Ella Curr - 1803755		Dissertation Synopsis – M5X01981
Draft Title
Heritage buildings in the age of climate change. Survive or crumble?
Introduction
This research will focus on the issue of repurposing heritage sites today in response to environmental changes. It is my assumption that the public view heritage sites as being damaging to the environment rather than helping it and so my aim is to find ways to either prove that this is not the case or find solutions to change this assumption by exploring suitable technologies to work with the sites. 
The key issues that I intend to focus on include historical significance, planning legislation (both existing and future changes), maintenance of the buildings, the possible refurbishment and retro-fitting of these buildings as well as the cost of all these elements and where this funding comes from
Methodology 
The primary research methods used in this research will include questionnaires to the general public, interviews with experts in the field of heritage architecture and sustainable technologies as well as case studies. These will allow me to collect data on the first-hand experience of renovating heritage sites, peoples opinions and perceptions on this topic and ideas that already exist in this area. The secondary research will involve reading and summarising existing research surrounding renovating heritage sites which will allow me to analyse both existing and my newly found research to develop innovative solutions to the challenges facing the sector. 
Aims and Objectives 
Aim: To identify the key challenges facing heritage buildings with reference to climate change and develop practical solutions to these challenges. 
Specific Objectives: 
· Look at existing buildings that have both succeeded and failed at responding to climate change to draw experiences from and begin documenting.
· Establish the challenges facing people trying to repurpose heritage sites today (CADW etc) 
· Discuss these challenges with those in the sector in order to develop a deeper understanding of the practical problems relating to this topic
· Develop a deeper understanding of the legislation and funding access through secondary research
· Attempt to develop possible solutions for the problems surrounding the repurposing of heritage sites.
· Hypothetically test with time frames to determine if these solutions are feasible in both the short and long term. 
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Limitations
The first limitation of my research is that it will be difficult to provide a substantial sample size in the restricted time frame. Another limitation is that the researcher will have limited access to professionals in the heritage sector and this data could potentially include a vested interest and so the data may not be reliable enough to include as a significant element to draw conclusions or solutions from. There may also be a limited response to questionnaires so it will be ensured that this is done in plenty of time to follow up and ensure enough respondents. Given these limitations I will have an alternative strategy in place in case of any of the above occurring. This will be to interview those who have responded to my surveys either over the phone, video call or in person in order to gain a more substantial response to my questions and to develop a deeper level of questioning.
Ethical Considerations 
There are limited ethical considerations as far as my research is concerned. There will be a need for agreements with regards to confidentiality when conducting my interviews, should this opportunity arise. In order to adhere to the GDPR Regulations, all my participants will have the opportunity to give permission or not for the storage of data on a cloud drive of sorts. They will also be made aware of the time scale that this data will be stores for prior to the permission being granted. If permission is not granted, then the data will not be stored in any form. There will also be no harmful effects on the sites visited or the environment during my observations as well as ensuring that nothing is done that compromises the integrity of the university. 
Time Frame 
After careful research and looking at the guidelines, I have allocated 75% of the 12 month process and left 25% for possible unforeseen circumstances. I have divided each section into percentages in order to remain flexible with exact dates and deadlines. As follows: Introduction (5%, 3 weeks), Literature Review (35%, 10 weeks), Research Methods (10%, 4 weeks), Data Collection (20%, 10 weeks), Analysis (15%, 7 weeks), Conclusions (10%, 4 weeks), Bibliography and Appendices (5%, 3 weeks)
Conclusion
I have chosen to research the challenges facing heritage buildings in the era of climate change because I believe that the integrity of heritage sites can work alongside sustainable technologies such as photovoltaics, GSHPs/ASHPs and solar thermal panels to not only revitalise the interest and use of otherwise lost architecture but also to give back to the environment in a positive way, allowing old and new to work together.
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