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Part One
In Iceland and many other countries research shows how important it is that children experience outdoor play throughout their lives, this is shown by the resources written about government papers that outline the importance of outdoor play. In Iceland’s curriculum guidelines, according to Noradahl and Johannesson (2014), making use of the outside as a learning environment can positively impact the children as they can learn more about nature therefore making them respect what is good about it, alongside the learning aspect of being outside it is also a place where the children can do multiple other things such as playing with their friends creating a more sociable life and exercising leading to a healthier lifestyle.
The emphasis on outdoor activities in Iceland has been going on for a long time, children ages one to six are encouraged to partake in outdoor play daily in schools, but for children ages six to sixteen the outdoor play decreases to break time. There isn’t much research to say what teachers and staff members do to promote learning outside, but the results may differ depending on the school setting. In the capital city, Reykjavik, 70% of schools there is an increase in outdoor learning. (Oladottir, 2008)
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Part Two A
In this essay we will be talking about Forest Schools. Forest Schools can be defined as an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. Murray and O’Brien 2006. Many people are concerned that children in schools now are not getting the outdoor education in woodland and greener areas like previous years as they are worried that an incident may occur and that the children are able to do a lot more in a classroom setting, stated by O’Brien and Murry. Research also shows that if an individual does not get to experience outdoor learning and being outside when they are young then they are less likely to do so when they are older, leading to them missing out on the emotional and physical benefits of what nature can bring. Ward Thompson and Aspinall and Bell and others 2004. This is because learning in an outdoor environment is extremely different to learning in a classroom setting. As a result, the Welsh Assembly Government are now encouraging all schools to bring Forest Schools into their teaching curriculum especially in the foundation phase.


Reference List:
Welsh Assembly Government. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: 2009. WAG. Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P.Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, 2004. 
2006. E. O'Brien and R. Murray, A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research.
Part Two B
https://tomasedmunds.blogspot.com/2022/10/assignment-1-part-2b.html 
Part 3 
In this I assignment I will be looking at the academic article entitled, “Schooled to fail? The underachievement database in wales.” E, Smith (2005) This article is talking about how the school system has in a way failed its students in the pass.  
This article investigates the underachievement database in Wales and looks at how the standard is very low within the country. Emma Smith compares Wales and England throughout the paper and shows the standards are very different. The main findings of this article are how the schooling systems have barely changed throughout the years and how there are many obstacles in the way not just in but outside of the education system. After looking at the paper it seems as if the purpose throughout the text is to show that there has been little to no increase in the statistics of the country and how there is a vast difference between the two separate systems Wales and England have. Smith also states in her research  that undergraduates are “ill prepared for their courses”, and later quotes the Department of Education and Skills (DfES) and said “Official statistics show that students from black Caribbean backgrounds are nearly three times more likely to be excluded from school than their white peers. (DfES, 2002)”. After researching for myself I can confirm that it is accurate along with the Gypsy and Roma communities having the highest, (gov.uk). During reading the report it has been evident that pupils in Wales really do appear to be set up to fail as stated in the paper it shows that the population ratio is much bigger in England than in Wales. “it is unfair to write policy based on a comparison of a nation of just under 3 million people with one of just under 50 million?” E, Smith (2005).
Upon reading this article I find that the way the paper is set out it has made it extremely hard to read. Some paragraphs are very long, and the author jumps from one point to another very quickly. Other than that the use of statistics and tables in this paper really help the reader to engage with the report as it breaks up the monotony of the text. Smith has also cited from where she has sourced all of her information, helping the reader find the original texts if needed. 
The article as a whole is written in a formal style of writing and the information provided suits the intended audience as it has been set up to engage the attention of the desired group interested in the underachievement of certain things. As stated prior the text sections are hard to read with how they are set out, there seems to be a lot of information in one place with very little breaks in between. Even though this article is very informative as some of the text is difficult to read the information that has been given does not sink in as well if this is a topic that you would not be interested in. Smith uses objective language throughout the article and this is evident as there is no bias towards any side of the arguments, she has also backed up all of her statistics within her reference list and made sure any facts given had the appropriate citations.
Within Smiths article it is clear that she is narrowing in on the problems of the underachievement of the country, she states that the problem has been very prominent since the early 1980s and not a lot of change has been made. Towards the end Smith states what her views are on the policies made about the underachievement database and says.
“The next step perhaps for educators, researchers and policy-makers in Wales is not only to understand why this may be the case, but also to ensure that strategies that are proven to close achievement gaps should be developed, refined, or supported in wider practice.”
I agree with Smith’s statement as with people supporting the gaps in the system it will help the growth and development of each induvial, therefore bringing their countries average statistics up.
in conclusion, Smith’s article in my opinion has some excellent information provided, her use of tables and statistics help the reader to understand the point that she is trying to get across. If this type of research in this paper interests you then I would recommend this as reliable source of information as everything Smith has used for this paper has been referenced and is able to be found. In my opinion this could be seen as an appropriate academic article as Smith has used both text and charts that she had carefully researched in order to get the information needed for this topic, she included evidence and stated where it was from and how it was sourced. With the text being difficult to read you as the reader need to keep going back to previous parts of the text to double check the information and statistics provided.
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