online discussions forums (Downing & Chim, 2004). Later Roger in 2004 also supported this finding. Rogers also evaluated the impacts of WebCT on university students on whether or not technology learning would enhance quality teaching and Learning (Rogers, 2004). The research came out that 79% of the students agreed that learning via VLE Moodle made a positive difference in their studies and that they understood more, yet 28% also expressed their satisfaction with the traditional teaching methods (Barker & Gossman, 2013).
In 2008, because of the initiative passed by the government of UK on the strategy paper in 2005, Ofsted analyse the VLE in a cross section of academic affairs. This led to the publication of “virtual learning environment” (Ofsted, 2009).  Ofsted surveyed 41 providers, 18 colleges, 6 primary school and 2 secondary schools. He found that, colleges utilized it more while the primary schools utilized it least. The VLE usage were found to improve learning specifically through the opportunity for reinforcement and to help students “catch up” on missed materials.
In summary, many literatures have affirmed that the VLE has a beneficial impact in discipline that is, increase enthusiasm and confidence as well as the readiness to learn. 

 Negative impacts of VLE
As there are positive impacts of the use of the VLE, there are also a few negative impacts, which this report want to highlight, not as the main aim of the report but to throw light on the negative impacts. This report cannot reached it deserved purpose if only the positive is discuss without highlighting the negative impacts. In a research interview of disciplinarians in the UK revealed that the use of the VLE had been limited commonly to work depot, fewer staff were using the joint learning instruments for setting homework and sharing sites to students. Demian & Morrice in 2012 examined HE students’ academic performance on undergraduate two final year students. It discovered that VLE had less effect on their academic performance while to others the VLE influence on their academics was moderate. However, neither of these influences were factually important.
3.0 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
AIMS
This report is to investigate:
· How the usage of VLE has a beneficial effect on the students of university of wales saint David London campus.
· Whether the usage of VLE in discipline facilitate development of individual learning in the University of Wales Saint David.
OBJECTIVES
· Construct questionnaires which will be distributed among the class
· Collect feedbacks from the questionnaires
· Analyse the data collected from the feedbacks
· present the result in tables and charts to achieve the aim of this report


[bookmark: _Toc49204138]4.0 METHOD
A quantitative research was conducted in an e-questionnaire (google forms) form. The questions were classified around two research questions. All 25 students in digital research class at university of wales saint David London campus were invited to participate in this survey. The questionnaires were distributed across electronically to their various student e-mails for them to answer the questionnaires.  To form a minimum representative sample a sample size calculation was carried out with a confidence level of 94%. In order to construct an analysis from the response received from the representatives, 48% of a minimal random sampling of 12 was required.
Three research topics were constructed.
1. Does the use of VLE have beneficial effect on the students of university of wales saint David London campus (UWSTD)?
2. Does the usage of VLE in discipline facilitate development of individual learning in UWSTD?
From each of the research questions (RQ), sub questions were generated to establish a hypothesis.
	H0_ the use of a VLE does not have a positive impact on student learning (RQ1)
	H0_the use of the UWSTD Moodle helps to develop student independent learning (RQ2)
 Out of the 15 questions, 13 of them were closed and multiple-choice questions. In addition, the other two utilized open questions. From the closed question, the respondent was required to choose on a Likert scale. That is; 1) strongly agree, 2) agree, 3) strongly disagree, 4) disagree, 5) neither agree nor disagree 
.
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Results from each section (table & chart) address the two research questions.
Table 1(RQ1): the use of the VLE having a positive impact on student learning
	QUESTIONS
	STRONGLY AGREE
	AGREE
	STRONGLY DISAGREE
	DISAGREE
	NIETHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE

	4. The use of a VLE does not have a positive impact on student learning
	(2)
17%
	(0)
0%

	(3)
25%
	(6)
50%
	(1)
8%

	10. UWSTD Moodle has a positive impact on my effectiveness as a student
	(6)
50%
	(4)
33%
	(2)
17%
	(0)
0%
	(0)
0%

	"11. UWSTD Moodle is an important and 
Valuable aid to me in my studies."
	(4)
33%
	(7)
58%
	(1)
9%
	(0)
0%
	(0)
0%

	"12. I learn more with UWSTD
Moodle than without it"
	(2)
17%
	(5)
42%
	(0)
0%
	(4)
33%
	(1)
8%

	total average of the response
	29%
	33%
	13%
	21%
	4%



Chart1: below is the visual result of the RQ1.

Table 2 (RQ2): the use of the UWTSD Moodle encourage independent learning
	QUESTIONS
	STRONGLY AGREE
	AGREE
	STRONGLY DISAGREE
	DISAGREE
	NIETHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE

	8. The use of the UWSTD Moodle helps to develop student independent learning
	(5)
42%
	(6)
50%
	(0)
0%
	(0)
0%
	(1)
8%

	"14. The way in which subject/courses are set up encourages me to learn 
independently"
	(3)
25%
	(7)
58%
	(0)
0%
	(0)
0%
	(2)
17%

	15. The opportunity to learn using UWSTD Moodle at a time, place and pace to suit myself encourages me to learn independently
	(1)
8%
	(11)
92%
	(0)
0%
	(0)
0%
	(0)
0%

	Total average of all the responses
	25%
	67%
	0%
	0%
	8%



Chart 2: a visual chart displaying the results on the table 2.


[bookmark: _Toc49204140]6.0 DISCUSSIONS
For RQ1, it shows the total outcome for the RQ “Does the use of VLE have positive impact on the students of university of wales saint David London campus (UWSTD)” (RQ1). From the chart, it shows that 62% of the students agree alternatively strongly agree that utilizing the university VLE is of great support to their academics. The above data in table one proves that the UWSTD VLE has a beneficial effect in studying as a student. For RQ2, the facts verify that the usage of Moodle help student to develop studying individually. 92% of the students agree alternatively strongly agree that the UWSTD VLE has developed them in independent learning. Vygotsky stretched theological learning is a joint work that needs supportive communication, it is therefore logical to presume that connected learning via Moodle is way to improve the two collaborative and theological learning growth (Vygotsky,1978). Aforementioned in the scholar’s literature, collaborative tool such as chats and forums are use least and if developed further would bring a massive positive impact on the student than now. If this suggested review is critically enforced in the University of Wales Saint Trinity David, there will an increase in the performances of students for years to come. 
The key findings from this study suggest that students good results in academics is attributed to the positive impact they get when using the university Moodle. A scholar wrote in his review to confirm the research that, moodles are now mainstream in most educational institutions and are considered to improve student learning (Urwin, 2011). VLE enable students to practice independent learning and manage their time for learning online (Lumsben, 2015). Most students also find the VLE very impactful because they can learn at any place at any time, 100% of the students thinks. This is a positive feedback to know if the university Moodle useful to students. However, during the survey it was found that only 59% of the students learn more with university Moodle than without whilst 41% disagreed to the notion. This might be because, students are still comfortable with the primitive way of studying and have not come to accept the new technology way of studying. This report suggest a need for further research to into why students still use the primitive way of learning. When this issue is tackle, there will likely to be arise in the person of people who agree to the notion. The overall results from the research came positive which shows that the use of the university Moodle contribute to students’ good academic performance. This report suggest that chats and forums should me developed and utilized more as its gives way for shy and introvert students to participate.


















[bookmark: _Toc49204141]7.0 CONCLUSION
To conclude, this report was able to achieve it purpose with literature reviews, tables and chart which proves that VLE is of positive impact in student learning and development. The chart and tables, which revealed the statistics has clarify the great influence of the Moodle on students’ academic performances.
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i. 
	QUESTIONS
	STRONGLY AGREE
	AGREE
	STRONGLY DISAGREE
	DISAGREE
	NIETHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE

	4. The use of a VLE does not have a positive impact on student learning
	
	
	
	
	

	10. UWSTD Moodle has a positive impact on my effectiveness as a student
	
	
	
	
	

	"11. UWSTD Moodle is an important and 
Valuable aid to me in my studies."
	
	
	
	
	

	"12. I learn more with UWSTD
Moodle than without it"
	
	
	
	
	

	total average of the response
	
	
	
	
	



ii. 
	QUESTIONS
	STRONGLY AGREE
	AGREE
	STRONGLY DISAGREE
	DISAGREE
	NIETHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE

	8. The use of the UWSTD Moodle helps to develop student independent learning
	
	
	
	
	

	"14. The way in which subject/courses are set up encourages me to learn 
independently"
	
	
	
	
	

	15. The opportunity to learn using UWSTD Moodle at a time, place and pace to suit myself encourages me to learn independently
	
	
	
	
	

	Total average of all the responses
	
	
	
	
	



iii. 
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iv. 
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v. 
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 THE USAGE OF THE UWSTD MOODLE ENCOURAGE YOUR INDIVIDUAL LEARNING

PERCENTAGES	
STRONGLY AGREE	AGREE	STONGLY DISAGREE	DISAGREE	NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE	0.25000000000000006	0.66666666666666663	0	0	8.3333333333333329E-2	

THE USE OF VLE HAVE POSITIVE IMPACT ON STUDENT LEARNING


STRONGLY AGREE	AGREE	STONGLY DISAGREE	DISAGREE	NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE	
STRONGLY AGREE	AGREE	STONGLY DISAGREE	DISAGREE	NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE	0.29166666666666669	0.33333333333333337	0.12666666666666665	0.20833333333333331	4.1666666666666664E-2	
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