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Since the 1950s the production of plastic products has outpaced that of most other materials, a large proportion of which was designed to be disposed of after its first use. This frivolous attitude has meant that in the last 60 years we have produced a massive 6.9 billion tonnes of plastic waste globally, 6.3 million tonnes of which was never recycled or repurposed leaving it in landfills, dumps and strewn throughout the ocean, Parker (2019).

In 2017 40% of plastic produced worldwide was used to make products and packaging that were discarded after their first use according to Parker (2019), to combat this issue a European directive has been backed by UK MEP’s to ban single use plastic products that have a readily available alternative already on the market. The bill still needs to pass additional procedural measures before it can go into effect, but officials say its chances look good and could begin enforcement as early as 2021. 
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