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Social Rules can vary for  a number of reasons. As a result, the Hidden Curriculum is constantly evolving, which needs to be  considered by all involved in education.
This is a particularly difficult skill to master for pupils with ASC. 
Examples of variation
AGE – Asking two 7-year old boys to hold hands whilst travelling along a road with school is deemed acceptable. Asking two 15-year olds to do the same thing results in a different outcome.
 GENDER – A lone female adult speaking to a young child they do not know, without their parent’s attention elicits a vastly different response than if it was a lone male.
Other examples can include the Culture of the school or workplace, the influence of peers and the specific circumstance the individual finds themselves in.
The Hidden Curriculum is a concept identified as far back as 1978 by Henry Giroux. He noted “what students learn in school is determined more by the hidden curriculum of rigid classroom structures and power relationships than formal curriculum.”  
Formal & Hidden Curriculum
Formal education in the UK is provided through the National Curriculum. This is “a set of subjects and standards used by primary and secondary school’s so children learn the same thing. It covers what subjects are taught and the standards children should reach.” (www.gov.uk. 2018)
The Hidden Curriculum works alongside the formal curriculum in promoting acceptable behaviour and values. These commonly include punctuality, respect to peers and people in authority and dressing appropriately.
Following on from Donaldson’s “Successful Futures” Report in 2010 the Welsh Government will be introducing a new curriculum from 2022. The curriculum will aim to bring both the formal and hidden curriculum together, designed to better equip young people with the skills needed for later life. This will include key principles like literacy and digital skills will be taught across all subjects.
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Don’t you know that …..?
Common Sense says…..
Everyone knows that ……

Why is the HC difficult for pupils with ASC
· ASC pupils commonly learn through their senses;, sight, sound, touch and taste. They find it difficult to learn a “concept” or “imagine” a situation.
· They prefer routine, and do not like change. Transferring skills between situations is often difficult.
· Poor proprioception can prevent development of skills.
 
How British!!
One thing the British are famed for is their queueing. JustLanded.com (2018) make a tongue in cheek assessment of British culture, stating that people have “a passion for queueing.” But why?
Turn taking forms a large part of a child’s development, and is a powerful example of the Hidden Curriculum in education. Pupils line up before entering classrooms, during lunch whilst getting their food and for fire drills, as well as put their hands up in class to ask questions. Many of these actions provide a health or safety benefit, such as making it easier to take a register in the event of a fire. However, pupils with ASC do not pick up on the social cues required to transfer this “turn-taking” or “lining up” between environments. 
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Prominent Autism Theorists definitions of the HC
· Brenda Myles Smith - Important social skills that everyone knows, but no-one is taught. (Isec2005.org. 2005)
· Rick Lavoie – The unwritten social context of schools that individuals with learning disabilities, or other disabilities, miss out on because they don’t pick up on it. (Idonline.org. 2005)
· Jerald – Implicit curriculum that expresses and represents attitudes, knowledge, and behaviours, which are conveyed or communicated without aware intent. (aldit.org. 2006)
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Strategies
There are numerous approaches to improve the delivery of the Hidden Curriculum to pupils with ASC in education. The new Curriculum in Wales will focus on providing Teachers with more flexibility to deliver education, as well as improving the training available to them.
Popular Teaching programmes used in the Student’s setting include formal one a Day calendars, such as Trautman & Wragge’s( image above), to simple Turn taking “Stop” markers. Brenda Smith Myles’ concept of a “safe person” is encouraged, with pupils creating bonds with their teachers.
Ideas such as the “social autopsy”

Pedagogy
Matt Groening’s 1983 comic strip “Life in School”, pictured below, highlights the importance of educators knowing the impact of the Hidden Curriculum. Just ask yourself these simple questions.
Have any lesson plans or IEP’s ever set aside dedicated time for social skill development or educating values?
If a school promotes sporting or musical ability, do children who excel in these areas receive perceived preferential treatment from teachers? 
  Whilst the Hidden Curriculum can be subtle it can have a huge influence. A survey by Bedrick in 2013 found that the main reasons for parents choosing a particular school for their children were “better student discipline” and a “better learning environment.”

[image: ]

image2.jpeg




image3.png
WRITTEN

TAUGHT

ASSESSED

HIDDEN





image4.jpg




image5.jpg
TEACHING the
Nidden Curniculum
ONEITEMAT A TIME

When you are talking to e vomeone paie

———

S g comptine

e ||

e || THE WAY IT WaS
around you.

DELIVERED.

Techers wag e dfferent
rules on their clssrooms.
One teacher may want you to rise
your hand to confribute
dsasion e yeling ot
wight be o for anaher tacher

k%
WHEN THEJEACHER WHEN YOU TAKE A
GIVESA DIRECTION AND Angih BREAK IN THE BREAK
DOESNOTINCLUDE 7 ROOM, T 15 NOT LIKE
SOMEONE' NAME THAT T = YOUR HOUSE. DONT
MEANS SHEIS TALKING TAE OFF YOUR SHOES
TOTHE WHOLECLASS. AND HAKE YOURSELF

THATS INCLUD[S YOU. AT HOME.

Ee





image6.jpg
NOwW, CLASS, WHO can
TELL ME THE PURPOSE
OF WHAT WE HAVE
LEARNED TODAY?

TO BE DULL
L\TILE OBEDIENT
SHEEP.

To AvVowo ALL
FUNDAMENTAL.
CRITICISM OF
THE POWERS
THAT BE.

TO GO ALONG.
WITH EVERY

WITH SUSPICION) PREVAILING
AND CONTEMPT. BELIEF,

WITH FACTS

WITRO LT JOR.
STIMULATING Sl e

MENTAL PREPARATION

THE STREETS
TiLe WE'RE
EWGHTEEN).

YES -- YOL THERE TOPAY WE LeARNED THANK 900,

THE IMPORTANCE OF
P T DK, GOOD CITIZENSHIP R i

Cwic PRICE, JER ) S,

AND KEEPING

OLR DESKS

TIDY,

TO KNUCKLE UNDER
TO Pemy

I'M WAITING,





image1.jpeg




