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Evaluating academic sources is essential in higher education. Not all published material is reliable, and students must be able to judge whether a source is credible, relevant, and suitable for academic work.
One widely used method for assessing quality is the CRAAP test, which stands for Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy and Purpose (Birmingham University, 2026). The following section applies the CRAAP framework to two academic articles related to digital learning and artificial intelligence in higher education.

It is important to evaluate academic sources to make sure they are reliable, valid and current. One approach is to use a checklist such as the CRAAP test or the PEEL test. The following section will analyse two academic sources using the CRAAP test which stands for Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy and Purpose (Birmingham University, 2026).
Source 1
Author(s) and year:
Olga Verdenhofa, Remigijus Kinderis and Galina Berjozkina 2024
This source was found on UWSTD Moodle provided by Ffion Cumberpatch.
Using the CRAAP test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: This paper is current and relevant because it was published within the last two years.
· Relevance: This article is relevant to the topic being researched as it looks at the use of AI and the impact this has on educational practices. It also explores student’s experiences and how they understand their creative development and their confidence and ability in use of AI tools.
· Authority: Baltic Journal of Economics – Available through Taylor and Franics online (Taylor and Francis Online, 2026) http//www.baltijapublishing.lv/index.php/issue/article/view/2632 this shows the authors credentials 
· Accuracy: The paper has a long reference list, up to date sources,
· Purpose: Academic research, No obvious sponsor, this is and academic research article in inspire the reader and inform them about their research Full reference (Havard style): Verdenhofa, O., Kinderis, R., & Berjozkina, G. (2024) ‘Ai as a creative partner: how artificial intelligence impacts student creativity and innovation: case study of students from Latvia, Ukraine and spain’, Baltic journal of Economic Studies, 10(5), 111-119. https://.doi.org/10.30525/2256-0742/2024-10-5-111-119


Source 2
Author(s) and year:
Getenet, Cantle, Redmond and Albion (2024)
Location of Source:
Found via Google Scholar – International Journal of Educational Technology in Higher Education
CRAAP EVALUATION
Currency:
Published in 2024, this article reflects current developments in digital learning within higher education environments.
Relevance:
This study investigates students’ digital literacy, their attitudes towards technology, and the levels of capability they have in online learning. These themes are central to understanding student engagement in a digital context, making the source highly relevant to this module.
Authority:
The authors are established researchers in the fields of education and digital learning. The article is published in a reputable peer-reviewed journal, which enhances its academic reliability.
Accuracy:
The study is based on empirical data gathered from students and makes good use of clearly explained research methods. Including supporting literature and statistical analysis which strengthens its validity.
Purpose:
The article aims to examine how digital literacy and confidence can have and influence on student engagement. It is written for academic and research purposed.
Synthesis of academic sources: 
Both studies explore digital capability in higher education, yet they approach the topic from slightly different perspectives. Verenhofa, Kinderis and Berjozkina (2024) concentrate on artificial intelligence as a creative partner, examining how AI tools influence students’ innovation and confidence. In contrast, Getenet et al. (2024) take a broader view, examining digital literacy, attitudes towards technology, and self-confidence in online learning.
Despite these differences, the articles share a common argument: digital competence alone is not enough. Confidence and mindset can play a significant role in shaping student engagement. Verdenhofa et al. (2024) emphasise that students who feel capable with technology are more likely to actively participate in online learning. 
When considered together, the two sources offer a more complete and overall understanding of digital education. One highlights innovation through emerging technologies, while the other explains the psychological and behavioural factors that can influence engagement. These combined demonstrate that successful digital learning depends on both technical skills and personal confidence.


Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity (100–120 words)
A significant challenge for students in the digital era is a lack of confidence when using online tools. Getenet et al. (2024) indicate that students with lower self-efficacy are less likely to engage fully in digital learning environments. This can lead to reduced participation and weaker academic performance. Similarly, Verdenhofa, Kinderis and Berjozkina (2024) note that students may struggle to use AI effectively if they lack understanding or guidance.
At the same time, digital technology offers clear opportunities. AI tools can support idea generation and creative thinking (Verdenhofa et al., 2024). With appropriate support, technology can therefore enhance and boost both learning outcomes and personal development.
Academic Planning for Component 2 (80–100 words)
Component 2 will begin by examining the challenges students face in the digital era. Addressing difficulties first will allow for a clearer discussion of how these issues can be overcome. The report will follow a clear structure: starting with and introduction, a discussion of challenges, then delve into a exploration of opportunities, followed by recommended strategies, and finishing with a concise conclusion.
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	12/02/26

	Draft first section
	15/02/26

	Complete first draft
	20/02/26

	Final editing
	27/02/26
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Introduction (100–150 words)
Digital Technology now underpins a huge part of higher education. Students rely on online platforms to access materials, submit assignments, and communicate with tutors and peers. These systems provide flexibility, enabling learners to organise their studies around their personal lives and commitments.
Yet digital learning is not free from all difficulty. Some students lack confidence when navigating online environments and finding certain resources, which in turn can affect participation and academic performance (getenet et al., 2024). Research also suggests that digital literacy is closely linked to academic achievement, partly through its influence on self-regulated learning (Chen, 2025). At the same time, when used effectively digital tools can deepen understanding and enable collaboration (Verdenhofa, Kinderis and Berjozkina, 2024). This report examines the main challenges associated with digital learning, outlines the potential benefits, and purposes strategies to support student success.

Challenges for Students in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
One major issue is limited digital confidence. Students who feel uncertain about using virtual learning platforms may hesitate to engage with tasks or avoid interactive activities altogether (Getenet et al., 2024). This hesitation can reduce both participation and achievement as the whole task and criteria may involve finding the resources online and submitting them via an online platform. 
Another challenge relates to independent study. Online learning demands strong organisational skills. Students must manage deadlines, prioritise tasks, and be able to process substantial amounts of information. Without effective time management, learners may experience stress or fall behind (Scheel et al., 2022). This might mean that students then submit assignments late and their grade is automatically capped for example. Evidence also suggests that digital literacy influences how well students can adapt to academic demands (Chen, 2025; Li et al., 2025).
These findings indicate that success in digital education depends not only on access to technology, but also on personal discipline and confidence. Without these attributes, the benefits of online learning may not be fully utilised.
Opportunities in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
Despite these challenges, digital education provides many considerable advantages. Online access to lectures and resources allows students to revisit complex topics and learn at their own pace (Verdenhofa, Kinderis and Berjozkina, 2024).
Digital platforms also enable collaboration beyond the classroom. Discussion forums, shared documents, and virtual meetings allow students to exchange ideas and work collectively (Getenet et al., 2024). This type of interaction can strengthen understanding while developing communication skills valued in a professional setting.
Research further shows that higher levels of digital literacy are associated with stronger academic outcomes (Frontiers in Education, 2025; Yuan et al., 2024). Tools that provide instant feedback or track progress help students reflect on their performance and adjust their study strategies (Bonilla et al., 2025). When approached thoughtfully, digital learning can therefor enhance both independence and achievement.
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed (200–250 words)
Develop digital Competence
Regular practice with academic databases, referencing tools, and learning platforms builds familiarity and confidence (Yuan et al., 2024). As competence grows, students are better equipped to, and get used to, working independently.
Strengthen Time Management
Setting realistic goals, breaking tasks into smaller steps, and reviewing individual progress can reduce procrastination and improve productivity (Chen, 2025; Bonilla et al., 2025)
Engage In Online Collaboration6
Active participation in digital discussions and group work promotes shared learning and motivation (Getenet et al., 2024)
Seek And Feedback and Guidance 
Using feedback tools and accessing academic support services enables students to identify their own weaknesses and refine their approach in the future (Mekheimer, 2025).
Together, these strategies support both academic performance and the development of long-term transferable skills.

Conclusion 
Digital education presents a complex picture. While some students may struggle with confidence, organisation, and independent study (Getenet et al., 2024; Scheel et al., 2022), technology also offers flexibility, collaboration, and enhanced feedback (Verdenhofa, Kinderis and Berjozkina, 2024; Boilla et al., 2025). Therefore, other students may flourish from using and benefiting from digital learning and advances in technology.
Success in this environment depends on more than one technical ability. Students must utilise digital competence and try to bring it into their every day schedule, manage their time effectively, engage with peers, and make constructive use of feedback. By doing so, they can turn potential obstacles into opportunities for growth, strengthening both academic performance and professional readiness.
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Copy and paste your academic poster below.

KEY SKILLS FOR SUCCESS AT UNIVERSITY.
Engage actively with study material 
Why it matters 
Reading alone is not enough. Learning improves when students :
-Identify key ideas 
- Make structured notes 
- summarise information in their own words 
- Connect new ideas to prior knowledge 
How this helps
· Strengthens understanding
· Improves memory 
· Prepares you for exams and assignments 
· Builds confidence in discussions 
Effective note- taking and active processing improve academic results (Dunkel, 1988).
· 
Plan and organise your time.
University study requires balance. Students manage:
· Lectures
· Independent study
· Assingnments
· Deadlines
· Personal responsibilities
Without a clear plan, work can quickly build up.
How it helps 
· - reduces stress 
· - Prevents last minute rushing 
· -Improves assignment quality 
· - Supports steady progress 
· Research shows that strong time management is linked to better performance and lower stress (macan et al., 1990).











3. Academic honesty and referencing
Using sources correctly is essential at university.
It shows that you:
· Respect other people’s work 
· Conduct research responsibly
· Understand academic standerds 
· This helps:
· -Avoids plagiarism
· - Strenghtens credibility
· -Supports a clear academic argument 
· - Protects your academic record 
Strong academic integrity policies highlight the importance of correct referencing (Bretag et al., 2011).






Conclusion
University success is not only about knowledge. Students who manage their time effectively, engage actively with learning materials, and reference sources correctly are more likely to succeed. This will help a student stay organised, feel confident, and achieve strong academic results. Developing these skills early creates a solid foundation for success throughout a persons higher education journey.
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