Kevin McSharry-Student Number 2009755
Grad Dip: Bible and Theology. TRDL 6018
Interpreting the Hebrew Bible
Assignment 3: 3000 words “Discuss the importance of the character of King David in the Hebrew Bible”.
The coverage of David the king in the Hebrew Bible is substantial, to say the least, from 1 Samuel 16 to 1 Kings 2. David’s exploits, his achievements his flaws are laid bare: his character, the stuff of legends, has ensured him an iconic place in Reception History. David’s narrative is important to the three Abrahamic Faiths: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
The narrative of David is from the hindsight, the 20/20 vision, of the Post Exilic writers who, although calling on ancient accounts, recounted David’s story for their compadres in such a way that it chimed and resonated with their journey of Faith from the Patriarch par excellence, Abraham, to their return from exile in Babylon.
The aspects of David’s narrative, upon which I will focus are: 1. David’s kingship; 2. Jerusalem and its establishment as the religious, political, and social heart of Judaism;3. David’s characteristics;4. Christ as the apotheosis of the Davidic line of Kings.
1.The high point of Hebrew Kingship was that of David’s. Yahweh promised the first of the patriarchs, Abraham, the pastoralist, that he would be the ancestor of kings (Gen17:4-6). The prophet Ezekiel prophesized (Ezek37:15-28) that Israel and Judah would be united, be joined together “into one stick” (Ezek37:17). Saul was the first of the Hebrew kings, again a pastoralist; but was king of Israel only; and, indeed, a dynasty that was short lived. David, again a pastoralist, created the United Kingdom of Israel and Judah. What was previously a loose tribal confederation under the Judges (local warlords) became one nation under David. The tribes of Israel came together at Hebron and petitioned him, entered a covenantal relationship with David and anointed him as King of Israel thus uniting the two entities: Judah and Israel. 
 The kingship of the Hebrews was qualitatively different to that of other Ancient Near Eastern monarchies. Other ANE suzerains were regarded as divine e.g., Pharaonic Egypt, or emanations of the divine. Hebrew Kingship could be said to have elements of constitutional monarchy. Hebrew Kingship was governed by a code: the Decalogue and 613 mitzvot. Moreover, “Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship; and he wrote them in a book and laid it up before the Lord” (1 Sam 10:25). Most importantly the Hebrew Kings were anointed indicating that they were the appointees of Yahweh. Both Saul and David were sought out by Samuel, at the behest of Yahweh, to be anointed with oil as kings, Saul of Israel (1 Sam 10 :1) and David, later, of a united Hebrew kingdom, Judah, and Israel (2 Sam 2:4; 3:12;). David’s achievements laid the foundation for that of his successor Solomon, which was a time of peace, prosperity, esteem; and notably the building of the first Temple. The Davidic dynasty was to endure for four hundred years until 586 BCE and the beginning of the Exilic period. No wonder that he was given such an honoured place of importance in the Hebrew journey of Faith.  Unlike Saul, Yahweh spoke with David and was with him in his kingship except when he strayed from the laws of Yahweh. Hebrew kings were challenged if they strayed by the prophets, Samuel in the case of Saul (1 Sam 13:13-14) and Nathan in the case of David (2 Sam 12: 1-11). This was not the case with other ANE rulers whose flaws, mistakes, were not recorded, only their achievements and beneficences highlighted in stone or papyruses that have survived.
There are echoes of Hebrew kingship in the Stuart dynasty’s, particularly Charles 1, understanding of being God’s anointed and the Divine Right of Kings. The difficulty with the Charles understanding of the Divine Right of kings was that he wrote the rule book by which he governed rather than God or the people.
There are resounding echoes of Hebrew kingship in the British coronation ceremony: the sacred anointing with oil; the sceptre; the sumptuous robes; the throne of state.  
King David was a significant figure in the Hebrew narrative. David created/lay the foundations of a stable and united Hebrew Nation giving a unity that had not existed before; and an esteemed place among the nations of the ANE.
2. David will be forever remembered for establishing Jerusalem as the religious, political, and social capital of the Hebrews. Having a city as a focus was new. The focus before had been the location of the Ark of the Covenant and that location often changed, although latterly Hebron had been its home. But with the capture of Jerusalem” (Sam.5:6-10) it was no longer, as it were, an object of worship that was the heart/focus of the Hebrews but a geographical location, fixed and permanent. David gave a heart, a centre, a focus (Jerusalem) to the Hebrew people which they did not have before. A heart which sustains them till this day. The last words of the traditional Seder are “next year in Jerusalem”. “As the final moment in the Seder, it’s emotionally significant, and it finishes the Seder’s journey from a reminder of the suffering of the past (and present) to hopes for wholeness and freedom for all in the future”[endnoteRef:1]. David gave a home to Yahweh, a home to the Ark of the Covenant. On the occasion of the Ark moving to Mount Moriah there were joyous celebrations in Jerusalem (2Sam.6:12-19). Although still housed in a pitched tent, later in the reign of Solomon, David’s son and successor, a permanent structure, a Temple (the first of two) would replace the tent, used when the Hebrews were a peripatetic people. [1:  Vox by Dara Lind 05.08.2014] 

Abraham was commanded by Yahweh to take his son Isaac to the land of Moriah and their make a sacrifice of him (Gen.22:2). Mount Moriah is often taken as an allusion to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem(2Chron.3:1), thus Jerusalem, as the eventual home of the Ark of the Covenant and the place of sacrifice, is already prefigured in Genesis. The books of Chronicles are Post Exilic and thus have the advantage of hindsight linking Abraham and Isaac to the site of the Temple.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Isaac Kalimi “The land of Moriah, Mount Moriah, and The Site of Solomon’s Temple in Biblical Historiography”. Harvard Theological Review, Vol. 83, Issue 4, October 1990,pp.345-362] 

3.David is the stuff of legends. David’s character and characteristics have been much exploited in Reception History. David’s personal bravery and courage, from his youth to his manhood, in the face of great odds, is testified to whether he is facing lions(1Sam.17:34-37); or in single combat against a renowned and mighty warrior Goliath (1 Sam. 17:48-9). David’s military prowess is referred to many times (1Sam.18:7, 30). David inspired loyalty and friendship of a high order as related in his enduring friendship with Jonathan, son of Saul: “David prostrated himself with his face to the ground. He bowed three times, and they kissed each other, and wept with each other; David wept the more. “Then Jonathan said to David,” “Go in peace, since both of us have sworn in the name of the Lord saying, The Lord shall be between me and you, and between my descendants and your descendants, forever”. (1 Sam.20:41-42;2 Sam.1:26). This surely is the template for friendship. A platonic friendship or otherwise it has been taken up by the LGBTQ community as a Gay model of love and devotion. Just as David’s friendship with Jonathan shows his gentle and sensitive side; we see these qualities manifested in David the musician too, a skilled player of the lyre (1 Sam.16:23).
4. “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body and I will establish his kingdom….. the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Sam.7:12-13): thus in 2 Samuel 7, Yahweh enters a covenant with David. Yahweh promises that David’s royal house, his lineage will last forever.
In the New Testament Jesus who is the Christ, the Anointed One, is seen as the apotheosis of the Davidic line. The fulfilment of Yahweh’s covenant with David: Christ the eternal king. In the following books and letters of the New Testament Jesus is referred to time and time again as the Son(descendant) of David: Matthew 1:1; Mt.12:23; 15:22; 21:9. Mk.10:48;12:35. Jn.7:42. Rom.1:3;2Tim.2:8. Rev.5:5 linking him with the Royal House of David. The evangelists Matthew and Luke both give accounts of Christ’s genealogy. The genealogies are identical between Abraham and David; but differ radically thereafter. The point of the genealogies for these evangelists was not accuracy; but to demonstrate that Jesus was the Messiah who fulfilled all the messianic prophecies.
The place of David the King is assured in the three Abrahamic Faiths: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In Judaism David brought unity to a disparate group of tribal entities; gave a geographical heart, Jerusalem, to the Hebrew people. This sense of unity has endured till our own times and given new and poignant meaning with the establishment of the state of Israel, under the Balfour agreement, in 1948; with all Jews having the right of Aliyah, the right of abode in, and citizenship of Israel. For Christianity, Yahweh’s covenant with David is fulfilled in Jesus, Son of David, The Messiah, the Promised One, the Eternal King. In Islam David is honoured as a prophet, the prototypical just ruler and the recipient of the psalms. David’s legacy has endured scripturally and orally; and, especially, iconically in Reception History: depicting his characteristics: courage, bravery, military prowess, capacity for friendship, musicianship; and, his failings, adultery with Bathsheba but too his acknowledgement of his sinfulness. Jerusalem too is sacred to the three Abrahamic Faiths: the site of the two Temples, the religious centre of Judaism; the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ for Christianity; and for Islam the prophet Muhammed is said to have ascended to heaven from the Temple Mount.
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