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Bibliographical Exercise
The remit for this exercise was to identify 10 key editions of the Domesday Book that have been printed or are to be found online. 

By initiating a Google search for Domesday Book translations, the results provided a host of options. A significant number of the results were immediately excluded, as they were not translations but literature about the Domesday Book. Sifting through the links it appears that free online access is becoming an option, thereby opening it to the general population. Furthermore, English translations offer a broader and possibly more popular access in contrast to the Latin facsimiles. I have included some partial editions, for example, the Exon Domesday as it has generated significant interest to both scholars and the general public. The intention has been to provide a précis alongside each publication, noting the relevant bibliographic details and web links, and commenting on any interesting facts relating to the publication.  
1. 
Addison Publications offer four editions of the Domesday Book.
https://addisonpublications.com/portfolio/domesday-book/
Library Edition 300 copies worldwide

Addison Publications Ltd., London W14 8BR

This edition is a facsimile of the original and complete survey including both Little and Great Domesday. The images were taken during the restoration of the bindings in the 1980s.
Designed as a resource for frequent reference in libraries for scholars, teachers, students and those interested in social and economic history.
Bound in Irish Linen and on acid free paper - to replicate the weight and character of the folios. Documented, as being the definitive standard reference.

Same editorial board as Penguin: Professor Sir James Holt, Sarah Tyacke, Keeper, Dr Elizabeth Hallam-Smith, Public Records Office, Dr Ann Williams, Editor in Chief, Professor G.H. Martin, General Editor.
Millenium Edition is limited to 450. Bound in a replica of the earliest Domesday Bindings and includes companion volumes and maps. 

Comprising of a two-volume facsimile in brown embossed calfskin to the twelfth-century design of the Winton Domesday.  The linen spine includes hand made paper sides. The text is a Modern English translation following the original script.  The set includes indices and maps. This is perhaps more of a specialist edition for the bibliophile rather than for public use.  

County Edition is created from the manuscript held at Kew. Encased in bound red leather, which opens to reveal three volumes it offers facts about the customs, values and ownership of property and land in each county.
Volume one offers the County of choice, whilst Volume 2 of the edition is written in a New English translation to include an index of people and places. Volume three covers the background to the Domesday Book itself and provides further articles on medieval living including a glossary and bibliography. Whilst suitable for reference, it is of interest to anyone keen to explore their family or local land or village, as the map provides Domesday markers.
Digital Domesday This edition comes with a Scholarly or General option either in 4 CD high resolutions or 1 CD medium resolution. The images were taken when the 413 folios were unbound for restoration in 1985. The images are full colour and allow the viewer to zoom in to the sheepskin parchment for close inspection. The English translation is line by line to match the original text. This is an ideal means to investigate family or property history and is suited to both public and academic use. The software runs on a standard PC server up to Windows 10. 
2.
Phillimore Editions 


Great Domesday Book

Chichester 1975-1992

Published by Phillimore & Co., 1975,

Editor John Morris

Published county by county. The content is a parallel text of Latin and English. Part 1, comprises of the text and translation. The Latin text is a facsimile of Farley’s edition whilst a team adhering to a standardised format wrote the translation. Part 2 is the notes. Texts and notes by Caroline and Frank Thorn. It has been criticised for being unhelpfully modern in its interpretation of some historical concepts; nonetheless, it remains a popular choice for historians, teachers and students, and is widely accessible.
Example: Domesday Book Volume 2, Sussex
Editor: John Morris, draft translation Janet Motherwell,

Published by Phillimore & Co. Ltd., (1976) 

ISBN 10: 0850331463/ISBN 13: 9780850331462
3.
Penguin Paperback
Domesday Book - A Complete Translation.

Publisher: Penguin books, 80 Strand: London WC28 0RL, England.
First Published 1992, Hardback 2002, 

This edition published: Penguin Classic 30 Oct. 2003.
Language English

Edited by Professor Geoffrey Martin and Dr. Ann Williams

.
ISBN-10 0141439947

ISBN – 13 978-0141439945.
This Penguin reproduction is the Alecto translation in a single volume and is the first edition to omit the Latin text entirely. This edition opens it out to general interest as it may be considered less academic and more user friendly.

4.
Alecto Historical Editions (1985-1992) were designed to supersede the VCH editions, which although the most authoritative version, were considered to have flaws and inconsistencies due to the 80 years it took to complete. The volumes reproduced original texts county by county, with the inclusion of indices and maps. The editorial board of A Williams, J C Holt, G H Martin, H R Loyn, E Hallam-Smith and S Tyacke produced a revised edition, ensuring a standardised approach to translation based on the VCH. Frank and Caroline Thorn together with Frank Barlow provided commentaries. They offer three editions, the Penny, Millenium and Domesday Book Studies. This facsimile was produced when the original Book was unbound for restoration in the 1980’s.
Example

Great Domesday Book: Oxfordshire County Edition 
Author T.D. Cain

Publisher: Alecto Historical Edition 1991-12
Facsimile of edition of limited edition (1000) edition (Dec 1991).

Language: English

Hardcover

ISBN 10: 0948459417

ISBN 12: 978-0948459412
5.
Folio Society three volume set
Domesday Book- A complete Translation, Three volume Set

Principal editors Prof. Geoffrey Martin and Dr. A Williams.


Reprint edition 2003

Language: English


Publisher Folio Society ASIN B000J2KOPO

Complete translation by Alecto Historical Ltd., 
1430 pages (in arrangement with Penguin Books Group). 

Vol 1. Great Domesday Kent to Herefordshire

Vol 2 Cambridgeshire to Lincolnshire

Vol 3 Little Domesday and Index of places.
This set would be a suitable gift for both historians and popular use. It is authoritative and appealing being a translation by Alecto Historical Ltd. Its presentation in English broadens its attraction.  
6.
National Archives (Home to Great Domesday, Exchequer and Little Domesday).

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday 


Great Domesday and Little Domesday together cover the majority of England,
and the borders of Wales. The website is detailed and comprehensive,

making it easily accessible and a good starting point for further research. The 


Bibliography attached to Domesday offers access to further research.

7.
Exon Domesday or Liber Exoniensis MS3500 in Exeter Cathedral is the survey undertaken for the Southwest of England. The research and restoration has been undertaken in conjunction with Kings College, London University. Originally published in 1816 at the instigation of Sir Henry Ellis. It included additional indices and commentaries. The actual transcription of Exon Domesday in 1816 is attributed to Ralph Barnes, Clerk to Exeter Cathedral. It has been extensively researched to reveal information as to its contributors and the methods undertaken to compile it. Exon Domesday draws attention to the fact it is an earlier piece of work than the Domesday Book and highlights the contrast between the two books. This is an educational and important resource.

http://www.exondomesday.ac.uk Extended Latin text and translation work by F. Thorn. This edition is of value to both the scholar and the wider public.
8. 
Victoria County Histories were begun in 1899, and aimed at producing a comprehensive history of England, county by county. Each county history, sometimes running to several volumes, included an English translation of the section of the Domesday Book covering that county.
The Victoria History of the County of Devon

Devon Volume 1

Edited by William Page

Language: English translation

ISBN 9780712906715

www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk 

The Devon volume published in 1906 was edited by William Page with the Domesday material contributed by Oswald J Reichel. Reichel was a figural character in establishing the Devonshire Association who published the Devonshire Domesday Book from c1890, and which was contributed to by various authors. It is now recommended that the Alecto edition is a more accurate version. However, its inclusion here is based on its historical relevance in the developing interest of the Domesday Book.
9. 
Hull University http://www.domesdaybook.net produced an updated Phillimore edition online. Their website offers comprehensive information relating to the purpose of the survey, the terminology used, and the construction of the data.

www.opendomesday.org is the free online edition of the Domesday Book, created by Professor J. J. N. Palmer and his Team at the University of Hull. This online version makes it easy for the public to access records on a simple to use website. It allows for searching and mapping locations together with statistical information and facsimile images of the manuscript.
10.
The Domesday Book
Abraham Farley and Henry Ellis

Published by London, 
First Edition, 1783.

Four Volumes, Introduction in English, text in Latin

Sold by Rooke Books PBFA, Bath specialist antiquarian bookshop

Price: 2,270.00. 

Clearly for the connoisseur and academic. Unfortunately, its exclusivity restricts its accessibility, as it will undoubtedly remain in private or library ownership; however, it is interesting to know of its existence. This edition is an artefact and worthy of a museum.
Found for sale on http:// www.abebooks.co.uk website

