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Essay one:
Examine how prominent cases of police misconduct or malpractice have influenced current professional policing policies. Evaluate how these policies have increased community confidence in the police, with reference to the Code of Ethics. 
Your answer should be based on academic research rather than personal experience, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay will be discussing and examining how cases of police misconduct and police malpractice have influenced the current policing policies within national police forces. It will also be evaluating how these policing policies have increased community confidence in the police. 
The first police malpractice that will be examined that had an influence on current policing policies is the Brixton riots in 1981 and the police officers use of “sus law” and how this led to the Scarman Enquiry and the creation of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (Puttick K. , 2013). In 1981, police launched operation swamp within the community of Brixton with the aim to lower the amount of street crime within the area. Police stopped and searched more than 1000 people over a 6-day period and used “Sus Law”, which was the power given to police by the Vagrancy Act 1824 whereby an officer could stop and search a person purely based on suspicion (Keeling, 2017). Due to the high number of stop searches carried out by officers over this 6-day period, riots started in Brixton between young black youths and Police officers. One of the main causes of the riots was the oppressive use of the stop and search against the young black members within the community (Lea & Hallsworth, 2012). After the riots in Brixton had ceased, Lord Scarman conducted a report looking into the cause of the riots and what could be done to improve policing. Lord Scarman said in his report that although nothing could excuse the lawlessness of the rioting, he found that improvements and reforms were necessary within the police (Taylor, 2014). In the aftermath of Lord Scarman’s enquiry into the Brixton riots, the government passed the legislation for the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 which would regulate police powers and their use. This would cover things like the power of stop and search, arrest, and detention; and the treatment and questioning of persons detained whilst under investigation for a crime (Puttick K. , 2013). Since the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, it has been mostly successful and has been “one of the most significant developments in modern policing”. However, even though the English justice system has been branded as being institutionally racist, and the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 coming under criticism for giving the judiciary to much power, the overall perception and public opinion of the police service has largely improved (Teacher, 2019). PACE 1984 has evolved since its introduction in 1984, but it has guided policing along side the code of ethics and has ensured that officers act and complete their duty with honesty and integrity by acting with the highest professionalism and treating everyone equally.
The next case of police malpractice will be discussed is the case of Stephen Lawrence, who was stabbed and killed by 5 white youths on 22nd April 1993 in an unprovoked and brutal attack (Storry, 2018). This happened when Stephen Lawrence and his friend Duwayne Brooks were waiting at a bus stop, when Stephen moved to check if the bus was coming, shortly after around 5 to 6 white youths had approached and attacked Stephen leaving him with a stab wound which he would eventually die from. A public inquiry was commenced by Sir William Macpherson and the resulting inquiry was very critical of the London Metropolitan Police. The inquiry found that after 2 long police investigations commenced but the police failed to produce any reliable evidence or information from any witnesses apart from Duwayne Brooks and found that police officers within the met had committed fundamental errors and investigations led by the police were marred by a mixture of institutional racism, professional incompetence, and a failure of leadership from the senior officers within the case. (Boin, rosenthal, & comfort, 2001). The most important finding of Macpherson’s inquiry into Stephen Lawrence’s death was incidence of institutional racism and noted that this had played a massive part in the flawed investigation conducted by the met police. It also outlined the need for police and other organisations to examine their practices and policies to protect against disadvantaging any part of our communities (Bourne, 2001). Due to the findings within Macpherson’s enquiry, several recommendations were raised regarding police culture, practices, and procedures. One of these recommendations was race awareness and cultural diversity training. This would allow officers to become more knowledgeable regarding different races and religions in policing areas and would be provided to officers at all stages of their careers. The training would also be tailored to every officer’s needs depending on what area they policed and would allow members of ethnic minority groups to design and deliver the training courses. Another recommendation made was in relation to the recruitment and retention of minority ethnic staff. In 1999 when the inquiry was made, only 2% of British police officers were from a black and minority background. Recruiting more people from ethic minority backgrounds would allow the police service to become more diverse improve the relationship between the police and ethic minority groups. From 1999 the number of ethnic minorities recruited to police has increased as in 1999, only 3% were recruited compared to 2007, whereby 5.3% were recruited (Rollock, 2009). This would increase public confidence within the police force as recruiting more officers from different ethnic backgrounds would create a more diverse police force and be a representation of the communities we serve as there is evidence to show that an increase in an ethic minority representation within the police force decreases the amount of complaints that police have and increases relations with minority citizens (Hong, 2016).
From the findings during this essay, it is believed that the policing misconducts that have been discussed have had a positive impact on implementing current policies. These have led to the PACE codes of practice and the PACE laws governing police today, and the recruitment of ethnic minorities to make our police forces more diverse to police the communities that police officers serve. These have also had a positive impact on public relations as it is shown that complaints have decreased within ethnic minority groups and public opinion has increased due to the introduction of PACE laws and codes of practice.
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Essay two: 
Examine why certain groups might be vulnerable to being targeted by Serious and Organised Crime Groups, and analyse the effectiveness of police practices to investigate such issues.
Your answer should be based on academic research rather than personal experience.
Word limit: 1000 words.


This essay will be discussing and examining how certain groups within our community, might be vulnerable to being targeted by serious organised crime gangs and I will be analysing the effectiveness of certain policing practices to investigate these issues within the community. The definition of a vulnerable person which has been adopted by the college of policing is, “A person is vulnerable if, as a result of their circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation” (College of Policing, 2020)
The first group that will be examined during this essay is adults and why they might be vulnerable to serious organised crime groups are adults at risk. The Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 says that a person, “Aged 18 years or older who: Is experiencing, or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and as a result of those needs is unable to protect self against the abuse or neglect, or the risk of it” (Social Services and Wellbeing Act, 2014). Due to certain needs such as mental illness, learning difficulties or substance abuse, an adult at risk might be targeted by serious crime gangs through Cuckooing. This is when drug gangs target a vulnerable person such as adults at risk and attempt to befriend them. There are hundreds of cases relating to this whereby the drug gang or dealers take over the vulnerable persons home to conduct drug related activity such as the sale of illegal substances such as cocaine or heroin (Spicer, Moyle & Coomber, 2020). The drug gang or dealer will then respond to the persons vulnerabilities, this could be by supplying the vulnerable person with drugs or bringing in other members of the drug gang maintain control of the vulnerable person with violence (Butera, 2013). Like cuckooing, vulnerable adults could also be exploited through mate crime. This is when a person such as a drug dealer or member of an organised crime gang, befriends a disabled person who is isolated with the sole intention to exploit or take control of their assets for criminal gain. The isolation and loneliness suffered by disabled people create a space for this type of exploitation to happen (Macdonald et al, 2022). 

Another group that is vulnerable to being targeted by organised crime gangs is children and this could be through county lines as there is evidence to support child exploitation because of drug debts or through their own will to obtain financial rewards and benefits (robinson, McLean, & Densley, 2018). There was a conviction of a Birmingham drug dealer relating to child exploitation and county lines whereby the drug dealer had recruited two boys aged 15 and a 14-year-old as they were considered vulnerable. These went missing from their homes and the drug dealer transported them to Lincoln, 100 miles from their homes to sell drugs. He controlled them by telephone instructions and kept them in a small flat which was occupied by heroin dependant users. Police later found these tired and hungry children at the flat with large amounts of cash, drugs and in possession of knifes. During the children’s disappearance they were exposed to drug misuse, criminal attitudes, and danger (Stone, 2018). 

Due to these increasing problems, the police force had to create a way to respond to the ongoing issue. It was found that the problems with cuckooing, were linked to county lines, which is when drug dealers migrate from major cities to the smaller towns which has also been linked to the exploitation of vulnerable people (Spicer, 2018). Having identified county lines and cuckooing as an issue withing the community, responses soon followed, and these responses served dual aims. These would help officers deal with cuckooing but also showed that they were dealing with the issue of county lines which was increasingly becoming a national priority. This has led to an escalation of existing control measures and the introduction of new measures. Officers began making extensive welfare checks on the potential victims of cuckooing which also fitted with officers being able to respond to vulnerability and allowed the officers to count how many vulnerable people they had safeguarded. One of the new responses introduced was cuckooing letters, these were letters sent to vulnerable people deemed at risk and contained guidance for victims and information of support services. They also mentioned within the letters that the police were monitoring their homes and encouraged the victim to show drug dealers to prevent them from entering their property (Spicer, 2021)

To respond to the issue with regarding County Lines, police officers have demonstrated an empathy and have shown awareness towards the vulnerability and exploitation towards young people in relation to county lines. This has seen certain government policies like the Serious Violence Strategy and NCA reports highlight that the need for safeguarding, prevention, and diversion as important strategic aims for dealing with young people involved in County Lines (Windle, Moyle, & Coomber, 2020). It has also been discussed that if more robust multiagency collaboration would see the issues be better addressed. This could lead to more collaboration between police services, social services and other multi agencies (Olver & Cockbain, 2021). There is also an emerging policing framework which is currently suggesting that there could be a promising way forward for policing regarding responding to County Lines. The framework is termed as “early intervention” and is where police forces try to engage with vulnerable young people early on to divert them away from being drawn into county lines drug dealing and crime (Coliandris, 2015).

Overall, there is evidence to suggest that police forces throughout the United Kingdom have implemented several effective practices to support people who are vulnerable to being targeted to serious and organised crime as it is seen as a national issue and as a result, police forces have put the correct practices in place to tackle these ongoing and serious issues.
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Essay three: 
Assess the role of MAPPA in managing offenders, and evaluate the effectiveness of current police practices to investigate public protection incidents involving violent and sexual offences.
You must use academic research to support your answer.
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay will be assessing the role of the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangement in how they manage offenders, and will also be evaluating current police practices to investigate public protection incidents involving sexual and violent offences and evaluate their effectiveness. The Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangement is the process in which different agencies such as the probation service, the prison service, and the police work alongside each other to protect members of the public by managing the risk which is posed by sexual and violent offenders that are living within the community (Narco, 2022).
The Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangement was introduced in 2001 to improve the collaboration between agencies when it comes to identifying, assessing, and managing certain individuals within the community who pose a high risk of harm to others (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). Within the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangement there are three categories, and each manage certain members of the community at different levels with registered sexual offenders in category 1, violent offenders who have been convicted of a certain violent offence and received at least a 12-month custody sentence in category 2, and in category 3, other offenders who are dangerous and would require active multi-agency management. There are also their separate risk levels, level 1 involves cases with a low to medium risk of serious harm and is usually for people who have community orders or registered sex offenders. Level 2 is for cases with a high to very high risk to others and within this meeting can take place between probations services, the police, and other agencies to develop a plan to lower the risk to others. The third level is usually known as the Multi-Agency Public Protection Panels which is used for those deemed to cause the highest risk or harm. This could also be used for offenders who are very problematic (Unlock, 2022). Since the introduction of the Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangement, the reoffending rate had decreased from 26% in 2000 down to 23% in 2004 for violent and non-registered sex offenders and for the offenders who posed the highest risk of serious harm to members of the public, the reoffending rate had dropped from 29% in 2000 to 16% in 2010. This shows that since its introduction, MAPPA has had a very positive effect and has helped lower the reoffending rate and make multi-agencies jobs easier regarding communication, giving enhanced access to required services and providing rapid response to deteriorating behaviour (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). 
To investigate public protection incidents involving violent and sexual offences, police use different practices and strategies. When police investigate sexual offences, there are several things that need to be considered. Due to the seriousness of sexual assaults and rape, a specially trained officer (STO) or a Sexual Offences Liaison Officer (SOLO) as it’s known as within Gwent Police, plays a vital role within the case as they support the ongoing investigation and provide the necessary services directly to the victim to support them (McMillan, 2013). In all sexual offence investigations, the specially trained officer should contact the victim as early as possible, as this is to ensure that no evidence is compromised by cross contamination as it could lead to DNA evidence (National Policing Improvement Agency , 2010) when swabs and DNA is extracted from the victim at SOLO suite from the specially trained officer. The next phase would then be for the victim to provide an account of what happened, and this is usually done with an ABE (achieving best evidence) interview. This is where the victim is considered vulnerable or is intimidated and is interviewed by police under special measures by a specially trained officer to achieve the best possible account from the victim. This is also played in court for the judge to decide if the victim is competent to give evidence (Gudjonsson, 2010). This is a very effective way of engaging with the victim as it allows a single specially trained officer to obtain the best evidence possible from the victim. 
When investigating violence offences such as domestic violence, police officers have a duty of care to take positive action due to the seriousness of the offence and this would often mean that the offender would be arrested but in some circumstances other outcomes other than arrest can also be seen as positive action (College of Policing, Arrest and other positive approaches, 2022). Violent offences within domestic violence cases will often mean that an arrest is necessary in line with the Police and Criminal Evidence act 1984 to prevent causing further injury or damage, to protect a vulnerable person or child and conduct an effective investigation. This would allow the victim of the offence to give a full evidential account to police without being threatened or intimidated which would allow the best evidence to be obtained to progress an investigation (College of Policing, Arrest and other positive approaches, 2022). After an offender is arrested and interviewed, they would sometimes be realised with bail conditions depending on a supervisor’s decision. The bail conditions are a very important part of an investigation as it promotes positive action and offers the victim and any available witnesses protection from being threatened or intimidated by the offender while the police investigate the offence and carry out further enquiries. The bail conditions should have an action plan to ensure that they are effectively enforced to make sure that the victim and witnesses are safe and that if any breaches are committed, then they can be effectively enforced (College of Policing, Arrest and other positive approaches, 2022).
Overall, the role of MAPPA plays a significant role with managing offenders and allows those offenders to be placed into categories to match the risk they pose to the public. This will allow officers and partner agencies to create plans that have been structured to the person and allows the police to use their policing practices to investigate public protection incidents in an effective manner as they have access to the various information needed to manage and investigate violent and sexual offenders.
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Essay four: 
Critically evaluate the impact of early intervention on young offenders, and young people at risk of becoming involved in gangs. Assess the effectiveness of partnership approaches to prevent or deter involvement in gang-related activity.
Rather than relying on personal experience, support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.


During this task I will be evaluating the impact of early intervention on young offenders and the young people who are at risk of becoming involved in gangs. I will also be assessing the effectiveness of partnership approaches who are involved with young people who help to prevent or deter young people’s involvement in gang related activity. 
There are several different strategies that agencies and police intervene with young offenders and young people at risk of being involved in gangs and one of those strategies is early intervention. This is when measures are implemented to encourage the youths to be better behaved, to create more opportunities for youths and to help the youths develop skills to reach their potential (Commission, 2022). Early intervention has had a more positive impact than previous attempts which focused on remediating the visible and longstanding disruptive behaviour of youths. This is because early intervention with youths sets out to prevent delinquent behaviour and helps to support the development of a youth’s resilience. It also helps to lower the rate of reoffending, and this has been shown to decrease by 16% when youths engage with the criminal justice system (youth.gov, 2022). Although it has been shown that early intervention has been mostly positive, there is also an argument that diversion is more effective, and that early intervention exposes children to higher levels of criminalisation. A report was realised in 2007 and that showed that 97,329 youths had entered the youth justice system for the first time, and this had been due to the early intervention programmes at the time which centred around “Reprimands” and “Final Warnings”. This has led to a large increase with the number of youths having to attend court for minor offences, and although early intervention has helped identify youths at risk and children that are vulnerable, it has also undermined justice and has inadvertently exposed youths to higher levels of regulation and criminalisation (goldson, 2007). Youths can also be targeted by gangs and a study was conducted in England 2019 and 27,000 children identified as being part of a gang while 6,500 were gang members who had been identified by authorities (Statista, 2019). An intervention scheme that is used to counteract this, is the Violent Reduction Unit who help intervene with youths who have become involved in gang activity. Youths sometimes join gangs to gain status and acceptance, or because they want to feel the thrill and exhilaration of criminal acts. The Violent Reduction Unit work with partners such as the NHS, social services and to schools to educate youths of the consequences of joining a gang and provides the youths with alternatives steer them away from gang involvement (Hesketh, 2019). 


To help with early intervention for young offenders and youths who are at risk from gang activity, partner agencies and police would need to play a significant role through partnership approaches and would help support and work within communities (Lewisham Council, 2019). A report was conducted in two London boroughs of Lambeth and Wandsworth which involved police, Schools and local officials and the report indicates that the risk factors that are used to identify gang involvement in youths could be identified in youths as young as seven years of age. The report also said that the schools felt saddened as they were unable to changes the outcomes of the children who were vulnerable and identified that a lack of understanding of risk levels and the pressure to focus on academic performance instead of focusing on the child’s wellbeing, is often found in schools in area’s where the risk of youth related gang violence is higher. To counteract this, Police could work within primary schools to educate youths and help raise awareness and prevent gang involvement and making improvements to the links between partner agencies that help with early intervention and the local schools so staff could be confident that if they were to send referrals, the result would lead to support for the youth’s and their families. The report is only the first part out of a three-year project designed to explore and help support early intervention processes which can eventually help increase the number of successful processes partner agencies follow as crucial evidential value would be gained (Waddell & Jones, 2018). Police also have an important role when working with partner agencies. When youths take part within gang related activity, youth offending teams, who are made up of members of the police and probation service, health and education service and social services, attempt to identify the causes and risk the youths involved pose to others. This then allows the youth offending teams to create a programme suited to the needs of the youth and help deter them away from crime (College of Policing, Children and Young Persons, 2022). To make this more effective, Multi-Agency Safeguarding Arrangements (MASAs) make it a requirement to make information sharing more effective and to ensure that all agencies share any relevant information such as safety concerns and the welfare of any children and youths. This then allows agencies and police forces to take the necessary action to prevent harm to youths and to aid early intervention and steer youths away from crime and gang related activity (College of Policing, Children and Young Persons, 2022). Youth offending teams have used various methods and a wide range of different programmes to help deliver early interventions to youths which allow for different approaches to cater for the needs of youths involved in crime or gang related activity no matter their circumstances or background (Wilson, 2013).
In conclusion, based on the research shown during this essay, it shows that even though early interventions help lower the rate of reoffending in youths which is a positive impact, it can also be seen as a negative as more youths are being exposed to the criminal process which in turn could have a negative effect on youths. Although, through the assistance and interaction with partner agencies within schools, the police force and social services, more intervention and diversion can be done with youths at a younger age to help divert them away from gang related activity and crime which could be seen as a more effective way to manage youth offending as the intervention would be at an earlier age and before any potential crimes are committed. 
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