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Outline Summary Plan on Bobby Sands and His Hunger Strike 
The intention is to look further into the life of Bobby Sands who went on hunger strike whilst being held in the Maze Prison in Northern Ireland. There will be several points of the paper that will include:
1. Sourcing primary material where possible, this paper will start with an  introduction that will look at the background of Sands upbringing and reasons that shaped decisions to follow the path he took which will include relevant political and family influences as well as his activism in the Irish independence cause prior to his incarceration that led him to be in the position he found himself and whether it was of his own making or by design.
2. It is important to outline the political landscape in the province of Northern Ireland and its broader effects in the UK at the time as these were the catalyst for Bobby Sand’s stance. Supported by testimony from individuals, this paper will highlight how Sand’s decision to commence the hunger strike was received within the IRA.
3. Highlight the different outlets of activism and protest that were employed both directly by Bobby Sands and the secondary ones of his supporters, and the level of support each action generated. It will look at the impact that they had at the time and the subsequent ramifications to the UK Government and their responses. 
4. It will look at the timeline of events that led to the Hunger strike, such as the Maze prison riots of the late 70’s, the subsequent blanket protest in 1981 and the Brighton bombing attempt to kill the serving Prime Minister, and whether they were manifestations because of the strike, and discuss culpability of the UK Government through its responses to these.
5. Analysis of the events will discuss whether the primary objective was achieved and if the events made any supplementary gains. Also, what alternative actions could have been taken that would have changed the outcome if they had been implemented. 
6. It will include discussion on the effects that access to media outlets Sands had and how, if at all, this magnified the protest. It will include comments as to why the media was allowed access in the first place and who was controlling this.
7. This paper will conclude with a summation on how Bobby Sand’s martyrdom is seen and used today from a personal level by his immediate family and the community as to his status and how effective it has been, and the political outcomes including any legacy that has emerged and to what relevance is his death now seen in the bigger political landscape of Northern Ireland and independence.
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