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What are the key social elements that impact on a learner’s ability to access education?
“The best anti-poverty program is a world-class education” (Obama, B. 2010). Eight percent of the world is currently living in poverty (World Poverty, 2018). Poverty can be seen in different ways. There is absolute and relative poverty. Both of which effect on a learner’s ability to access education. Poverty can pave a path to other key elements which impact on a learner’s ability to access education. Through these issues the learner can also face other problems such as discrimination, social exclusion and inequality. Poverty stems from numerous problems which leads a person into a circle of issues which in many situations can be avoided. In an average classroom of thirty children, nine children were seen to be in poverty in 2016/17 (CPAG, 2017). Due to poverty the education the 9 children will be limited and have an immense effect on their lives.  
The World Bank Organisation says poverty is defined by someone’s income. It states that if a person’s income falls below the average then they are poor (BBC, 2014). However, there is no exact definition of the term ‘poverty’. It can be described in different ways depending on a person’s perception. Relative poverty means a person can earn the average income, but they are barely getting by. Absolute poverty is those who cannot meet their basic needs such as food or shelter. Any one is these situations are seen to be poor therefor it will impact on their impact to access education. Children in bigger families are at more risk of living in poverty as 36% of children living in poverty are a family of 3 or more (CPAG, 2017). 
Children living in poverty are more likely to suffer from a chronic illness or disability. In 2017 out of almost 8 million children enrolled in school in England, 14.4% of those children had special educational needs (Department for education, 2017). It is stated that children with disabilities or learning needs such as autism have parents who also have disabilities, some of which is genetic. Having anyone in the family with a special educational need or disability affects their income. This is for many reasons such as a parent missing work for their child or a parent with disability not being able to work at all. Therefor the child lives in poverty (Bernardes, E. et al, 2016). Due to the learner living in poverty this impacts the accessibility to education because they have a low income or in some cases no income at all. This can then lead to the learner not being able to afford to go to school. This could be not being able to afford the bus or even school uniform. A report states that studies from the 1970s and 1980s shows that better health results in education attainment, improving wages and labour productivity (Morrison, C. 2002). 
Furthermore, a learner living in poverty could face discrimination. The equality act 2010 states that everyone should have the same opportunity and should not be limited. There are many different types of discrimination a person can face. For a person living in poverty they could face indirect discrimination on a day to day basis. Poverty could isolate and stigmatise children in school leading to discrimination (Experiences of poverty and educational disadvantage, 2007). Children also miss out of opportunities such as a good education because they do not only get discriminated due to them being poor but also based on their ethnic background and their gender (Every last child, 2016). In studies it is found that white boys living in poverty achieve less in maths then others especially less than those with Asian backgrounds (Experiences of poverty and educational disadvantage, 2007). These children could be stigmatised and be treated differently due to their background and poverty making them want to go to school less. It will then affect their attendance and attainment. Therefor living in poverty has a great impact on a learner’s accessibility to education. If a child is underachieving from a young age at school, then they are less likely to carry on with education at an older age and entering the cycle of poverty. 
Another reason a learner’s accessibility to education could be impacted stemming from poverty in the self-fulfilling prophecy. Self-fulfilling prophecy is labelling a learner whether that label is correct or not then treating them based on that label. The learner then will think that the label is correct and start acting towards that label (Bates, B. 2015). In terms of living in poverty, a learner could be judged by peers and teachers of being lesser than them. Most teachers could think that those who live in poverty are less intelligent and disobedient. The learner will then go on to meet the teachers views and perception. This will then go on to impact the learner’s accessibility to education as they will be misbehaving in school and being expelled or removed from classrooms. Also, some might think they are not intelligent enough for school and decide to stay home and receive no education at all. A study conducted in Northern Ireland finds that children at disadvantaged schools get told off by teachers more than those is regular schools. This showed boys are especially failed by the education system. The children in this study are aware of their social status and the limitations they are faced with (Experiences of poverty and educational disadvantages, 2007). However, that is not always the case, some children living in poverty embrace what they have and go on to prove others wrong. 
Also, many studies show children living in poverty who receive free school meals have low attainment. In 2017, 14% of children in England schools are known to be eligible or claiming free school meals (Department of education, 2017). Free school meals are for those whose family has a low income and receives certain benefits (Howson, J. 2010). In some cases, families who receive a median rage income but are considered poor do not receive free school meals although they would benefit from it. There is a clear difference and stigma around those who receive free school meals. The attainment gap between those who receive free school meals and those who do not has seen to be closing since 2009 but it still very relevant (MENA report, 2016). Free school meals have been seen to improve concentration in classrooms of those living in poverty (The children’s society, n/a). However, there is a lot of stigma around receiving free school meals. It tends to single out the children and increases bullying resulting in almost 500,000 not taking up free school meals, it also takes away the pressure from those living in poverty who can not afford other school expenses (The children’s Society, n/a).
Living in poverty could also impact a leaner’s accessibility to education by the expenses of school. In most schools there is a cost for uniform and trips. Not having the correct uniform in school straight away put a child at a disadvantage to the rest. Th child stands out to everyone, allowing for the learner to get bullied for their appearance. Also, there are the expenses such as textbooks and trips. Many schools are expanding their trips to better a child’s experience but also making them costlier. For example, many schools do a weekend trip to France. Although the experience is great for the children not all can afford it. Putting those children living in poverty in the out group and excluding from the rest of the children. This allows for the child to get stigmatised for being in their position, therefor impacting their accessibility to education. 
Finally, every point made above will affect a learner’s attendance. This is the one of biggest reasons a learner who lives in poverty has limited accessibility to education. There is a lot of stigma surrounding those who live in poverty and related problems such as ill health making a learner miss school on a regular basis. In some case’s children live in deprived areas meaning there are not regular bus’s, so they do not get to school in time or at all. Also, they might not be able to afford the bus fare to school. Therefor impacting their accessibility to education and lowering their attendance. Another reason is ill health. Many learner’s living in poverty live in damp housing and have chronic illnesses such as asthma. This means that the learner is not always able to attend school, impacting their accessibility to education. Zhang, M (2006) found that between 2005/6 there was an absent rate 5.56% due to illness in 76 schools between England and Wales. With a 1.3 truancy rate between 2004/5.
Although poverty is a huge key element which impacts a learner’s accessibility to education there are many things being done to help those in need. The UNCRC made an article solely for children’s voices to be heard. This allowed for children to point out what can be improved and what affects them. In Northern Ireland many children wanted to speak more after their allotted time given by the schools. Some of the issues that were mentions by the children were the different types of houses they live in. Also, when taking to the children they realised there was a lot of pressure for children when there are non-uniform days. In most school non-uniform days are for charity to the child will have to give 50p or £1 but most children struggle to pay that (Horgan, G. 2007). The government have now started a ‘Cashless system’. This allows for children who receive free school meals to go unidentified to avoid bullying and the stigma around it (Cunningham, 2012). There are also organisations like the child poverty action group to help families with advice living in poverty. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, there is a lot of stigma around the learners who live in poverty resulting to bullying. Alongside this there a lot of issues that pave from poverty such as bad health that result to the learner missing school a lot. Also, many people with parents or children with disabilities and SENs end up living in poverty due to not being able to work. For learner’s in education this then limits their accessibility to education as they have poor attendance. Furthermore, all issues resulting from poverty result in either the learner moving away from education due to the stigma or not being able to maintain a good attendance level, impacting their accessibility to education. However, there are many ways the government and society are trying to do to improve this key element. The government are bringing in a cashless system into most schools to take away from the stigma of receiving free school meals and lowering the bullying. Also, schools are having less non-uniform to take away the pressure the learner in poverty will have. Another improvement is that are many organisations to help learner’s who live in poverty with their education and social interactions for free. 
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