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Abstract:

Contemporary Christianity in modern-day Britain presents a complex
landscape, characterised by theological diversity and shifting patterns of
engagement. The foundational figure of Jesus, as the Son of God and saviour
of all humankind, remains central to the faith, but defining a unified religious
identity is increasingly challenging. According to the 2021 Census data, the
self-identification of Christians in England and Wales has decreased by 25.6
percentage points in the past two decades, with only 46.2% of the population
identifying as Christian. Furthermore, those identifying as Christian had an
average age of 51 years, highlighting challenges in engaging younger
generations.

In parallel, the United Kingdom has witnessed a notable increase in
individuals identifying as lesbian, gay, or bisexual over the past decade. Data
from the Office for National Statistics indicates a consistent rise in LGBTQI+
identification from 1.7% in 2015 to 3.3% in 2022, with the age group 16-24
displaying the highest proportions. This demographic shift signifies a growing
acceptance and identification with diverse sexual orientations, further
developing inclusive modern attitudes towards sexuality among the general
populace.

The pivotal decades of the 1960s and '70s brought about profound
cultural shifts across the West, influencing gender roles and sexual norms.
Disengagement from traditional Christianity—often attributed to a perceived
incongruence between lifestyle and religious standards—accelerated during this
period. Foucault's ideas, advocating for the deconstruction of established
norms and liberation from systems of power, set the stage for what is now
widely considered a “culture war" between traditional beliefs and post-modern
perspectives. The ongoing debate on gender and sexuality highlights the
existing tension between deeply rooted religious doctrines and the ever-
evolving, inclusive ethos of contemporary Western society.

The following essay seeks to explore the intricate interplay between
traditional Christian consensus and the transformative impact of Foucault's
post-structuralist ideas on contemporary attitudes towards gender, sexuality,
and the broader cultural landscape.



