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This essay will focus on how the curriculum for Wales has put early interventions in place for children to gain a better understanding of the world and cultures around them through the four purposes of learning and touching upon how being an ethically informed citizen can allow children to learn about the different cultures and beliefs around the world. It will discuss the similarities and differences between the Ukrainian curriculum compared to the Welsh as they are believed to be quite similar with very few differences. The focus will be the barriers which children are facing that are putting a stop to them getting a good and consistent education. The war between Ukraine and Russia has had a great impact on the way in which schools are now run throughout Ukraine. For many schools they are struggling to educate children with very few resources due to the schools being destroyed by the war. Even though war is still currently on-going children still have the right to an education. Children's rights have been clearly stated throughout the curriculum and embedded into children’s day to day lives to ensure they are being provided with the best opportunities to reach their full potential. Before the war started poverty was an issue throughout the country of Ukraine however with the war currently still happen poverty figures are still increasing which means more and more children are not affected by this. There have been many suggested solutions as to how poverty can be reduced, and support is being put in place to ensure that children are getting the help they need to stop lifelong effects of child poverty. 
Within Wales children are provided with a high level of education. The curriculum for Wales has been created to help children in their development of skills to provide them with the best opportunities to succeed through life. The Welsh curriculum aims to ‘equip children with high standards of literacy and numeracy and prepare them to become more digitally and bilingually competent, and to be confident, capable and compassionate citizens – citizens of Wales and citizens of the world’ (Welsh Government a, No date). The curriculum has recently changed within Wales and its aim is to allow each school independently to develop their own curriculum to allow children to develop the skills in the four purposes of the curriculum. The curriculum is also made up of 6 key areas of learning which must be covered. These areas cover what children should be taught depending on their year group. The four purposes include being ‘Ambitious, Capable Learners’, ‘Enterprising, Creative Contributors’, ‘Ethical, Informed Citizens’ and ‘Healthy, Confident Individuals’. The four purposes allow schools to provide children with experiences and gain knowledge which can be transferred throughout their lives by developing and learning skills. The curriculum for Wales has provided children with an early opportunity with aspects of education for sustainable development and global citizens through one of the four purposes being ethically informed citizens as this allows children to gain an understanding about the world around them and the cultures of others.
Wales' curriculum is based around providing children with many opportunities and experiences to become confident and independent individuals. The aim is to develop children and young people’s listening, oracy and reading skills. For children to use numbers and problem-solve situations they may face daily and to use many different technological devices to communicate as the world is becoming digitally dependent (Welsh Government b, No Date). Throughout school's play is a huge part of the curriculum. Through play children get to have first-hand experiences to enable them to gain an understanding of the world that they live in. Children gain more from learning through play than through worksheets (Taylor and Power, 2020). They need these experiences to develop their skills (Welsh Government a, 2008). Even though throughout Wales poverty is increasing, children still have the right to education, and all children must attend school from the age of 4 years old. Sennedd (2023) states that ‘the latest figures show that 28% of children in Wales are living in relative poverty’.  For many countries around the world children in poverty are not provided with an education due to their poor situations, however for those which do attend schools often have to walk for hours to get there in rural areas which are not always safe for children. 
The United Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legal agreement created to set out children's rights regardless of their race, religion or abilities. The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles that governments must follow to allow children to have their basic needs met. Everyone must work together to ensure these rights can be accessible to all children. The UNCRC was created in 1989 and 196 countries have signed. However, there is one country which has decided not to sign the agreement. The UNCRC ensures that children's voices are being heard. It was believed that even though everyone has human rights there must be rights put in place for children which they will be able understand and that they are not forgotten about. The convention covers all aspects by setting standards in areas such as health care and education. It is important that children are aware of these rights as they can often be unaware of what their basic rights are (Murphy and Walters, 2022). All children have the right to be protected and as practitioners they must be taught about the rights they have. In 2011 a protocol was added so that if children think their rights have been taken away from them and their countries legal system was not able to provide them with a sufficient solution to resolve the issue, they are able to make a complaint directly to the UN committee on the rights of the child (Save the Children, No date). 
Within the United Convention on the rights of the child, there are four principles seen as general principles and play an important role in understanding the rights of all children. These are non-discrimination stated as article 2; every child deserves to be treated equally, no matter their religion, ethnicity, race or other personal traits. The second principle is the best interests of the child which can been seen as article 3; this is to ensure that all children are having their needs personally met and are protected from all types of harm including abuse, neglect or family violence. Principle three is the right to survival and development seen in article 6; support must be put into place to allow children to develop and reach their full potential. The fourth principle seen as article 12 is the right to be heard; every child deserves to have their views and opinions heard in every situation involving themselves, for example when choosing a school to go to or when deciding a foster family as children are the ones in which will be affected by these decisions its only right that they help in the decision making process (Unicef, No date). The UNCRC in article 28 states that every child has the right to an education, providing them with primary and secondary education. Following on from this article 29 says that every child has the right to goals of education which means that children's personalities, talents and abilities must be supported to allow them to develop while respecting parents as well as other cultures along with the environment (Unicef, No date). 
Ukraine was one of the first countries to ratify the Untied convention on the rights of the child. Ukraine is seen to be one of the poorest countries within Europe. Education within Ukraine is compulsory from the age of six years old to fifteen years old. Within the first four years, children will be introduced into the school environment and taught essential skills that they can carry with them throughout their lives. They will be taught practical skills which will cover art and sciences. It is important that practical skills are implemented into their curriculum at a young age as this time is where children will build over their gross and fine motor skills ready for middle education (Scholaro, 2024). For children under six years old, children can attend preschool, but not all have access to these provisions. These provisions are a mix of private preschools and public. However, all children have access to a provision from six years old. The curriculum in Ukraine for children in phase 1 is reading, writing, math, physical education, nature, art and music. During phase 1 they follow a play-based pedagogy which is like the Welsh curriculum as foundation phase is learning with a play-based approach. In Wales phonics is a vital part of foundation phase as this is where children learn sounds and letters, whereas, in Ukraine children may struggle with phonics as in Ukrainian the way a word is read it often the way it is spelt. In phase 1, there are lower academic expectations as they settle into the school environment, whereas phase is much more academic. For most children starting in phase 1 they can already read and write unlike Wales where children have very little or are unable to do either.  in phase 2 children only attend lessons once or twice a week unlike the curriculum for Wales where most subjects are covered day to day. They spend most of the school day engaged in different activities such as sport, chess and choir. At the end of phase 4 when children are nine years old assessments will take place which will be the Ukrainian language, reading and math. Children will then go onto basic secondary school where they will engage in more core subjects such as the Ukrainian language and literature, history, science and foreign language. Again, at the end of their five years they will take more examinations and be given a certificate of completion of basic secondary education (Devon County Council, No date).   
There are many barriers to accessing a good and consistent education for children and young people within Ukraine. One of these barriers being the current war that is still ongoing. Due to this war education in Ukraine has come to a stop and no children are getting the education they deserve. Russia's invasion has destroyed over 3,790 educational facilities throughout Ukraine since February 2022. Children's education already came to a stop during the global pandemic in 2019 and again stopped because of this horrific war taking place. Many children have either stopped having an education or have fled the country and taken up education in a different place. For many schools around Wales, they have welcomed a great number of Ukrainian children and provided them with an education to ensure that there is no continuous disruption. The war has greatly impacted the education system in Ukraine and is likely to have a long recovery once it has come to an end due to the repair and reconstruction of the schools and facilities (Human rights watch, 2023). ‘3.6 million children have been directly affected by school closures’ in Ukraine due to the war (Unicef, 2023). Along with providing education for these children, schools now play a vital role in the social development of these children because of the trauma that has come along with the war. The schools which are now educating these children must support their mental health issues and intervene at the early stages so that the trauma they have experienced does not cause long life problems. Since the war started UNICEF has supported these schools by providing bomb shelters and supplies such as laptops and tablets to ensure children are still getting the education they have a right to have. Education can be described as more than just what children learn and the knowledge, they develop but the lifelong skills in which they develop (Unicef, 2023). 
‘The sooner children will be able to return back to a school environment, to have their normal routine, to learn and interact with teachers and with classmates, the faster they can recover – particularly the most vulnerable children’ (Unicef, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Int_kDH2EaDY][bookmark: _Int_M6lhTYSV][bookmark: _Int_g0xfdNB4]Due to the war poverty in Ukraine has increased from 5.5% of the population to now 24.2%. 7.1 million people now claim to be in poverty because of the impact the war had had which means that the last 15 years of progress has now disappeared and will be extremely difficult to undo. Ukraine before the war was one of the world's biggest exporters for crops like barley and wheat. Ukraine is now believed to be one of the most food insecure countries in the world. There is little to no food produce in the country because of war. Due to poverty children are more likely to suffer than adults. Children from lower income families will struggle with development physically, socially and cognitively. The global pandemic took its toll on many households as they lost their income, meaning more children are missing out on their basic needs. 1.8 million children could face poverty because of the socioeconomic crisis in Ukraine alone. To be able to reduce the chances of children facing poverty, it means creating a new generation for these children to live in. It seems that children under the age of three years old are facing significant poverty as childbirth benefit is not covering the costs that is being lost due to the mother being on maternity leave. There are many reasons to suggest why child poverty needs to be supported and why it matters. The first reason is no child deserves to grow up and be surrounded by poverty, it is a violation of their rights. Another reason is the long-lasting effects which poverty can have on a child, and it is important that support is put in place for these children at a young age to reduce the impact. The final reason is that everyone is aware of child poverty, and it is not an issue that is going to go away overnight. It has been proven that there are solutions to end child poverty, however not enough people are participating to put an end to it (Unicef, 2021). 
Each family is living in a different kind of poverty, and it is important to understand what the issue is and how it can be resolved. For many families they live in monetary poverty which is trying to maintain a lifestyle of society with the lack of funds. Poverty caused by deprivation is children not having access to the goods and services which allow them to maintain the minimum standard of living. Such as not having a washing machine, no access to a mobile phone or even being able to keep their house warm. Statistics show that 19% of household within Ukraine were in a situation of deep deprivation. Subjective poverty can be defined as ‘an individual’s evaluation of his/her own material situation and indicates the individual’s well-being in society (Unicef, 2021). 
To conclude it is evident that the war on going throughout the country of Ukraine is having a significant impact on children’s education. Even though children are still being provided with an education it is not to the standard they deserve due to the fewer resource supplies. Schools are doing as much as they can to ensure that children's education is not being disrupted by the war. The focus within the school in Ukraine is to support children with the trauma they are going through on day-to-day basis because of the war. Child poverty is continuously increasing and not enough is being done to ensure these children are being protected. The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child is ensuring they are providing children with the support they need at this difficult time. By looking at the curriculum for Wales and the Ukranian curriculum they are very similar as they are both play-based for children just starting out in school. Ukranian schools want to embed crucial skills at a young age so that children can use them throughout different situations in life. Overall, more support needs to be put into place for children struggling with trauma and for children which are currently living in poverty. It is important that these issues are resolved sooner as they can have a lifelong impact on children’s mental health and their development. 
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