Graveyard survey report: 
A Comparative analysis of graveyard/Cemetry monuments through the ages.
Introduction
In this report I will be focussing on the graveyard located at my local church, St. Peters Church Maesllan, Lampeter, Ceredigion.
Although the monuments are varied and, in some cases, not as grand as those seen in cemeteries and graveyards in larger cities, St. Peters still offers enough variety in monuments to demonstrate my theory in this comparative study.
During my initial research I found there was a distinction between graveyards and cemeteries. Graveyards are attached to churches, whereas cemeteries are open spaces generally on the outskirts of major towns and cities and used as a final resting place for the deceased. Cemetries where once seen more like parks to be walked around and enjoyed containing huge and ornate monuments to pay tribute to the deceased, but also demonstrate the affluence of those family members still living, but this was in stark contrast to the headstones of less affluent families. I will be discussing this further in the body of my report as this contrast between affluence and non-affluence will form part of my argument.
In this report I will be looking at the size and grandeur of monuments and headstones from the early 20th century in comparison to the monuments and headstones of recent times. I will be looking to see if this is purely down to fashion or whether the change in monuments is down too legislative influence. I feel that the stark contrast between the monuments and headstones of the past compared to the monuments and headstones of the present day has an interesting story to be told. In this paper I will be looking to try to unfold aspects of that story. 

Ethical approach used to compile this report

Due to the nature of this report, I have approached my collection of data ethically. Explaining my intensions to mourners visiting graves, explaining that I was recording data for a university assignment. I allowed people space to mourn, keeping my distance, and revisiting the grave I wanted to analyse after the mourners had left. Graveyards although being places of historical interest also carry huge emotional connections with those who have lost loved ones. I considered this at length and wrote out a basic code of practice to follow prior to visiting the graveyard and collating any data. My list of considerations set out before embarking on this report are:
Give people space to mourn and keep away from graves that have members of the public close by until they have left.
To recognise that I was working in an extremely sensitive place, and the importance was not to get the data I needed as quickly as possible, but to be prepared to wait or come back another time should the circumstances regarding collecting my data dictate that.
Be prepared to answer questions regarding my data collection within the graveyard.
Due to some monuments being either vandalised or laid flat as they presented a risk to the public, I was vigilant to avoid potential accidents to either myself or my partner who assisted me in taking photographs. The two days we spend at St. Peters graveyard the weather was luckily sunny but cold, however, we observed many potential hazards including deep holes in the ground that without vigilance and careful observation could cause serious harm.

Method

My method involved walking around the graveyard and analysing the size of the larger monuments and headstones and dates there were erected. I took measurements of the monuments and the headstones and numbered the findings in relation to photographs. I also took measurements and photographs of headstones from more recent times, to compare with the monuments and headstones of an earlier date (see appendix A). For example, approaching the front of the church one can see a clear difference in the type of monument and headstone used. I also recorded the headstones and monuments that had either been laid down due to health and safety reasons (see appendix B) (as graveyards and cemeteries are responsible for any accidents to the public due to unsafe monuments and headstones, every caution is taken to ensure that they are safe – a method known as the topple test is used to signify safety of monuments and headstones, especially the larger type erected in previous times. this is a significant issue as there has been many accidents and even fatalities due to falling monuments and headstones, especially on small children playing in cemeteries and graveyards). I also recorded what looked like acts of vandalism, leaving the monuments or gravestones in a state of disrepair. I was advised by my lecturer, Quentin Drew, that there was a spate of vandalism in the graveyard some years back, mainly due to the local youth having little to do in the Lampeter area (see appendix C). 

Results

“Cemeteries Clauses Act 1847
1847 CHAPTER 65 10 and 11 Vict
An Act for consolidating in One Act certain Provisions usually contained in Acts authorizing the making of Cemeteries.


Making of cemetery
And with respect to the making of the cemetery, be it enacted as follows:
6 Construction of cemetery to be subject to the provisions of this and the Land Clauses Consolidation Act 1845.
Where by the special Act the company shall be empowered for the purpose of making the cemetery, to take or use any lands otherwise than with the consent of the owners and occupiers thereof, they shall, in exercising the power so given to them, be subject to the provisions and restrictions contained in this Act and the M1Lands Clauses Consolidation Act 1845 and shall make to the owners and occupiers of and all other parties interested in any lands taken or used for the purposes of the special Act, or injuriously affected by the construction of the works thereby authorized, full compensation for the value of the lands so taken or used, and for all damage sustained by such owners, occupiers, or other parties, by reason of the exercise, as regards such lands, of the powers vested in the company by this or the special Act, or any Act incorporated therewith; and, except where otherwise provided by this or the special Act, the amount of such compensation shall be determined in the manner provided by the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, for determining questions of compensation with regard to lands purchased or taken under the provisions thereof, and all the provisions of the last-mentioned Act shall be applicable to determine the amount of such compensation, and to enforce payment or other satisfaction.” (https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Vict/10-11/65). The safety of memorials and headstones is not a new thing. As the act from 1847 states above, there was a requirement for an act to be passed to ensure public safety and make clear where the responsibility lies in the event of an unsafe monument or headstone causing harm to the public. This had an obvious bearing on the size and type of monuments used as no cemetery or graveyard would want to be held accountable for personal injury or even death due to unsafe structures under their jurisdiction. This tension between what individuals would like to erect as a tribute to their loved ones and what is in the public interest, health and safety wise, is a continued discussion to this day.
From the house of commons library:   
“Unsafe memorials in cemeteries  
his briefing paper deals with the position in England and Wales except where otherwise stated.
Memorials in cemeteries
Memorials, in this context, are sometimes referred to using a number of different terms including headstone, tombstone and gravestone.
Accidents in cemeteries
The issue of memorial safety was brought to a head following cases where memorials toppled over and caused injuries, sometimes fatal, to members of the public. In particular, the death of a child in Yorkshire in 2000 highlighted the problem of unstable memorials.
Responsibility for maintaining memorials
Responsibility for maintaining individual memorials generally remains primarily with those who erected them. Local authorities, acting as burial authorities, have general powers of management in relation to public cemeteries. This includes power to take any action necessary to remove a danger which arises because of the condition of a vault, tombstone or memorial. Burial authorities also have a duty of care under health and safety legislation and under the principles of occupier’s liability.
Local authority testing of memorials
In the light of concerns about public safety, many local authorities started to carry out an inspection programme in order to identify unsafe memorials, and to ensure that they were made safe by whichever method they considered appropriate. In many cases this involved the use of a mechanical test instrument.
The inspections resulted in some memorials being laid flat or cordoned off, and relatives were notified that they must pay to make them safe. This sometimes caused distress to bereaved relatives who felt that the graves were being desecrated and some argued that the tests themselves were making the memorials unsafe.
In 2006, the Local Government Ombudsman and the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales expressed the view that “it should not be necessary for burial authorities to lay down grave memorials on any large scale”. The Ministry of Justice reiterated the need for great sensitivity and careful planning in the way that work relating to memorials was undertaken.
Guidance on managing the safety of memorials in cemeteries
In January 2009, the Ministry of Justice published guidance, Managing the safety of Burial Ground Memorials. This sets out good practice on the standard expected in the risk management of memorials in all types of burial grounds, public or private. The guidance states that the risk of any injury is extremely low and that any precautions should be proportionate to the level of risk. The routine use of mechanical test instruments is not recommended.
The Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management (ICCM) has also published guidance. In 2009, following the publication of the Ministry of Justice guidance, the ICCM indicated two dilemmas for burial authorities that it considered would need careful consideration by those with a responsibility for health and safety matters.
A revised British Standard 8415, Memorials within burial grounds and memorial sites, specification, was published on 26 July 2018.”
(https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN03634/SN03634.pdf).
Discussion
It seems clear to me that the reduction in the size of headstone s and memorials permitted in cemeteries and graveyards has more to do with legislation than trends in memorials. There would obviously be those who would want to show the opulence of the family associated with the deceased by erecting large structure that dominate the landscape of a graveyard, but modern legislation has created a level of equality between those deceased and the living risiting the graveside     
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Appendix A
To the left is the monument of the former Dean of St. Thomas (1878) height of the monument is 1.86cm
To the right is the headstone of Dai Phillips (2016) height of the headstone is 74cm.
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Appendix B
This is an example of a headstone being laid down due to health and safety issues. Monuments and headstones in graveyard and cemeteries are topple tested to make sure they are safe to the public visiting the graveyard . 


[image: ]Appendix C
An example of presumed vandalism. I concluded that this was vandalism as when the graves are made safe by those working at the graveyard the monument or headstone is left in a respectful way. This looks as if it has been pushed over as the base is still in good order. 
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Appendix D.
This is an example of early twentieth century being placed close to the church. The average height of close to 2m and above. Whereas headstones from the late 1950’s onwards have an average height of 90cm. Although for some this may mean sacrificing their ability of wealth it does however provide more safety and a greater feeling of equality in the modern part of the graveyard.
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