HPHP4006		Charlotte Robinson
This essay will look at how Myth has shaped media, including the negative depictions of Eve in current media, as well as other instances where Myth from the book of Genesis influences media. In the book of Genesis 2:15-3:7 (American Standard Version) Eve is blamed for the ‘first sin’ that is, eating the forbidden fruit. While the serpent is certainly to blame for the temptation and corruption of Eve, the blame is placed on Eve for succumbing to the temptation, thus eating and sharing the forbidden fruit with Adam, opening their eyes to sin. Since then, Eve is often depicted in media as a temptress and incredible naïve, while Adam is depicted as the higher and more dominant being, as he was created first, he is seen as more important. Medias depiction of Eve throughout the last decade has not changed much from works seen in the 15th to 16th centuries such as ‘Adam and Eve’ (Lucas Cranach the Elder, 1528) and ‘The Fall of Man’ (Michelangelo, 1512). These works depict Adam, helpless to Eve’s temptations, as she is depicted as a seductress, whilst holding the forbidden fruit. To try and understand modern depictions of Eve, and the influence of Myth on modern media this essay will look at the following for media representations, Lucifer (2016-2021), The Handmaids Tale (2017-Present), and The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina (2018-2022).
Lucifer is a TV show that follows the protagonist of the same name, also known as the Devil. He was the ruler of Hell but decided to live life on Earth. The show follows Lucifer and has many characters also based around the bible, such as ‘God’, angels, such as Gabriel, as well as Adam and Eve. The character Eve is played by Inbar Lavi. In the series, Eve has a relationship with Lucifer and Mazikeen following her separation from Adam, which occurred as she wanted to experience a new kind of life. 
To follow from previous depictions of Eve previously mentioned, Eve in the series Lucifer is shown to be quite a sexual character, engaging in sexual activity with Lucifer and others throughout the series, engaging in sexual activity in a group, shown throughout season 4. This could be said to illude to Eve being seductive and a temptress, as she was able to successfully seduce Lucifer into maintaining a relationship after a night of sexual relations, although, these scenes mostly occur while maintaining her relationship with Lucifer and is shown to be as sexual during her relationship with Mazikeen. 
More subtly, before reuniting with Lucifer (who throughout the show is explained to have been the one to have tempted her with the forbidden fruit), Eve is shown only to be wearing all white, to possibly depict her as ‘pure’ before her temptation, but this isn’t the case during her relationship with Lucifer, in which she wears red. The colour white is described as a colour that depicts clean, simple, pure, while the colour red depicts sexuality, impulse and violence (Morton, 1997). After the relationship ends with Lucifer, Eve returns to wearing white for the remainder of the series. 
The depiction of Eve in Lucifer, shows a ‘pure’ woman, seduced by the devil on numerous occasions, while trying to free herself from her relationship with Adam. Eve is shown to be a loveable character making numerous friends and relationships throughout the show, while unfortunately being naïve and easily tempted. This reflects with what is written in the book of Genesis, having been tempted to eat the forbidden fruit, which is referenced in the show. 
The Handmaids Tale is another example of how Myth impacts modern media. The tv series based on the book of the same name, is a dystopian drama based in ‘Gilead’, a government that has established rule, following the collapse of the United States of America following a civil war. The name of the series itself is a reference from Genesis 16:1, in which Sarai, has her own handmaid named Hagar. As Sarai herself was unable to conceive, she ordered her handmaid to carry her child for her. The series follows Offred, whom herself is a handmaid, and is forced to conceive in her posting. The handmaids participate in ‘ceremonies’ in which the aim is to conceive a child for those they are posted with, which is a direct reference to the actions in the book of Genesis. 

There are a multitude of Biblical references throughout The Handmaids Tale, not just from the book of Genesis but Old and New Testament stories. The name of the Republic of Gilead in the series is a reference to the same name place in Genesis 31:21. Gilead is described as a peaceful, clean and fertile place which is what the Republic of Gilead tries to portray throughout The Handmaids Tale, but in the book of Hosea, Gilead is described as a tormented city full of evil men. This shows the leaders of Gilead’s manipulation of the Bible to benefit themselves. 
The theme of Genesis 30:1 is prominent throughout the series. In the Bible, women in Israel lacked honour when they were unable to provide children to their husbands. The women’s maids would then be their surrogates to provide for their husbands. The Handmaids Tale readopts this practice and forces handmaids into their roles by ingraining this law with religion and giving them a false sense of purpose. The Handmaids are educated at the Rachel and Leah Centre (The Red Centre), named after the characters in Genesis 30:1.
Again, in The Handmaids Tale colour is symbolistic. Handmaids are forced to wear red, which represents sexuality, impulse and violence, whereas the wives of commanders wear blue, which is symbolises spirituality, trust and cleanliness (Morton, 1997). The handmaids are mere slaves much like those referenced in the book of Genesis, and the wives are held higher than the handmaids, which is why they’re differentiated by colour coded outfits. 
The final example this paper will look at is The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina (2018-2022). The show follows Sabrina Spellman, a young witch, who is revealed to be the daughter of Lucifer Morningstar. Morning Star is the translation for the name of the Devil in Isaiah 14:12. There are many mythical creatures featured throughout the series, but a prominent character throughout the series is Lilith. While Lilith is only named in the bible once (Isaiah 34:14), she is quite a prominent character that is well recognised.  
In Isaiah 34:14 Lilith is referred to as the night-monster who should be avoided. While not directly spoken about in the bible, a lot of myth and folklore has derived from Lilith. It is speculated that Lilith was the serpent in the garden of Eden, and she was in fact Adams first wife, before Eve, and that they separated, hence the need for Eve to be made from Adams rib (Sartore, 2021).  
Throughout the series Lilith is portrayed as someone ‘non-human’ who inhabits the body of a human so that she can inhabit the Earth. Lilith spends the series mentoring Sabrina, while trying to achieve her own goals, which includes trying to seduce Lucifer Morningstar so that she can marry him and become the Queen of Hell. Lilith is not portrayed in good light throughout the series, while directly correlating to the folklore stories of Lilith that are portrayed in the Dead Sea Scrolls discovered in the 1940s and 1950s. 
Throughout The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina, Lilith is often portrayed as a seductress and corrupter. Lilith often is portrayed as the bad character and as someone who can’t be trusted as she only acts with her own best interests at heart. Lilith typically wears all black throughout the series, and as mentioned before holds a lot of symbolism. According to Morton (1997), the colour black symbolises power, sexuality, corruption and death. 


From these three examples it can clearly be seen that myths and stories shape modern media. Stories portrayed throughout the Bible and the folklore derived from the Bible are still prominent in movies and tv shows shown globally. Seen in Lucifer, Eve is depicted as a sexual character, easily corrupted and naïve, The Handmaids Tale depicts stories from the book of Genesis, centred around fertility and childbearing, and The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina where Lilith is depicted as a seductress, corruptive and even evil. Not to mention throughout each show there are other references that reflect to other myths. It is undeniable that Myths, Mythology and Folklore have shaped the world as reflected in media, religion and pop culture. 
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