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Introduction (252)
This essay critically compares and contrasts two JSTOR papers, using the search terms ‘Astrology’ and ‘Culture’. The two papers chosen are Dragana Mladenović, ‘Astral Path to Soul Salvation in Late Antiquity? The Orientation of Two Late Roman Imperial Mausolea from Eastern Serbia’, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 113, no. 1, (2009), pp. 81-97, and of Kocku Von Stuckrad, ‘Jewish and Christian Astrology in Late Antiquity: A New Approach’, Numen, Vol. 47, No. 1 (2000), pp. 1-40.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Dragana Mladenović, 'Astral Path to Soul Salvation in Late Antiquity? the Orientation of Two Late Roman Imperial Mausolea from Eastern Serbia', American Journal of Archaeology, 113 (2009), 81-97 <> and Kocku von Stuckrad, 'Jewish and Christian Astrology in Late Antiquity: A New Approach', Numen, 47 (2000), 1-40 <>. ] 


According to Patrick Curry, ‘Astrology’ is defined as ‘the set of theories and practices interpreting the positions of the heavenly bodies in terms of human and terrestrial implications’.[footnoteRef:2] ‘Culture’, as defined by Terry Eagleton, is ‘the unconscious verso of the recto of civilized life, the taken-for-granted beliefs and predilections which must be dimly present for us to be able to act at all’.[footnoteRef:3] This paper will consider these two terms via the three themes: soul, the correspondence between the earth and the celestial sphere, and limitations of astrological symbolism.  [2:  Patrick Curry, 'Astrology', in The Oxford Companion to the History of Modern Science, ed. by J. L. Heilbron (Oxford University Press, 2003) <>. ]  [3:  Terry Eagleton, The Idea of Culture, 1. publ. edn (Oxford [u.a.]: Blackwell, 2000), p. 28. ] 

Soul (394)
The first theme examines soul within the parameters of heavenly journeys of late antiquity. In Theaetetus, Plato describes the soul’s journey as man’s desire to ‘escape from earth to the dwelling of the gods’ in order to achieve divine wisdom.[footnoteRef:4]  Mladenović determined that the late Roman imperial mausolea from eastern Serbia were constructed within a culture where Plato’s concepts of the soul permeated, as one sought the ultimate apprehension of god’s intelligence.[footnoteRef:5]   Von Struckrad’s assertions of the soul’s journey, in exploring Jewish and Christian astrology, overlaps with Mladenović’s discussions and goes further, into terrains of gnostic suspicions pertaining to the nature of the cosmos and its impact on the soul.[footnoteRef:6]  [4:   Plato, Theaetetus, trans. by Harold North Fowler (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1921). ]  [5:  Dragana Mladenović, , 90-92 ]  [6:   (von Stuckrad 2000: 1) ] 


The ideal outcome for the soul is handled differently between Mladenović and von Struckrad. According to Friedrich Schiller, every individual ‘carries within him… an ideal man, the archetype of a human being,’ and a desire to ultimately seek ‘harmony with the unchanging unity of this ideal.’[footnoteRef:7]  Mladenović attributes the mausolea to structures of Mithras, a representation of an archetypal ‘supreme hero’ to support her claim that the mausolea face the constellation Orion, associated with Mithras.[footnoteRef:8]  Within the Judeo-Christian beliefs of late antiquity, the cosmic influences on the soul were only subservient to God’s ultimate power, so within gnostic concepts of the soul’s need to overcome the planetary enemies, planets that could hinder one in achieving this ideal.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Friedrich Schiller, On the Aesthetic Education of Man, in a Series of Letters, trans. by Elizabeth M. Wilkinson and L. A. Willoughby (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1967), p. 17. ]  [8:  Mladenović, Astral Path, p. 91]  [9:  von Stuckrad, Jewish and Christian Astrology, pp. 15, 21 ] 


Although Mladenović and von Struckrad both discuss platonic ideas of the soul, Mladenović limits the discussion to support the structure of the mausolea and the ideal of the supreme hero, and von Struckrad explore the suspicion of the planets as evil.[footnoteRef:10] Mladenović’s audience would likely be researchers interested in archeology of late antiquity so her specific arguments towards an ideal in support of the structures are sufficient. Von Struckrad’s audience would be theologians and historians, served by von Struckrad’s broader discussions of the soul’s complexities within religious contexts.  [10:  Mladenović, Astral Path, pp. 90, 92 and von Stuckrad, Jewish and Christian Astrology, pp. 17-18 ] 

The Correspondence between the Earth and the Celestial Sphere (326)
The second theme examines the correspondence between the earth and the celestial sphere, and its relationship to time. In Timaeus, Plato describes time as a ‘moveable image of eternity’ and that the stars were created by God for man to follow.[footnoteRef:11] Mladenović creates a literal depiction of this in describing the ‘azimuth of Orion’s rise at those sites’, at the winter solstice.[footnoteRef:12] While Mladenović’s claims remain in the realm of archeology, Von Struckrad examines time and the correspondence between realms in political and religious advancement, most notably events between the first and second centuries, BCE: the ‘aggressive’ reaction of Herod the Great to ‘heavenly signs’ challenging his rule, and the correspondence of the Star of Bethlehem as a manifestation of the Jupiter-Saturn conjunction.[footnoteRef:13] [11:  Plato, Timaeus, trans. by R. G. Bury (Harvard University Press, 1929). ]  [12:   Mladenović, Astral Path, p. 92]  [13:  von Stuckrad, Jewish and Christian Astrology, pp. 30-13 ] 


This significance of correspondence is handled differently between the two authors’ works. Mladenović alleges ruler’s support of winter solstice in aiding the soul’s salvation.(?) The mausolea reflect Mithras as the savior of the cult followers, with support of the cult from high Imperial leaders. (85 ,93) Von Struckrad describes correspondences as approached with caution in the Judeo-Christian religious culture; Astrolatry and determinism were to be avoided(?). Even today, we see similar ‘attitudes towards astrology’ with Nicholas Campion describing tolerance of astrology within Judaism, as long as it ‘doesn’t challenge one’s devotion to god’.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World's Religions (New York University Press, 2012), pp. 142] 


For the authors, themes of correspondence between the realms, and of time help their readers understand the focus of their papers. For the structure of the mausolea, Mladenović depiction of time (and the correspondence between realms) is important in assuring the soul’s salvation. For von Strukrad, time is utilitarian for religious and political advancement, but deterministic views should be avoided. (?)

Limitations of Astrological Symbolism (437)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The third and final theme examines astrological symbolism and limitations in its ascribed meaning in late antiquity. Here, examining culture is relevant, particularly the definition by Clifford Geertz. He describes culture as a ‘historically transmitted pattern of meanings embodied in symbols, a system of inherited conceptions expressed in symbolic form’.[footnoteRef:15] Mladenović uses maps and measurements of the two mausolea to show how both structures adhere to the symbol of the Mithraic supreme hero and its correspondence to Orion, symbolically represented in its constellation[footnoteRef:16]. Von Strukrad describes the zodiacal symbolism in the garments of temple priests and the number of lamps in the temple representing the planets[footnoteRef:17].  Both Mladenović and von Struckrad discuss the symbols of astrology manifested in late antiquity, but it’s not without its limitations. [15:  Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures Selected Essays (New York : Basic Books, 1973), p. 89 <https://hdl-handle-net.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/2027/fulcrum.zw12z543s>. ]  [16:  Mladenović, Astral Path, pp. 82-92 ]  [17:  von Stuckrad, Jewish and Christian Astrology, pp. 12-13] 


Mladenović is honest in acknowledging her problems substantiating astrological evidence in her paper, albeit its very end, while von Strukrad makes a brief and sweeping disclaimer. Knowing these limitations will aid in assisting researchers in their respective fields. Mladenović acknowledges that ‘terrestrial orientation of Mithraic structures are…insignificant’ as ‘precise astronomic orientation’ structures in the Imperial world were uncommon as only 20% of Mithraic structure were built intentionally outside of caves, or previous holy sites.[footnoteRef:18] Futhermore, there are no other structures attributed to C. Galerius Valerius Maximianus, who commissioned Romula’s mausoleum at Gamzigard, of which the second mausoleum at Sarkame is based upon, with terrestrial orientations aligned with stars.[footnoteRef:19] It would seem that the most essential points to astrology’s symbolism as a theme are curtailed by these problem due to the inconsistent manifestations in Mithras cults of late antiquity. [18:  Mladenović, Astral Path, p. 92-93 ]  [19:  Mladenović, Astral Path, p. 94] 


Von Struckrad’s evidence for astrological symbols in the Judeo-Christian world may be curtailed by his early proclamation that he chose to avoid ‘general definitions of “Judaism,” “Christianity,” [and] “astrology”.[footnoteRef:20] This may be inconvenient for his audience to accept, as he makes is very clear that he treats all sources of Judeo-Christian provenance as equally relevant to his arguments.[footnoteRef:21] Unlike, Mladenović, von Struckrad does make these claims early on in his paper, allowing the reader to adjust her expectations. It also allows the reader to see how symbols are transmitted, influenced by the surrounding cultures and paradigms. After all, if culture, according to Geertz, is derived from inherited symbols it would be that none are immune. [20:  von Stuckrad, Jewish and Christian Astrology, p. 4]  [21:  von Stuckrad, Jewish and Christian Astrology, p. 6] 


Conclusion (174)
This essay compared and contrasted two papers that each shared the subject matter of ‘Astrology’ and ‘Culture’… The paper considered these two areas via the theme of soul, the correspondence between the earth and the celestial sphere, and limitation of astrological symbolism. It found that Mladenović and von Struckrad both discuss platonic ideas of the soul; Mladenović limited the discussion to support the structure of the mausolea and the ideal of the supreme hero, and von Struckrad explored the suspicion of the planets as evil.[footnoteRef:22] For the structure of the mausolea, Mladenović’s depiction of time (and the correspondence between realms) is important in assuring the soul’s salvation. For von Strukrad, time is utilitarian for religious and political advancement, but deterministic views should be avoided.(?) Mladenović was forthright in acknowledging her problems substantiating astrological evidence in her paper, while von Strukrad made a brief and sweeping disclaimer. Knowing these limitations will aid in assisting researchers in their respective fields. [22:  Mladenović, Astral Path, pp. 90, 92 and von Stuckrad, Jewish and Christian Astrology, pp. 17-18 ] 


