


Boyd, D. R., and Bee, H. L. (2019) Lifespan Development. 8th edn. Harlow, England: Pearson.

This textbook discusses different parts of development from birth up until death in terms of Psychological theories and research. Boyd and Bee talk about Piaget and his theory in great detail in Chapter 5 (Cognitive Development in Infancy). Even though I did not need all of the information provided by this textbook, it was interesting to read and helped me understand Piaget’s theory better, specifically assimilation and accommodation which I found difficult initially. As this textbook was published by Pearson, it was most likely written for students and is most likely a trustworthy source of information.

Brewer, S., Gleditsch, S. L., Syblik, D., Tietjens, M. E., and Vacik, H. W. (2006) ‘Pediatric Anxiety: Child Life Intervention in Day Surgery’, Journal of Pediatric Nursing, 21(1), pp. 13-22.

In this article, Brewer et al spoke about their research looking at children having surgery and their levels of anxiety depending on how they were treated. They found that the children who were prepared for their surgery by specialists beforehand experienced less anxiety than those who received no extra care. This article was useful for my research as it supported the practical application of Piaget’s theory that I included in my presentation, even though this specific article did not talk about Piaget specifically.

‘Conservation’ (n.d.) in APA Dictionary of Psychology, American Psychological Association. Available at: https://dictionary.apa.org/conservation [Accessed: 22 June 2022]

On their website, the American Psychological Association have an ‘A-Z’ of Psychology-related words which is how I found this specific definition. After checking on the internet, I found that the American Psychological Association is the largest Psychological organisation in the world. This means that this definition can be trusted as they are reliable and have global support. I used this definition in my presentation as I did not find it difficult to get my head around compared to the textbook definitions.

‘Decentration’ (n.d.) in APA Dictionary of Psychology, American Psychological Association. Available at: https://dictionary.apa.org/decentration [Accessed: 22 June 2022]

I found the definition for this term on the APA dictionary website. As I said before, the American Psychological Association is made up of many qualified Psychologists and researchers in the field of Psychology. This means that the definition provided is likely the most accurate, it also helps that they made direct reference to Piaget and explained decentration in terms of his theory as well. The definition for decentration on this dictionary was not extremely wordy and was quite easy to understand. I chose to use the APA definition once again as it was the most simple one that I could find (and understand) as someone who is not an expert in Psychology.

Gillibrand, R., Lam, V., and O’Donnell, V. L. (2016) Developmental Psychology. 2nd edn, Harlow, England: Pearson. 

In this textbook, Gillibrand et al talk about different types of developments (e.g., cognitive, social etc.) and the theories regarding them. Gillibrand et al talk about Piaget several times throughout the textbook but the section that I personally found useful and used when creating my presentation was the pages about Piaget’s four stages of development in chapter 1. I found that the way that the stages were described and clearly laid out in this textbook was either to understand compared to the other textbooks. Again as this textbook was published by Pearson, it was written for students by people knowledgeable in the area and can be trusted.

Huitt, W., and Hummel, J. (2003) Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. Educational Psychology Interactive, Valdosta, GA: Valdosta State University. Available at: http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/topics/cognition/piaget.html [Accessed: 21 June 2022]

In this interactive journal chapter, Huitt and Hummel provide a short but informative summary of Piaget’s theory. It was less draining to read through compared to the sections dedicated to Piaget in the textbooks. I found this chapter helped me wrap my head around the basic parts of Piaget’s theory. I especially found it helpful when looking at the Concrete Operational Stage specifically as I found that the textbooks overcomplicated their explanations of that stage. The main drawback of this source though is that it is not very popular which might suggest that it is not reliable. However, as it was published by a university in the United States, it would suggest that Huitt and Hummel are experts in this field and therefore are qualified to write about this topic.


Li, H. C. W., and Lopez, V. (2008) ‘Effectiveness and Appropriateness of Therapeutic Play Intervention in Preparing Children for Surgery: A Randomized Controlled Trial Study’, Journal for Specialists in Pediatric Nursing, 13(2), pp. 63-73.

Li and Lopez wrote this article about their experiment that tested therapeutic play with children having surgery. Even though it was not relevant to my research, Li and Lopez went into great detail about their methods and procedures in this article which makes the article seem well supported. Li and Lopez stated that they based their model of therapeutic play on Piaget and Erikson’s models of development. This article was useful to my research as it provided me with a practical application of Piaget’s theory that was supported by experimental evidence and by other researchers. 

Orr, F. E. (2001) ‘The role of the paediatric nurse in promoting paediatric right to consent’, Journal of Clinical Nursing, 8(3), pp. 291-298.

In this article, Orr talks about the issue of gaining consent from child patients faced by paediatric nurses. Orr was qualified to write this article as at the time that the article was published, she was working as a paediatric nurse herself at Guy’s Hospital in London (as seen with her email). When discussing consent and younger children, Orr referred to Piaget and his theory on the sensorimotor stage. I considered using this as an example in my presentation but was put off by the fact that there was not much evidence supporting Orr’s example. Even though I didn’t use this article, it helped me to form the conclusion that I did in my presentation.
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