Dyspraxia 
This essay will discuss a specific learning difficulty and its impact it has on a child’s ability to learn and achieve, as experienced within the classroom environment, which can and does have a positive and negative affect on day to day learning. The learning difficulty that I will be discussing is Dyspraxia. Dyspraxia is a learning difficulty that affects between 6 and 10% of children in the United Kingdom, it is often goes undiagnosed and unrecognised although it is relatively common. Dyspraxia is called by many names, some of which are development coordination disorder or motor learning difficulty. 
Dyspraxia is defined as: -
 A form of developmental coordination disorder (DCD,) it is a common disorder affecting fine and/or gross motor coordination in children and adults. It may also affect speech. The term ‘dyspraxia’ comes from the Greek word praxis, which means doing, acting, deed or practice.
So what is dyspraxia and how does it affect children? Dyspraxia is a neurologically based disorder, which means it happens or develops inside the child’s brain, so we are unable to see it. It isn’t visible to see like a cut on the hand or a broken leg, but we are able to know it is there because of the ‘tell-tale’ signs and signals that it gives out. It can very difficult to understand a neurological motor disorder if it is through an acquired brain injury or accident, but, if it is present from birth it is far more difficult to comprehend the reason why. The Dyspraxia Foundation 1999 stated that it is ‘an impairment or immaturity in the organisation of movement which leads to associated problems with language, perception and thought’. 
Dyspraxia affects the child’s balance, their perceptions and their hand-eye coordination. It can also cause fatigue in the child, and in some rare cases cause speech and language difficulties, for school life for a child living with dyspraxia, can be very challenging, reaching their learning targets inline with other children of their age is not always possible, and some children can/do fall behind, this is why it is important for a diagnosis to be reached and the appropriate help to be put in for the child.  Dyspraxia children will take longer to and have a poor understanding of the messages that they are receiving and will have difficulty interpreting them. They will struggle to make sense of their senses, and therefore could and will ha e some difficulty in processing these messages into appropriate actions. The children with dyspraxia will also find it hard to remember and learn physical activities such as games lessons and outdoor activities, which a child without dyspraxia may take for granted. For children who do not suffer with dyspraxia or understand what it is like to deal with this disability find it difficult to comprehend what it is like to ‘live with it’, its been described by children like it is trying to reach out for something that is not and will not be there.
We must never forget that dyspraxia is a disability as well, even if it is hidden from obvious view to others. In a main stream school , if learners are thought to be bright and able to get on with work, then any problems that they may have could be overlooked, however children with dyspraxia could be working with their peers and will not always have the support that they so desperately need, due to their learning difficulty not being recognised, this is different within a Special Educational Needs School. Some children ‘get wise’ to disguising their difficulty or can avoid certain lesson like games and outdoor activities, some children would also stay away from school rather than have to attend certain lessons, as they know their coordination skills are not like other children’s. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motivating a child with dyspraxia can sometimes be a very difficult task to achieve. The child will need to be kept motivated in everything that they do. Praise is a major paramount for children with dyspraxia, they need to have every part of their performance during their school day praised. They find learning difficult and some may not achieve high marks or even be able to put in a good effort, so when they do work well praise is important and they deserve recognition. They need to have things put into perspective daily, they need to be given time, just like autistic children do. It is also helpful for learning support assistants to share their experience w with other colleagues, that is how people learn how to deal with situations that arise. 




