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[bookmark: _Toc171434176]Introduction
Indeed, globalization of the environment cannot be absolute without structure and responsibility. For the UK Fast-Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) industry, it means focusing on the commitment to integrating sustainability factors into their elaborated supply chain. The implementation of sustainability initiatives into supply chain systems has emerged as key to organizations’ success amid challenges in the natural, human, and financial domains. Sustainable Supply Chain Management (SSCM) is defined as the management of resources in a supply chain with regards to the environmental, social, and economic effects that are induced by the processes of supply chain management. It also not only solves the problem of the growing regulatory demands but also answers the consumer demand for corporate responsibility and transparent. Current literature highlights the importance of SSCM as a strategy that can help to integrate global sustainability objectives like the UN SDGs while also enhancing innovations and sustainability in supply chains. 
[bookmark: _Toc170749103][bookmark: _Toc171434177]Aims, Objectives, and Research Questions
Sustainable supply chain management (SSCM) involves the integration of ethical, environmental, and social factors into the supply chain management process from the raw material supply to end customer usage. Villena and Gioia (2020) suggest that responsible supply chains can boost organizational readiness and performance. Some of the possible measures that they consider include: Use of renewable energy; Management of carbon footprints; Efficient supply chain management to cut on wastage; Relationship with ethical suppliers. Such actions not only meet the standards of regulation but also correspond to the increasing desire of consumers for more conscientious activity of business.
Aims
The aim of this research is to critically analyze and evaluate the implementation of sustainable practices within the global supply chains of the UK Fast-Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) industry, identifying key drivers, challenges, and opportunities for improvement.
Objectives
1. To assess the primary drivers for sustainable practices in UK FMCG supply chains. 
2. To evaluate the effectiveness of current sustainable practices implemented by UK FMCG companies.
3. To identify the key challenges faced by UK FMCG companies in implementing sustainable supply chain practices.
4. To recommend strategies for enhancing the adoption and effectiveness of sustainable practices within UK FMCG supply chains.
Research Questions
1. What are the primary drivers influencing the adoption of sustainable practices within UK FMCG supply chains?
2. How effective are current sustainable practices implemented by UK FMCG companies (e.g., ethical sourcing, carbon footprint reduction) in achieving environmental and social sustainability goals?
3. What are the key challenges faced by UK FMCG companies in implementing sustainable supply chain practices?
4. What strategies can be recommended to enhance the adoption and effectiveness of sustainable practices within UK FMCG supply chains?
[bookmark: _Toc170749104][bookmark: _Toc171434178]Methodology
Descriptive Research Design
This research study will use descriptive research design to determine sustainable practices in global supply chains. Explorative research seeks to explain the nature of certain phenomena and present a true picture of the state of affairs. In this study, the use of the descriptive approach will help in a detailed analysis of sustainable supply chain management (SSCM) practices across different industries and geographical locations (Monson 2023). This research will aim at comparing and describing important factors, trends, and interactions associated with sustainability in supply chain through the analysis of secondary sources of data.
Deductive Approach
In this dissertation, a deductive approach will be used to guide the entire analysis. This approach will include proposing specific theories or hypotheses from theory and empirical evidence. Therefore, this research aims to establish the credibility and generality of the existing theories and hypotheses regarding sustainability practices and SCI. The deductive approach will assist in the proper evaluation of theoretical frameworks by assessing the secondary data, given the fact that it has a rational organisation in contrast to the inductive approach (Yazdani et al. 2023).
Positivism Philosophy
On this research, positivist philosophy will be implemented because it relies on objective, empirical, and scientific data to generate knowledge. In the context of positivism, sustainable practices in the supply chain and other social phenomena are therefore susceptible to scientific investigation. In adopting positivist epistemology, this dissertation aims at identifying patterns and causations from the systematic analysis of secondary data (Marnewick and Chetty 2021). This will make it easier to demonstrate that the results are based on facts and enable the growth of knowledge in SSCM.
Data Collection
This study uses a single primary research data collection technique to comprehensively investigate the sustainable initiatives in the UK FMCG industries and their supply chain. The main emphasis is made on collecting more detailed information from the primary sources. Although there are plans for follow-on research using secondary data analysis, the method primarily utilises non-recorded telephonic semi-structured interviews with five key informants in the UK FMCG industry.
These interviews are planned to be as cost efficient as possible for participants and enable comprehensive review of the research questions. Thus, by not taping the interviews, the principle of anonymity is safeguarded, and respondents can share their opinions without inhibition. Extensive notes will be made during the interviews to capture participants’ attitudes and perceptions as closely as possible. To provide better structure to the interviews, semi-structured telephonic interviews were conducted with five experts in the UK FMCG industry. The respondents were anonymous and they were able to express themselves during the non-structured sessions. There was no formal questionnaire since the study aimed at having an open discussion.
Qualitative thematic Data analysis
The researcher will then analyze based on themes the detailed notes taken during the interview process. This is a rigorous process that involves coding, which entails the differentiation, categorization, and integration of patterns in the data. When such themes are coded and subsequently categorized, the researcher is able to make meaningful analysis that is relevant to the research questions. The thematic analysis will encompass critical elements implicating sustainable practices in UK FMCG supply chain; for instance, motivations to adopt sustainable practices including consumers demand pressures, regulation, and material scarcity. It will also examine the efficiency of the current sustainability strategies in addressing environmental and social objectives. The evaluation will then focus on the difficulties experienced by firms of UK FMCG industries while implementing these measures (for instance costs, intricate world chain, and obscured supplier picture). The relationship dynamics between supply chains partners will be discussed to establish the subjectivity in achieving sustainability objectives (Monson 2023). Thus, based on the analysis of these findings, the dissertation seeks to offer relevant recommendations to organizations and policy makers to enhance the sustainable supply chain management practices. These participants will have the required knowledge and past experience in sustainable practices within the UK FMCG industry. It will target key stakeholder groups to avoid generalizing the research findings and to ensure that the data collection is done thoroughly and comprehensively.
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In their article, Chen and Huaccho Huatuco (2021) discuss the rationale for the centrality of SSCM in the FMCG sector, which is in tune with overall business and sustainability strategies. The literature emphasizes a concept like ethical sourcing and minimizing carbon footprinting in supply chain management. Experts state that such measures do not only correlate with global sustainability systems but also improve organizational safeguards and competitiveness. Furthermore, research also indicates that technology is a key determinant of efficiency and the sustainability of supply systems that underpin operational longevity; and market competitiveness in the FMCG sector.
Zimon, Tyan, and Sroufe (2020) identify the key drivers and practices of Sustainable Supply Chain Management (SSCM) and how they can be aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) framework. Their needs, customers and ethics are presented as some of the forces that compel organisations for supply chain management to adopt sustainable supply chain management. The authors also support the adoption of certain SSCM practices with the SDGs that would help in enhancing conservation of the environment, social accountability and economic recovery. The following is a literature review conducted through analysis of the current literature and empirical research. In their work, Zimon et al. (2020) included supplier engagement, lifecycle assessment and ethical standards as means to achieve SDG compatibility. As a result of this study, the practices of SSCM will boost competitive advantage and organization sustainability, meaning that these practices should be adopted by organisations.
Therefore, in the present research, Adama & Okeke (2024) provide a comparative review of business and supply chain structures, as well as supply chain structures in Africa and the USA FMCG industries. It focuses mainly on strategic change management processes for increasing organisational performance and effectiveness, sustainable production, and competitive advantage across both fields. The authors point to issues in supply chain management, including disparity in infrastructure, regulations and consumption. They prescribe such strategies such as local sourcing, distribution and even the application of technology as important pillars of success.
As stated by Touboulic et al., (2020), the application of SSCP in the FMCG sector is focused on the management of the environment to increase the sustainability contest level. Organizing the disposal of waste, especially in breweries and pubs, is widely regarded as part of sustainable practices. RBV substantiates those factors such as human capital development, technology development, and others are instrumental in sustaining performance. Stakeholder Theory also extends the analysis of the suppliers and regulatory agencies that have been identified in the adoption and success of SSCPs. Together, these frameworks offer a good backdrop on which to build the history of SSCPs in the FMCG industry.
In the context of sustainability, consumer consciousness, and regulation, (Jain and Hudnurkar, 2022) define the importance of the FMCG sector. The research shows that consumers are increasingly aware of green and sustainable packaging materials because of raising environmental consciousness. The following factors propel this shift: attitude towards sustainability, the impact of sustainable packaging on consumer behaviour and sustainable marketing communication. The literature further notes that it is helpful to know why consumers behave that way so that the best sustainable practices can be followed. 
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Possible limitations include the subjectivity and bias in the choice and analysis of secondary research materials. Heterogeneity of data quality and amount across various studies may influence the generalizability and validity of the synthesized conclusions. It may be limited by the amount of material available and its accessibility, thereby possibly having an impact on the quality and quantity of information analyzed (Dahan et al. 2023).
However, because of these declines, several measures have been put in place to reduce biases such as systematic selection of data and increased thematic analysis of the data collected. These limitations, along with approaching ethical issues and concerns effectively, this research aims to make a significant contribution to the field of sustainable supply chain management without compromising academic credibility (Ghadge et al. 2021).
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This study used focus group discussion, and both moderated and unmoderated qualitative methods of research were used in this study. The target population was identified based on their level of awareness about sustainability. Data collected was analyzed using thematic analysis with considerations to ethics including, consent, anonymity and maintaining confidentiality. Documentation of the procedure of data collection and data analysis increases confidence in the study results and can be useful in replicating the study in the future.
Secondly, issues of confidentiality and privacy are always taken care of since the data used in secondary analysis are published or in the public domain (Bernards et al. 2022). It is therefore important that ethical standards be followed when dealing with sensitive information and that, where possible, data be used only as they were intended to be when they were collected.
There is the need to make research practices transparent. Methodological descriptions, criteria for data inclusion, and other steps involved in the analysis increase the likelihood of results’ credibility and allow replication (Tiwari et al. 2023). Through adherence to the principles of methodological transparency, this study seeks to encourage trust in its findings and make a responsible and meaningful contribution to the informed debate about sustainable supply chain management.
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In conclusion, it can be concluded that sustainability factor is essential for the FMCG companies of UK to manage various environmental issues and social and economic factors affecting their supply chain. Sustainable practices are beacons for the supply chains of the contemporary markets given environmental, social, and economic concerns. Supply Chain Integrity (SCI) must employ multi-faceted strategies in order to execute these practices systematically across various supply chain tiers. Consequently, this assessment has pointed out the ethical and transparent supply chain management as crucial by identifying SCI, defining the elements of sustainable supply chain, and reporting the potential best practices alongside with the empirical findings of SCI’s influence. In this research, it is posited that the members of the supply chain should cooperate to ensure effective and efficient supply chain that creates value for shareholders and the public at large.
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