key social elements that impact on a learner's ability to access education?
The social elements are part of the social structure that makes up society and us as human beings. These elements are categories that we judge each other by that groups of people fit into. Because of these elements many people may not be able to access education.	Comment by Rebecca Cornelius: 315
Most of the social elements are protected characteristic that the Equality act protects. According to the equality act 2010 the protected characteristics are age, sexual orientation, disability, sex, gender assignment, religion or belief, race, marriage and civil partnership as well as pregnancy and maternity. These characteristics are groups of people that others exclude and take advantage of, so the UK government brought out the Equality act 2010 to protect these people and ensure they are treated fairly. Unfortunately, our society still looks down on these people and they are still not treated as fairly with one of the things they can not do is have easy access to education.
For example, for a family that has immigrated into the country there are many social elements that impact them from not being able to access education such as poverty, culture, discrimination and social exclusion. They may be in poverty because they have moved into the country looking for a better job or life and people take advantage of this and they are not payed enough to live comfortably. The children may be socially excluded in school because they are from another country and have different values and beliefs. They are different to the other pupils, so they are excluded. Race and religion may be an issue because people do not understand how to act around them and so may stay away in fear of saying or doing the wrong thing. The family may be discriminated by schools and nurseries with them not wanting to give their child a place in the school or nursery over a child from this country. 
Poverty
Poverty is a barrier to education because not every family has access to resources. If a family has small children under 5, they may not have the money to pay for nursery which means they are not as developed as other children they are starting primary with. According to save the children “The early years are a critical stage in children's development.” and before they start school many children living in Wales are falling behind. For children that are in education they may not have the same resources such as uniform and books, this may lead to children then being socially excluded. Being in poverty is also a reason why children are bullied in school because they have less than the other children. Save the children says that the worst affected are children growing up and living in poverty.	Comment by Rebecca Cornelius: 325
To help families access education after being excluded because of poverty is not easy however the government have resources and ideas that can help people find support as well as charities that can help and for most it’s the communities that help the most which is why being excluded from the community because of poverty makes the situation worse because you don’t have a support system. Rashmi Shukla from the public health matters blog (2013) says that “It takes a community to raise a child” which gives the saying a whole new meaning.
For children starting education they may not be as advanced in things like maths, reading and writing because they may not be able to pay for nursery. The UK government is working to combat this with them starting initiatives such as families first and flying start. Which are helping these family’s access and pay for these things. Charities such as Save the children and UNICEF are also working to help the number of children being affected by poverty and according to UNICEF 4 million children are living in poverty in the UK. 
Race, religion and discrimination
Race and religion may be a barrier because the family may not speak English very well and not able to coordinate with the local government and the community. Because of there race or religion they may be excluded from the community because people do not understand how their culture works or what religion they may be so are wary to approach them. Most nurseries are a centre of the community and being excluded by them will make them feel unwanted and that they do not fit in, parents may keep their children away from them and so the children may not want to go anymore because nobody wants to play with them. The private religious schools are the worst for excluding pupils as they have free choice over who enters. Some non-religious parents may enter there children into a religious school because of the good reviews, the only school in the area or because they want there child to have a religion however the school then discriminate against these pupils because of there parents and there background which then affects their future.	Comment by Rebecca Cornelius: 266
Race and religion are a protected characteristic under the Equality act 2010 which protects people in work and pupils in school from those that discriminate against them because of their race and religion. Schools have policies that protect children in the school setting with things such as worship and encouraging children to explore their religion and beliefs. Schools do not discriminate against religion of their pupils and parents are welcome to pull their children out of religious lessons and assemblies. 
Discrimination is a large problem in education especially in private schools who have more control over who gets a place. The private religious schools are very selective over who gets a place in their schools and they do select ones of their faith over non-religious pupils and favouring them with catholic schools discriminating against 60% of non-religious pupils Roberts, J (2018). Fortunately, the equality act 2010 has done quite a bit to prevent this with the UK government putting protections in place for people who have been discriminated against. People can be directly discriminated where people knowingly discriminate against others because they are different and indirectly discriminated against where a policy to make everything fair ends up excluding someone or a group of people.	Comment by Rebecca Cornelius: 253
Discrimination is a protected characteristic under the Equality act 2010 which protects families against the schools and the pupils against the teachers with anyone caught discriminating being punished. The cases of discrimination are going down in education however the cases of discrimination in the workplace has not changed. Unfortunately, less people are taking their cases to tribunal because of costs with over 1700 cases before the costs were introduced and the number of cases dropping below 1000. Fortunately, the fees were abolished between May and November 2019 as they proved that the fees were making a barrier for those that need the help against discrimination to access it. The UK government do have services that can help fight against discrimination and give advice such as (EASS)Equality Advisory Support Service. 
Social exclusion
For children social exclusion is a barrier to education because teenagers especially can be cruel. Children exclude other children from their social groups for the smallest of reasons however the impact of this has a massive impact on their education. Everyone responds  to being excluded  in different ways and one of these impacts could be positive with the lack of friends the child could find comfort in studying hard and focusing on their work while others lack the motivation to do anything which means their grades suffer and affects their chances to get into a good collage, university and a good job. According to the guardian “with just 1% of excluded children gaining the benchmark five good GCSEs required to be accepted in post-16 training and apprenticeships.” (Weale, S, 2017) Being excluded and bullied leads to other behavioural issues with children misbehaving to get good or bad attention. Because of this these children are then being excluded from school because of their behaviour which affects their grades and future. According to the guardian Children being excluded from school has dropped a third between 1999 and 2000 (Batty, D, 2002). Younger children are more accepting and usually it is when children start secondary education that they start excluding other pupils. 	Comment by Rebecca Cornelius: 449
Comprehensive schools deal with this as best they can with schools setting up anti-bullying policies and making it clear that bullying will not be tolerated, unfortunately this does not stop some as they make their bullying more subtle but still affective. Secondary school age children are at the age where they start developing social skills that last with them to adulthood with 11-18 being the age children start becoming independent and developing their own support system. Because pupils are being excluded, they do not develop some of the social skills they need that will benefit them in the future in interacting with other people they are also not building their support system which leads to depression and mental health issues. As children are excluded throughout school, they may feel like they do not fit in which will affect them till adulthood because they may not have learned the skills they need to communicate with co-workers and other students. 
Social exclusion is a large part of the school system and society and most think it is normal because of this it may be impossible to decrease social exclusion with so many people thinking there is nothing wrong. However, with people becoming more aware that social exclusion is a thing and it is a problem more work will be done do prevent it with schools doing activities that include all their pupils and encouraging them to engage with each other.
Conclusion
To conclude poverty, social exclusion, discrimination, culture and religion are key social elements that prevent people from accessing education. In the diverse world we live in at the moment it may not seem as if these elements are still a problem however after looking at how we live and our communities these social elements are a big problem. Poverty is a big issue in children being excluded especially when they go up to secondary education and the poorer communities are mixed with the richer communities. The UK government are working to reduce the gap between poverty and education by starting different initiatives while charities are working to provide awareness and support to disadvantaged communities. Social exclusion is a big issue in schools and it affects the future of lots of children, unfortunately according to Bynner, J not a lot of research has been done into this area as social exclusion has been normal in our society for years not many see it as being a problem or affecting children’s future. It is hopeful that as more people become aware of how much social exclusion is a problem in education more steps will be taken to fix the issue. Discrimination is not as large of a problem in education as it once was with the help available to the people that need it. The number of children attending schools from a range of religion, races and beliefs have increased with policies put in place to protect them from discrimination. Private schools are still a problem with discrimination however it is hopeful that things will change for the better in the future. Race and religion are not as much of a problem as they once were with the equality act of 2010 putting protections in place and the government are providing advice and help for those that are being discriminated and excluded and those that simply want the advice on what to do and how to prevent it. The government are helping and providing services to those who have been excluded with accessing education.	Comment by Rebecca Cornelius: 343
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