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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) consists of 54 articles covering all aspects of a child’s (aged 17 and under) civil, political, social and cultural rights. This applies no matter their ethnicity, gender, religion and abilities. It is designed to give all children a voice and the right to be heard (Unicef.org.uk, no date)
Article 28: Children have the right to an education. Discipline in schools should respect children’s human dignity. Primary Education should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieve this.
· Following the Equality Act 2010 schools must provide an education to all children.
· As from April 2017, the Welsh Government (2017) provides an early education program, giving children, aged 3 years plus, free hours in an early year setting.  It is highlighted by the Welsh Government (2017) that this has many benefits to a child’s development as it ‘maximizes their chances of leading a healthy, prosperous and fulfilling adulthood’.
· Department of Education (2012) highlights that corporal punishment is illegal in all circumstances. They say that behavior policies should be put in place to promote ‘Good behavior, self-discipline and respect’. They should also regulate the conduct of pupils and prevent bullying.
· Coughlan (2018) reports that a £225 million fund will be invested in to the Global Partnership Education scheme over the next three years in order to provide schools and increasing the education standard for children in poorer countries.

Article 23: Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives.
· A disability is a mental or physical impairment that affects children from undertaking normal everyday activities (Department of Education (DoE), 2015). The DoE also states that for children to receive the best possible educational outcomes and enjoy independence then ‘local education, health and social care services should work together to ensure they get the right support’. (DoE 1.22)
· Gov.uk (no date) highlight that it is against the law to treat disabled people differently, and that all children have the right to be happy and safe regardless of their disability. This is also supported by the Children’s and Family Act 2014, which says that no disability should cause you to be treated any different from others.
· Welsh Government (2017) states that people with a disability have equal status to their peers and they are fully committed to help them improve their quality of life.
· Within an early year setting Gov.uk (no date) believes that practitioners have a duty to recognise any special need and assist accordingly. This will include any special equipment that is needed, or a specialist teacher, if required, to help facilitate the child’s learning.
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Article 34: The Government should protect children from sexual abuse.
· All organisations that involve working with children should have a safeguarding policy and procedure in place according to the Welsh Government (2017); this is to protect the child from adults or other children that may pose harm to them.
· All practitioners have a duty to keep children safe according to NSPCC (2018a). Following Bowlby’s (1988 cited in Holmes, 2001) theory about providing a child with a sense of security, then if a child needs to confide to a practitioner over any issues then they should feel comfortable to be able do so.
· NSPCC (2018b) believes that by having trained staff who recognise early signs of sexual abuse or neglect then the sooner measures can be put in place to ensure the safety and well-being of the child. Abuse can ruin childhood and have a lasting impact on their lives.
· NSPCC (2018c) have a service that helps children try and move on with their lives after they have been abused. ‘Letting the future’ helps children get back on track following abuse. ‘Protect and Respect’ supports children who have been or at risk of sexual exploitation; while ‘Hear and Now’ helps those children who have never talked about their experiences of abuse before.


Article 29: Education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. It should encourage children to respect their parents, and their own and other cultures.
· Department of Wales (2017) believe that the duty of practitioners is to provide children with the opportunities to ensure that they are learning and developing their skills. According to the Curriculum for Wales (2015) this can be demonstrated through allowing children to experience a wide range of activities, both indoors and outdoors. 
· According to Thompson (2018) children develop their personalities through social learning and this is supported with Bandura’s (1969) social learning theory, children copy what they see and learn by doing what they see. Thompson (2006) says that children’s social development continues to grow based on how much interaction they have with others.
· To be able to teach children to respect in the early years setting Education.com (2009) believe that practitioners must demonstrate respect, equally, to both other practitioners and children. Myers (2011) highlights childhood is a time for children to learn about the world, respecting and getting on with others. 
· Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship is the link between our own lives and those in other countries. This is a program that educates children for life in the 21st century and highlights the importance of Values, self-respect and respect for others. It is the duty of practitioners to encourage activities that explore ideas for children to make sense of the world. (Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning Skills, 2008;12).
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