TRAVEL WRITING & TRAVEL WRITING TASK

First of all, what is travel writing? And why is travel writing important right now?
Travel writing is important because it humanizes distant places. Unlike standard journalism, it doesn’t pretend to detached objectivity, and it doesn’t follow the panic-driven war/disaster tropes of the twenty-four hour news cycle. Instead, it uses a personal lens to delve into the nuanced realities of daily life away from home, finding human commonalities as it explores cultural differences.
…
Literary travel writing still resides in the overlap of reportage and memoir, and some of the most memorable travel writing (think Jan Morris, Pico Iyer, Orhan Pamuk) isn’t about the act of physical motion so much as the task of making sense of a single place, or reflecting on the complexity of human experience amid a world in flux. In a time when academic disciplines are hyper-specialized and foreign correspondents fixate on wars and crises, travel writers are allowed to digress, to take things slow, and use a variety of interpretive lenses. A good travel book doesn’t just mix reportage and memoir; it might blend geography with gastronomy, history with humor, sociology with spirituality. At its best, it’s about a perceptive author using a mix of narrative strategies to make sense of both a place and of herself as the person experiencing that place.
Rolf Potts, An excerpt from “The Elasticity of Place”, The Chattahoochee Review,  Fall 2017 (https://rolfpotts.com/travel-writing-matters/)
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TASK 
Potts suggests that “At its best, travel writing about a perceptive author using a mix of narrative strategies to make sense of both a place and of herself as the person experiencing that place.” 
Use his advice to write in a piece about a place that you have discovered – far afield or close to home – exploring self and place at the same time. (1,000 words)


