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Part 1 
In Iceland, they think that it is important that children play outdoors. Government documents state that being outdoors is good for children. Curriculum guidelines say that enabling children to learn in an outdoors environment teaches them about the natural world. According to Nordahl and Johannesson (2013) the outdoors is good for exercising and healthy living. 
For years in Iceland, young people have been encouraged to experience the outdoors. Children aged between one and six get to do this every day whilst they attend school, however for children aged six to sixteen, they get less time to spend outside. Teachers in different schools have different methods of teaching, some teachers are really behind the idea that children should spend a lot of time outside and will encourage their pupils to do this. Oladottir (2008) states that in Iceland, it is clear that more and more teachers are starting to use the outdoors as a place to educate children and in Iceland’s capital Reykjavik, 70% of schools say they regularly take part in outdoor education. 
Adapted from:
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406





Part 2a
This essay will be about Forest Schools. The definition of Forest School has been described by the Forest School Network as
[bookmark: _GoBack] an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities, to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland environment.  

According to Murray and O’Brien (2006) parents are worried that their children don’t get to experience the woodland and go outdoors with their school as much as they did when they were children as health and safety is more of an issue now than it was back then. Research has shown that if children aren’t active and experience the outdoors environment at a young age, then it is more than likely they wouldn’t do as an adult either, they’ve found that it has an impact on the emotional as well as physical benefits of nature. 
Ward Thompson, C, Aspinall, P, et al (2004) point out that because of the difference in learning outdoors and learning in a standard classroom environment, The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to take part in Forest School in their own schools, particularly in foundation phase. 
Reference List:
Welsh Assembly Government, (2009) Outdoor Learning Handbook WAG
Thompson, C.W., Aspinall P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou P., (2004) Open space and social inclusion: local woodland use in central Scotland. Forestry Commission, Edinburgh.
E. O’Brien., R. Murray., (2006). A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Farnham: Forest Research.
Part 2b
· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important for students to avoid this because you need to show you have understood the task and show your interpretation and opinions, not use somebody else’s work and pass it off as your own. You need to display your own understanding on the subject.
· You should ensure that you reference every piece of information that has been taken from books, websites, journals or newspapers, not just when using a direct quotation but any information taken from somewhere else as this is not your own work.
· Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information for academic assignments. This is because the information on there may not always be accurate or true, this is because anyone visiting the website has the option of changing any information on there, which sometimes may be false.
· How to present a long quotation (more than 30 words
1. When including a long quote, speech marks are not needed
2. Once the quote has been written, you must then indent the left and right margin each by 1cm. You can do this by clicking onto layout, paragraph settings and then changing the left and right indent to 1.
3. You must then, highlight the quote and change it to single spaced. This can be done by clicking on layout, then paragraph settings and changing the line spacing option back to single. The rest of your work must still stay double line spaced.
· Research for academic study can be done in a variety of ways. There are many types of sources we can use such as books, websites, journals, newspapers and government documents. Each time we use these different sources, we must always reference it.
Part 3
This article is going to be about Working with Others. I have taken this from chapter 10, page 245 of The Study Skills Handbook, fourth edition by Stella Cottrell (2013). The chapter aims to inform students about the ways in which we may have to work with others during higher education, such as group projects, working alongside fellow students or attending seminars. The writer in this chapter gives tips and advice on how students can work in groups the most effectively. 
Firstly, I think that it is good that she includes a page of quotes written by students on what they think about collaborative working. There are mixed opinions on it, some of the students think it helped them to progress and was useful to their education, whereas others found problems and did not particularly enjoy the team aspect and felt that sometimes problems would arise when not all members were pulling their weight. She describes the negatives as well as positives which gives us a balanced first impression. 
In my opinion, the way in which the first few pages of this chapter are written is quite helpful as it gives the reader the chance to self-evaluate their skills and reflect on what they think they need to improve on for their own collaborative working. Throughout the chapter we are relating each circumstance to our own skills and experiences and this enables us to learn about what we might need to work on, however I have noticed that Cottrell does not include many strategies on how to help students that have struggled with group work. She includes advice on how to work well as a group, and how to work well with group discussions and presentations, but some of these strategies may not be suitable for some people and therefore what comes next? Students might be looking for help on if a group isn’t working, or they could be struggling with their presentation skills. The self-evaluation pages are helpful, but if they were to score low on them, I feel it would be helpful to include some strategies that they can work on to improve their group work skills. 
 She has kept the paragraphs short with clear and interesting sub headings, which means we are less likely to get bored while reading it. She has included bullet points with the main points throughout and questions to think about which enables us to skim through to the important parts of the text.
The language of the article is aimed at students who are new to higher education as the text is put clearly in simple terms. It is very easy to read and tells us about all the situations we might find ourselves in during our learning experience, this gives us an insight into what to expect. Its purpose is to help students think more about what skills they could bring to a group in preparation for any future group projects. During the chapter, one of the headings is called “How effective am I in giving presentations and talks?” I think this is a useful way of critiquing our presentation skills. This is likely to be a part of our learning during higher education and it is important we are aware of the strategies given in the chapter to help us with any anxieties or weaker areas of this, but again I feel there should be a section in the chapter that includes further advice if the initial advice and tips don’t work. The writer includes websites to visit for more information on certain areas, she includes the website address in a small box, so it is clear to see so if students are requiring further help they can visit those for more information. 
To conclude, I believe the writer has presented the chapter on working with others accurately and clearly for students who are new to higher education. However, as I have stated above, as much as there is a variety of help and advice given on working with others, I feel there should be a further section after the self-assessment pages which go into more detail about any struggles students may be having.
 In the book written by Davey, B., Bozan, K., et al called Alternatives for Pragmatic Responses to group work problems (2016) they write about problems which can occur during group work and they have also included the proposed solutions to each problem which in my opinion is extremely helpful. They have written it clear and simple but focussed on the problems that may occur and have included helpful strategies and advice to enable students to overcome them. 
Cottrell could include a targets page, so if they have certain areas of weakness, they could write them down as a target to keep a record of their improvements.
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