Reflection on my own Welsh development
Prior to starting the PGCE, I worked as a teaching assistant and would use incidental Welsh within school and would support Welsh lessons. I have a GCSE (C grade) in Welsh however, this was however this was nearly 12 years ago.
I have always lacked confidence in using Welsh especially when it came to be pronouncing the words. This was one of my own personal aims that I set myself when I started the Welsh lesson at university. On reflection, I feel that my confidence has developed and that I have particular words and or phrases that I use in the classroom and the outdoors.  I created a word mat with different Welsh words or phrases to use and this acted as a reminder to use what I have learnt (This document has been submitted).  This resource not only supported in my oracy but also written communication in children’s book whether this was a comment or using Welsh as cross curricular or in a Welsh lesson.
During PTE, my first block was in a Year 2 class and I would use incidental Welsh everyday and encourage children to use Welsh also to their peers and myself. Welsh lesson were taught in PPA as the HLTA covered the Welsh within both Year 2 classes. However, I used Welsh words within different lessons (lesson plans have been submitted). In year 2, we had a Helpwr Heddiw board that we used every day. This included the date, weather, how we was feeling. My second part of PTE was in Year 6 and again I would use incidental Welsh. My main challenge was encouraging children to use Welsh and would use the incentive of house points if I heard Welsh being used.  I supported my mentor as the learners needed to have a recording of them using Welsh within a group, I worked with groups on how to pronounce words and recorded these conversations.  I seek support from my mentor if I was unsure of any words to support my learners.  In both year groups when we wrote the date this would be in Welsh, within year 6 I would ask them for the date in Welsh. During PTE, I attended a Welsh inset which looked at different resources/websites that could be used to teach Welsh and a quick revision of the Welsh alphabet as a song that could be used to teach children.
I attended all the university sessions for Welsh which I feel supported my Welsh development as the tutor gave lots of reassurance that I could read, write, and speak Welsh. In the sessions many lessons worked on how to say the words correctly and this was done in partners or group work. At times, some activities involved reading, to find key information and writing the answers.  From attending these lessons I purchased a resource for my lanyards with key phrases in Welsh to help support my Welsh development (‘Cymraeg I Bawb’/ Welsh for Everyone) I would use this daily and was useful when it came to checking spellings. 
Overall, I feel my Welsh development has improved and my confidence in using Welsh has increased. I have been using the app ‘Duolingo’ to help support my development and to continue learning the Welsh language. When back in a learning environment, I will be continuing to develop my own Welsh language and encouraging learners to use Welsh.
