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Welsh National Police Memorial Project by Gabriella Abbott, Katie Wells and Ellie Moore

Introduction
During the memorial project I worked with two others from the first year Architecture course, Katie Wells and Ellie Moore. The project was to create a memorial to be placed in Cathays park in Cardiff for the South Wales police, the project each group submits will be entered into a competition of which the winning group will have their memorial built.  

The Brief, Site Analysis and Concept Ideas 
The brief was provided to us by the south Wales police, the guidance given sated that the materials used needed to be sourced from around Wales, preferably in part Welsh slate. This allows the memorial to be designed and built as sustainably as possible. The measurement provided for the size of the memorial was a 6ft (1.8m) by 6ft squared up to 6ft in height, to be used for guidance rather than definitive measurements. The last requirement was the memorial was reasonably maintainable regarding materials and design. 


[image: ]After receiving the brief our group organised a meeting to allow us to discuss our initial ideas and prepare a plan to distribute tasks between ourselves. I looked at the site analysis to begin with to determine key points allowing us to decide on a site location. 
FIG 1 (Completed site analysis board showing how the area is used, wind and sun direction and images of the site)
When completing the site analysis, I investigated wind direction, sun path, traffic flow, pedestrian paths, and existing buildings within close proximity to the park. After then going to the site and looking at photographs we decided to place the memorial in the bottom far left section of the park 


because obtains a lot of sunlight and there is an area for people to gather and then walk to the memorial that is easily accessible from the chosen site. 

Whilst I was completing the site analysis Katie and Ellie looked at two precedent studies, the national police memorial UK and the Hurricane Maria memorial in Puerto Rico. 
[image: ][image: Police Memorial, The Mall, London W1]






Image showing the national police      Image showing the Hariri and Hariri Architecture proposal 
memorial UK (Jordan,2008).                  for the Hurricane Maria memorial (2020).                                        

We chose these memorials to research since as a group, we felt they inspired us individually. By looking at examples of other memorials it encouraged us to move into the next stage of the design process and come up with our own design concept sketches individually. 

As discussed, we then all did some rough concept design sketches from these precedent studies and the mood board we created throughout process so far. 

[image: ][image: ]




FIG 2 (Rough design concept sketches by Katie Wells and Ellie Moore)
As a group we arranged another meeting and discussed the progress made. After observing the concept sketches, we decided we were going to move forward to the idea of using the Celtic symbol known as the trinity knot which represents unity (Mythologian.net, n.d).

Design Development, Materials and Construction
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Katie then developed a model of the concept we discussed which allowed us to get a better visual of the concept idea. The idea behind the concept was that we would have three pillars of different sizing representing the children, adults and elderly of the community, surrounded by the trinity knot representing the police force protecting the community.




FIG 3 (Concept model showing the idea of three pillars surrounded by a Celtic knot by Katie Wells)

[image: ]To move on with this concept idea I then explored many materials that we could possibly incorporate into the design. All the materials I researched were obtained from Wales to meet the brief we were provided with.  After observing the research I had carried out, we decided to choose slate blocks for the Trinity knot and orange granite for the middle pillars. We incorporated the welsh slate not only to meet the brief but also because it is a popular Welsh material that is known to carry great tradition. We partnered the slate with orange granite to provide a rich, colourful and bright memorial that compliments the greenery and buildings it will be surrounded by. 
FIG 4 (Watercolour of memorial appearing in the site by Gabriella Abbott)
I then completed a drawing with fine liner and watercolour to allow us to envision how the memorial will look in this environment and adjust if needed. The watercolour presents the idea of 


[image: ]the memorial being warm in colour, however also fitting into the surrounding landscape nicely and creating very natural and elegant look. There is also space for a plaque explaining the meaning behind the concept idea and for the police force to incorporate something of their own. These plaques would be placed on the central pillars.
FIG 5 (Sketches showing potential path plans by Katie Wells)
[image: ]From seeing what the memorial would look like in the site we decided to investigate a possible path for people to gather and walk around the pavilion. We explored a variety of shapes to achieve this. After careful consideration we decided not to include a path as we felt it would have taken the more natural and naturistic feel away from the memorial.                                                          

To prevent the memorial from shifting over time, poured concrete      foundations will be required to support the orange granite pillars. The pillars will extend 30 centimetres below ground level with one metre concrete foundations underneath for extra support, 30-centimetre concrete foundations will be needed underneath remainder of the memorial.
 FIG 16 (Measurements of the
 central pillars and foundations 
by Katie Wells)


Final Images and Context 
[image: ][image: ]After going through the design process Katie and I divided up the remainder of the tasks left to complete the memorial project as Ellie could not continue due to personal reasons. 



                                                                         

FIG 7 (Plans of the proposed memorial by Katie Wells) 
These plans show the decided concept of the individual slate bricks in the form of the trinity knot across two layers each representing a life lost. There are eighty-one-hundred millimetre by two-
hundred-millimetre bricks, and five one-hundred millimetre by one-hundred millimetre bricks. The design allows for further bricks to be added in the future. The plan also allows room in the centre of 
the knot for Welsh flowers such a daffodils to be planted. The three central pillars represent the community that the police force protects.
[image: ]
FIG 8 (Elevations and Photoshop site image)
[image: ]The elevations on the left above show the memorial in the chosen site in comparison to the landscape and buildings as well as the people that would gather around it. The photoshop image on the right shows how the memorial would sit in the landscape giving a realistic idea of what the design would appear like. These images represent what the memorial would look like in a more realistic way.
FIG 9 (Finished model of the proposed memorial by Katie Wells)
The final model presents the design very effectively, showing the Welsh materials we had decided on, slate bricks and orange granite. The model showcases the warmth these materials give the memorial design.


Conclusion
Overall, I feel the overall concept has been presented very effectively with a meaning behind every decision we made along the way. The design fits the measurements and materials presented to us in the brief and the work we created shows of the design in the ways we wanted it to well. To improve the project, I feel a photoshop image in the surrounding site would tie up the project nicely.
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