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Critical Analysis: Cicero In Catilinam 1.13-3

Context
[bookmark: _Int_63lWRj7p]Cicero is one of the most highly regarded figures in Roman history, particularly for his contributions to oratory and politics. He advocated against tyranny and for the preservation of the Republican system in Rome, and his speeches are highly regarded as mastery of rhetoric. His works span much of the history of the Late Republic, as he held a position of close proximity to other leading figures at the time, such as Pompey and Caesar. Cicero’s work also offers an unprecedented viewpoint of Roman politics due to the sheer quantity of his letters and speeches that survive into the modern day, and the incredible personal detail, technical skill, and vulnerability that is shown throughout his work, particularly his letters. Catiline, instigator of an attempt to overthrow the Roman Republic, was similarly an ambitious individual who attempted to run for the consulship multiple times, eventually becoming the leader of a group of individuals who were similarly dissatisfied with the state of the Republic at that time, and has become synonymous with treason, betrayal and the corruption of politics that Cicero worked tirelessly to combat during his career. Cicero’s four speeches against Catiline, the In Catilinam speeches or the Catilinarian Orations, were delivered in 63BCE and demonstrate a turning point within Roman history, as well as solidifying Cicero’s role as a protector of Republican values, displaying his skill as an orator. Part of Cicero’s work against Catiline is also found within his Pro Caelio, in which Cicero defends Caelius against accusations brought forth by Clodia in 56BCE. These speeches against Catiline were instrumental in the events of this plot against the Republic, through which Cicero was able to uncover and attack Catiline's, plans, as well as encourage the other senators and wider Roman populace against him, as well as parade his own skill as a speaker, the speeches remaining important examples of political speech and Roman rhetorical style to this day.
 
Content
[bookmark: _Int_wCdgLHBH][bookmark: _Int_6EO40gyW]Cicero’s In Catilinam can be divided into five parts, including explanation and defense against Catiline through mention of his plans, character, and future, as well as Cicero’s rebuttal. The In Catilinam speeches as a whole were used to expose and attack Catiline’s plot against the Republic, while the Pro Caelio were a series of speeches in defense of Marcus Caelius Rufus. It seems that much of Cicero’s intention while writing and indeed delivering the In Catilinam speeches was to expose and defeat Catiline’s plans, learned by Cicero following Crassus approaching him with an anonymous letter, detailing his impending massacre. Cicero seems to intend to ‘rally’ the Senate and people of Rome against Catiline and prevent their success. 
	Similarly, Cicero’s main aim in much of his work, and particularly his speeches against Catiline, is to defend the traditional values of the Republic, being an optimate himself, and deeply passionate about politics as a whole and seriously committed to the long life of the Republic as it previously stood. He had been deeply concerned about the social unrest and political corruption on the rise during his career, due to its serious threat to the traditional political structure, and seems to believe the Catilinarian Conspiracy is proof that the system and senate had been significantly undermined to a point there seemed little hope it could be revived. Cicero also aimed to establish himself as a figure capable of ‘restoring’, or at least defending the Republic, in order to secure his future as a politician and noteworthy figure within politics at this time, as well as secure his own personal safety, and that of the Roman people. He used the Catilinarian Conspiracy and indeed the In Catilinam speeches to exasperate his standing and portray himself as a hero, catastrophising the event, stating that Catiline was capable, and aiming to “devastate the entire world with fire and slaughter”. Related to Cicero’s tendency to catastrophise, In Catilinam is likely to contain elements of selective reporting and exaggeration. 	While it is true that Catiline was an extremely ambitious figure, and had made multiple attempts to secure a future for himself within the policical sphere. Cicero accurately portrays him as a figure that was deeply unhappy within the system and saw its faults, yet how dramatic Cicero’s accusations of Catiline being a “monster” or otherwise sinister and immoral figure may have been exaggerated for dramatic effect, in line with his other speeches. Similarly, while the presence of a conspiracy is true, there is no way to verify the legitimacy of the subsequent plans, or the letter to Crassus, were. Cicero’s attack on Catiline was clearly a successful attempt to ostracize him and display him as a danger to the Republic and Roman people, famously declaring “How far, I ask you, Catiline, do you mean to stretch our patience?”, however, it also served as a way for Cicero to further his own career and show his skills as an orator, his language creating a sense of urgency and intended fear within those who were present at the time. The reality of the conspiracy may not have been as widespread within the elite and lower classes of Rome as Cicero states, and the idea that Catiline’s actions would lead to the immediate and complete destruction of the Republic and its system may not be as true and imminent as Cicero suggests, although it is likely. This is a long-standing topic of debate among scholars and there is no conclusive evidence one way or another, although it is understandable that Cicero may have exaggerated the threat in order to justify his own fear and actions, as a wholehearted admirer of the Republic.

Significance
Cicero’s body of work is one of the most significant writings in Roman history, as it is by far the most comprehensive account of surviving work to the modern day, his over-800 letters and around 60 speeches showing the vast majority of the highs and lows of the Later Republic, his speeches offering masterclasses in rhetoric and public speaking that is modelled to this day. Cicero’s In Catilinam works demonstrate political significance through his defense of the Republic itself, as he directly worked towards the punishment of Catiline, which would have been viewed as a genuine, serious direct threat to the Republic and population of Rome. Similarly, it reflects Cicero’s skill as a politician and orator, and demonstrates his worthiness of the high standing and praise he received during his life and after his death. The speeches highlight the importance of leadership during crisis, as these speeches effectively persuaded the senate to act against Catiline, a reaction that almost certainly changed the course of history. 

Word count: 1074 words
References:
Cicero (1960). Selected Works. Translated by Grant, M. Penguin.
www.encyclopedia.com. (n.d.). Cicero’s Speeches | Encyclopedia.com. [online] Available at: https://www.encyclopedia.com/arts/culture-magazines/ciceros-speeches.
Cicero (2006) Political Speeches, In Catilinam Book 1. Translated by Berry, D. Oxford.

‌



