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About the event

On January 23-24, 2016, Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan
Organized by Ecoplus, a registered NPO in Japan
Co-organized by Center for International Education, Waseda University
Supported by Japan Fund for Global Environment

International guest speakers;

Dr. BEAMS Simon, Edinburgh University, Scotland
Mr. JAMIR Amba, Nagaland, India
Ms. Ruth Ong Wei Lin, Ruffles Institute, Singapore

Guest speakers;

Prof. KUWAKO Toshio, Tokyo Institute of Technology
Prof. OMORI Susumu, HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION

Committee members;

Prof. ABE Osamu, Rikkyo University

Prof. ANDO Toshihiko, Saitama University

Dr. ITAGAKI Jumpei, Kobe University

Dr. KIMATA Mikio, Fellow, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Dr. SASAKI Toyoshi, Kurikoma Kogen Narture School,

Mr. SAKUMA Norio, Nature Conservation Society for Dewa Mountines
Dr. TOYODA Mitsuyo, Niigata University

Mr. YOKOYAMA Ryuichi, Nature Conservation Society Japan

Prof. TAKANO Takako, Waseda University
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& U s IC Foreword

AEBRDORDZDHFICEE DRV RAAL T, Mt
BICIRE UFcBB IKDWTERXDMAREILSE LI
DN 2011 F, ZDREFHIKRFESDBIRZE T,
ERNDE XS XBRIDBPAFDOANCE EESRZRE
LTEFE UL,

ABEEZF. BUZEERELUTHRELE. 5EEDY
VIRV LDHEEFEHLEDTY, BEN. YIEN
HHT. RBICREZEY. BHEZzHEICTERI AR
Kb, Ty RZRHF> TWELETREER>TW
F9, £loe. BMUEEAZBICH, H5HTIRDIERD.,
S CEBDITEER DD TW R IThIEEE>T
WEJ,

FAlE “Place-Based Education(PBE)” & WS FHE%.
TR ICIRS LB EWSHAEICLTERLTE
Flfco ZOBICIF—D—DDREEICE DL BHERICD
WT, FBLBHKRUEETEAREDIFTIESHDFEFEATU
fco “place” EWSHEBEDEKRLREZHINTET
WEFTH, T EWSEESFk. Z< OFRHT
BETHD., H5EHTEDRERITZIEEEZI D AR
FAh. ZOEMNT T, BEDNLEL LI ERFESIRT
HHDEEA,

RKIYVIRITLTEH, SEDFEVHICDVWTOIERFN
HDFUR, ERICIEDDIEZ LK., F8%ZHE
HTWI S &, TNIFFIZIE THFGITRERRER) RE.
BANEH T 2MOL ORABICHHTIFEDEBVWE
T LML, HBBIAETHAZERLTWRDH. BBKL
TWBDHLDHERGZLIC. EWCFZEZI TED 2 &IE
fBlETHHD L. EERMICES ZHRSIE WIThThsg
PEZRENMH TR ERBWVWET,

ZOHVWEWEIHH>Tch B 2%, PBE DIIEEST
F. ZFNICOWTEBHNICERRIRT 22 &ENRUITL
feo FNZNDIG T, YichEiEB-oTOICLTIA
Mhofcl &ZRBELEGNS, BWIEIEL, REZRD
728 T, Z<DALBICELEGERAZLTWTIZDTIE
BUWMNEEZZDTY, K< OOSBWZDOREEOKD
[OGEDWFB & mBARFLE U,

CO5EMT, Mgk P BHIRI LI, EVWSK
B EHRBABFTE EDNELIICB>TEER
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REFEFFEEA ECOPLUS AREE
PREAXFEFEY 7 —HR

=EEF
SPINBRERTRIFFEYT 1. B - BEKE. R<ALH

ROBMRICEB L. ZOXRT MMRICRS LB =218
ELTW3,

The term “place” of “place-based education
(PBE)” has generated discussions over the years in
various disciplines, so has the Japanese word | used
to translate it During this symposium, it was suggested
that not to tangle up too much what it means but let’s
get working, which applies to many other controversial
terms including Sustainable Development. | totally
agree, but at the same time, in working together,
sooner or later we would need to confirm whether we
are moving towards the same direction.

It was amid of ambiguity when we started the
research committee regarding PBE in 2011 in order to
actively exchange thoughts so that we might be able to
fined to the explanation which is more understandable
to many people as well as to figure out what lies in the
core of the concept.

In the past five years, we began to hear the
term “communities” and “place-based” very often in
various fields including mass media and politics. Each
meaning each time seems to be different and their
meanings seem to be changing as time goes. In the
meantime, thanks to communication with many brilliant
thinkers, we began to see the outline of PBE. The
symposium this time even widened what we can see,
including uncertainty and issues. | personally realized
that we still have a lot of work to do to understand the
meanings and risks of PBE in the context of globalized
and de-placed daily lives.

The subtitle of the symposium was “From
knowing to Actions”.

Many of us in the world are in frustration in
many issues why things do not go forwards even
though we understand and know much more than
before. Dr Ando, a committee member, sharply stated
the point in the symposium, which is recorded in this
report.

Has environmental education, which has been
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LTI, RRICAMNERETVWDZON, FleEbERT
FleHITEES LEESWLWDOD, TNESEEDITESH
ERBIEZBREUE UK,

HFHEE 2Rl XRILTFTqsRAyvyaveE, ZH
BIChiz>TH 100 BDOALR N EEBEDL> T<NFEL
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VURIILICEDLSIZIRTDAAD, ZZTOH
SVWPKIEZE, THICENLTLKESZZEZHTIL
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Professor, Center for International Education, Waseda
University
Executive Director, ECOPLUS

TAKANO Takako

Her expertise is sustainability
and outdoor/environmental
education. Takako has long
been interested in human-
nature relationships, and
promotes place-based
education in the context of
sustainability.

repeatedly stated as important in many international
conferences, helped situations in society and the
environment shift any better? We now often hear the
term PBE, but it is not certain whether it generates a
change in society for better.

This symposium wanted to offer an arena
to discover what is happening in small sections of
the world, and what we can do to actually make a
difference.

About 100 people participated in the 2-day
symposium, and | once again realize the huge energy
created by their interaction through compiling this
report.

| conclude the remark with a hope that this
report becomes a trigger for both participants and
readers to reflect what you have gone through, and
what more you can do from now.

International Symposium on PBE, “From Knowing to Actions” 2016, Japan

5



6

m— HED

RAEDZ &lE Opening Remarks

FIER:E -

VE 5t

ABE Osamu, Rikkyo University

BARBEHEFIER, HRAUECREDOIHOHE (ESD) ODEAATOHEZR >

TW3,

Former Chair of the Japanese Society of Environmental Education. He
promotes Education for Sustainable Deveopment, or ESD.
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SzESH TV fehic, HIFBHNEE T S ESD OB
HATE. BFREPREOHEFEZIITHS ESD XEE
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Rl pe iR iE D OB MRtz XEY 5 2 & ZHMIC,
FNEBENGONETHERERIERLE U TBUITICIREL
TEREHDTY,

ST, SHOHEADODHREEDHR T, ESDZEHT
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NEFHEBEBZATHD TN, AFEREEZESLKEELE
DHDIEEBDONS. BAKENEHKLTWET, Z0
BSEEED, LYLYMRIAZI2Z2F74/ED. Th
FARYICERDEETT,
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It has been five years since we organised
the collegium of Place-Based Education. Every year,
we hold international symposium and deepen the
debate on it cooperating and collaborating with guests
from overseas and people from different regions in
Japan.

However, even in this five years, there
is a progression of “Unsustainability” of Japan and
the World. To solve this problem, | have become
increasingly convinced that PBE could play essential
role. DESD, which was the 10-year-long effort by
United Nations about “Education for Sustainable
Development, ESD” closely related to PBE,
commemorated its final year in 2014, and it's been a
new stage of “Post- DESD.”

UNESCO and United Nations designed the
Global Action Program as Post- DESD, including
5 priority fields, and are going to work on it for 5
years ahead. Japanese government is eventually
summarising the national Global Action Program by the
end of this March and just made the public comment
recently. In this comment, Japanese government
especially emphasised to collaborate among multi
stakeholders, integrate ESD with development policies,
and promote ESD through developing a sustainable
community. To progress them, “ESD support centre”,
which supports ESD actions that local place needs
and share information and collaboration, is to be
established this Spring. This is what our NGO has
kept proposing to the government in order to support
to crystallise building a sustainable community through
ESD.

Well, | think there are two important
perspectives to promote ESD in today’s Japanese
social construction. One is to response to natural
disaster. It means to build resilient society. It includes
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—A. BERMICEH. BERPFENVCRESE W ol &
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S5EAaRICEBIVULTETWEY, 2D, EEIZRE
FEORSICEWT, FiErELRARERE 2030, Wb
W3 SDGs ZHIR L. DA ESEINSHHTVE
Jo SITRENF 17 ODBEE, ChiFITRTHhIE%E
BDEL, HBoWBREBEBZEATWET, FEEEERD
COP21 /XU &ETIX. SDGs & HFEICBERT 2
ftRFDOHHERSHIERETICIFEOIKT S, EWS
FBICFv LYy IRBEZBIFTWE LK,

SDGs ¥ COP21 D /XU HE. Zh 5 IFEE 7
VIV TIN, FIFERNLLIYLYMNROZT 2=
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Tarv—3ayv, 7A—NIIFa15—3arv, Ins
3D0%EFEEUL.FLTSDGs 3% 5 WL COP21, &Wo
HEDEBEHIETW ZENEREICKETT,

EFEXAB, 1 YROF7—AF/)X— KT, SDGs &

ESD i ZN2EBREZNHD L. 2N5IEFA
Y RERF. H2WE > ROmEFEE, X0, ARy
THHEELZDTTH, SDGsD 17 DEE, chzd
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EF
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VAV TVOREEEFTHERLTCEF L, LML, S
BRFICL > THESHSNTWLWBIARIE, ChidBEDi

of course recovery and reconstruction from the
Great East Japan Earthquake, and there are also
many natural disasters probably caused by Climate
change. This is truly an urgent need to build resilient
community to adapt these problems.

The other is a decadent regions with falling
birth rate, ageing population, and depopulation. This
is the greatest danger that Japan is facing because it
may also cause a decline of larger cities. Falling local
places makes community unsustainable, collapse
primary industry, breakups ecology and destruct local
traditional places and cultures correspondingly.

On the other hand, there are a lot of
international obstacles like poverty, peace and
environment, which are related to achieving
sustainable development and they are rapidly going
wrong. Therefore, United Nations adopted Sustainable
Development Goals 2030; SDGs at the general
assembly last year, and put it into effect from this year.
The seventeen goals in it cover all problems around
us. Moreover, in the 21st session of the Conference
of the Parties (COP21) in Paris last year, it was set
a very challenging goal to zero CO2 emission by the
end of this century closely related to SDGs.

SDGs and the Paris Agreement in COP21
are international agendas but closely related to build
resilient and sustainable community that mentioned
above. It has been tested how we localise or glocalise
them in local places. School education, social
education and educational learning in local places;
formal education, non formal education and informal
education, it is greatly important to integrate these
three types of education and work with SDGs and
COP21.

The week last before,There was an
international conference which tried to integrate
SDGs and ESD. It was hosted by Indian government,
indian civic group, UNESCO and UNEP and the first
assembly in the world to interpret all the seventeen
goals of SDGs by ESD. All the participants including
me confirmed that ESD, education and human
development are the absolute essentials to achieve

International Symposium on PBE, “From Knowing to Actions” 2016, Japan

7



WD R B O —

8

HIEEL. IRDERENEELENETL. BROZD
PYNRZGYABANOBEZE- . FNEAMURAE—R
TEHSNTWET, ZLULTESLELS, ADLKDHODIE
BRIFEEAERZELTVWBDOTIERLD, ERKEST
BOEF,

BORBULTCEWEITI, 74— I, /Y TA—7I.
AVTA—=XILEVWD 3DDHB. 2HDIFOHEEIC
£BATLD, Ihh RO/, TRDERRENH
Bl MHTEELZDTY, £/ SDGs & W fzEH
BRI BEENHTCELLEROF T, SEDT—Y
T#H. ESD & PBE I&. &3 ICEBICHh -7 —VTE
ERMEDBEFEZTVWET,

ZDELSBREREREARICRERBTPHALKSB.
BAREBEREE WS EBTDEAE ESEDL> TV D
M CDERZBICERZLTW ZEHNETT, 0D
BRTSE4 DDOABRRZRELEXUIco EDDEL,
NEICIRD I EEREDHIFEFLTVET,

BEIELS, 1FUR 41V R, YVAR=ILHEWN
5L, Y1EY - E=LXSA. ZYN-Iv =)l
Th =R -FY - D11 UVIh, SSICEADL
S5HBLWWEWe, RFBIESA. RFEZIA. Ih
SERBEEOE IAICELEHWLET, £ID
FEROKRELCLWH, COEEWBERICSMLTE
Tolc, BMEBOBERICONSHILBLEFET, HD
NeEScTVWEUL,

2015 £E PBE BB YRI UL THIoTWS, NS TT8) NIRES

Sustainable Society.

As for the role of PBE for sustainable
development of regions, we have confirmed how
important it is in the international symposium before
and in the various workshops or reports. However,
the building a community recently conducted by
Japanese government has been an immediate local
revitalisation; economical regional revitalisation and
has been progressing at the same speed with the
one which made unbalance demographics in Japan
nowadasys. In my opinion, there is unfortunately a
lack of perspective of developing human resources.

Again, it is extremely important to develop
human resources for sustainability of local places
and spontaneous development by integrating three
educational and learning places; formal, non formal
and informal. Given the international new movement
like SDGs, ESD and PBE are reasonable as the
themes for the symposium this year.

At the same time with this large perspective,
we also need to confirm meaning constantly of
communicating with nature rooted in the local place
represented as environmental education, outdoor
education and natural environmental conservation. In
that sense, we set up four section meetings this time.
We expect you have meaningful discussion with other
participants.

Lastly, | deeply thank Dr. Simon BEAMES,
Mr. Amba JAMIR and Ms. Ruth ONG Wei Lin from
Scotland, India and Singapore respectively, and
Prof. KUWAKO Toshio and Mr. OMORI Susumu from
Japan. And | also thank from the bottom of my heart
all the audience for participating the symposium on
the weekend at this hectic end of fiscal year. Thank
you.



Chapter 1
EIASER E N\ RIVETER

Keynote Speeches and Panel Discussion

January 23 Saturday

10:20

10:30

1045

11:25

12:10

13:05

13:50

14:30
OEES

RRRE

FIERR - SIBKRFER
BB

BHET - PRARZHR

B
YAEY - E—LXSA
ER
FUI Vv I—ILEA

{KZ8 Break

B
BT - BRTERPHE
R

W= -FAY DA - IV

Gy EES

1REEER)  HISD B R % B MiE

QERHE ; WIBICIRI TH UV PBE EEREZZ SN DD
Q33 EBEHER  BAZORA L, #RIciRE LR
SRDT++ X=—1t, PBE ZESHSHZ BN

DERHE ;
17:00 AEIRIE  Sharing
18:00 Lt~ 3> Reception

Opening remarks
Prof. ABE Osamu

Background briefing
Prof. TAKANO Takako

Keynote 1
Dr. BEAMS Simon

Keynote 2
Mr. JAMIR Amba

Keynote 3
Prof. KUWAKO Toshio

Keynote 4
Ms. Ruth Ong Wei Lin

Sectional Meetings

Nature Conservation
Formal Education
Rediscovery of home

International Symposium on PBE, “From Knowing to Actions” 2016, Japan

Adventure and Disneyization

9



WD R B O —

10

21 tHicicHBITEHDHE

AAYbcSVRK ZIIVYNFIKRE H1EY

TIVNSGKREVZTFLIFvS
RETD23FICESZE

—o AFTHE, XL—I7 A,
ERIEERERZF DO, KRFE.

cE=LZXZA
KE
FHRE - BEHKE

EHFERIC, FHEABEERE £ TORIA\VWEE T/ERE, MLearning outside the

classroom (BMEDHATODZEDY)) BREDEELH .

BRESTETVWET, HBEESOHRICSEIRERE
WelEWeZ EZRHBLEITET, TITRHETED
Zt’ic‘:T%ﬁ‘éﬁé FLET, FeaBFSACKEISA

b, IDREICEND L SBERBELTWELE &
LEBLBIFEVWERBWET,

Fld. AFFTATED, REXDAY AFYRIZEAT
WT, ZZICIEHRICIRS ULIe®E W (PBE) I€2WTH
FELITBHICY > TERE LU, PBE ICDWTIADLMA
EMEHA>TWBDIFTEIDEFEA, UNLINET
ZLDXMETEH BZA. FEBXOHEERLTEF U
FIADETENSESAN T DN 2D THREDIFTWE
EE. TEREICENUVLTEIFTNIEER>TWET,

WELBEPBELRDOTULL DD, T EEFEFEHFIAN
EUL&SIC. PBEICEELU TEL DEBYXER EN
HEN3ESICRDFELIE. BEATOER . ZRHEB.
B - BERBE. RERE. REIXITRIGHATOER
WMANEINTWT, PBEDERKIIE. HIEFPHRAKRIETIE
BRI TWET,

UHhUERFIC, h<fEbhdLSICH>7 PBE & W
SEERFRROBEKPMEZLNDDH B LSICRAFE
9, SHIEZ. PBEICDWTOLEDRWERNTED &L

Sic. BEFEMBERBEZRERULVEVWEBWET, 207
[c. PBED 3 DDEREEICDODWTRET DI ENSEHESD
9,

PBE @ 3 EXF%

F—ERFEIE PBE DERELDHD, ZDOXRIFHHH
TEEMNLRPBE. UL T3 EREEIG. WA DEE
7% PBE TY. ZD 3REBRIAD DI D 1 FHIEFE
BICH< b LIEENDDHEDTT, ZU TEDRREIC.
HIBZSADEERTDICHIe> THRIFLTIELWZ EZER
EAULIEWEEZTWET,

CDEE(F. BROHMZERLTWSZIIV/INTK
FORERLETYT, HFEDRETT, KEOATT, T

2015 £E PBE BB YRI UL THIoTWS, NS TT8) NIRES

IYNTHOHIER
BosmT, O1vIL
NA1ILEWSEHLIR
PHRED DEE %
H-oTWwde&EZ 3T
I, HEMNH-> TV
ST DGR % E >
THEZLTWVWBOD
<9,

78 Rx T @ PBE @

=V EZICH B

DTUL &S, 70 F4L

P 80 FER. BICDOVWTDIFE A EDXERITHEHR D

DT, AXHIEZOPEZOHERNSNEZNWTT, ZOH

DE—ANE, 1—7— - b F7rYKiF, TZEEEVWSOD

i%%ﬁwﬁb\i%ﬁﬁo)ztféj EEWEULf, DED. B

[SEDHB D, ZNDBWVERIENS - IFL. &0

DutT?o%®&1%O$ﬁﬁbﬁEE#UTZ@

LS BEFNEBRRICHENLREEREN MDD L SICED

FUTco 1990 F£RIT, 51 OWRICHE M- 12
DT,

SHITVNSAEE L EFELTWEDTT TN E
6. B 30 FHIIC PBE EWSHDEBHNSTcDTU £
So ZNIRIBERBD ST SEBESEVNSDHFAED
fEmclLlico DED. Z5 UL PBEEWSDIFBERD
XAEWBZREDOHRTERICITONTWT, ThdiHAHh
SHARICERITRINT W, THESEHS. £S5 TR R
WTHhR, CZTERZRULIXIN HEAFETD T3,
P PBE LB 2 XBIE. KEBEOHLDLD B> EHLLH
S5FEELTVWET, BREBDIS FADEFOANED I
FOBZNDTI D,

TIFZDELS7 PBE ICBET 5B LNEFEF->TVED
BBETUL&LOD. EIFEEIE PBERRBERLRD - fe.
EBRULEFE UL, TA pedagogy of place (5DOHE
F)g EWSEKEEW, XAV - TIIVETIATF



YOy Favid, InERIRTHEAHE (modernity)
ERRENHDELTVWET, MEFTFIYF 17 OHRFEH
EUTCORRMEEVWSERICETHEERNSD XTI,
Ihid TENTERRAM 2 W TRENGIRAME,
BREEELNIEDHULET, DEDSHRIEHEDICH
BLEELTWBEDTEWARLBIZERTEDHEYID
BHINTULE->TWS, BSALZODHEDRBRNTEL
ANEDEALDEBRSELUTESNDZDTIEBRWTL LS
M OYRYTH>THEFHBECTH>TH, BELEIRFZ
D G KDHBLULBRYY—VICEEMNH> T AN
RPEREBEICBZRWEESNABNSHENWTWVWET,
FO3TLELO?ECIKIT>THRIULTY,

SEEFE.3DDPBEDLARILIHZEBRL LT
Ufco 1 DBEIRBRDBZL<HZDLSICHRZEVNS
Lo 2DBIRENE LD LT ZIEHICEELTWVL &
W52 &, 3D2BRERBADAR—=YU— Z5W\W>7fHED
MBEZRENIAEHET S, DEDVHROMDOA L
HEITZEVNWSTETT,

CE5DEEIF. B, BERBEDOKRT T, 5
CIRZ Uiz, B% BERXORETT, InsSiEIN
T, ZBH5 200 X—KMILMATEEL TWET, K
ELREHEBEOREHD FEA L. MEFOLENILEH

FICAD TW O DEBIBERDBHVWDEEA, 2D
A4 T7DBOEE L. BATHD, hDOHITOXIRDH
ISEKBELTWBDTY,

T PBE DBRIIDLARIVICDWTEZTHEL &S0
FFnF HE CDOVWTTH-> T "BV EILE
WET, EWSDIFZZICIFFERRICOVWTOERD
HHD. MOEEFHBNELFT, RIZ. B<OEICDW
TH, ELDEICODWVWTH, ZUTEDREICHD Z &IC
DWTHNERTT, =DHI. BEHEELH., FULT
FRICODWTHRTWEET, WDEIC. 5. BFF*Z
DHEDH, HEEHRELULTHATEZEVWSZETT,
CNIEHZIBOHZAATHD., IRTOERIZLVWT
BESZENTEET, B BIFE BT S58B. BL.
T—hEZES5WolcbDIANTTY, 5DHIC. PBE I,
T ERREABEDBEDLDHVWERRELET, T
RTEHEIETWEET,

TEE (dwelling)y EWSEEEPBE DHF TR &
bhErd, DFED. HBBHATRCEZTZ VWS E
g, ZFCTESTEVWS ZENRMEEHA, T TH
BEFEHLRL TIFEDEFA, PBE MEEEZFDDIE.
FOHOEZHZDHICKHEZNNIZ I ENTEZRT
o "HNIFYZHNDARTT LI T2TESE 1850 4F
DEMTY ) REE, YVFP—HARIEEL->TRINBZ &
SHEPDATIEHRLS T RNGPBE DI, &
BLAEZDHFIZWT, ZOHBFAICDOVWTHS Z ENRDE
D FET,

FPINRT - Yp—=—X

PBED 1 20D A0BlZBEHEICERLLET, &
NIFNEIFEENSFHEEBAH A RET, EABAELT
HERIZIPDATY, "POMNRT7-IYvy—=—X (¥
ATOIR) ) EMIEND. &ETHY Y TILEREH T,
5., fARB. OMEES. EWS 3 DDEREMNSKE S

International Symposium on PBE, “From Knowing to Actions” 2016, Japan

11



WD R B O —

12

TWEY,

TS, ICEET. AcFnwTnw ceTd, TOKXKE
BEOEUVWEMNSAICHEZ EBELTLZET W, FUL
TEMT2DTY, CZOEMEHABHTTR. FHC
HT, SR TREERCIEEZEETHLET, £EXR
HNARERTHEVWWTY, CTOEETWBEEBICDWT
TY, HBAWIERICEATZZETHVWWTL LD, #
NS ZDBICED., ZOBEMZEICEDHEUET, &
IHSEZDRRE THANRS NMBEDET, BEHRITOD

TP, A1VY—RYMTRRUD, BEFOICHWE
D. HRYPPEWHRGERTHRELET, WolchA®
AN SHABEENZHET SDIFTTY, "9ns5
B3 DHE=ZDRETT, CIXTT. COHIHE
DBATICDVNT, ZNZNOAICE > TEKER - k.
RABABZEHAALBTHEET B ENTEXT, 2OV
DAICK>T. ZUOFLEFREEZEL. AICDOVWTED
EWONZENTRDDNZ2F O LILBEDFERT, 2D
PBEOQYYZIEBTL—LT7—0F BWEEEHT
ZEP, REUVLTEZZRDIFSCE, D ARLEERM
ZHBEIBEZEHET, (www.outdoorjourneys.
org.uk)

HB3DSITEN

CZETPBEDERADLANIICDODWTELTEEL
e ZDOEDLANIVIZ BZRD E WS 2 ETIEHRL T
EB92,EVWSZETY, BEHBEIFTTRATD T,
ZDZOAHEET, HoERBLTBIFESULESR
WOhH, ZZIclE, o EMRNABKRR. H2WIECE
HRBENBEBLET, FU T, BAPESORNESER
EIRDWVWT, BLERELTWEET,

ZDEZLRIICIF. WSO DEELRFESHNH D F

9, 1 DBIF. IERMIL (decolonization)., &% %%
EDOWTBEERTHBEFEHDZWEAFERZ & ED

2015 £E PBE BB YRI UL THIoTWS, NS TT8) NIRES

DTGB sfcEWS T eE, EEAELRHIZILET
I FIZIEAHFY. HBZH2WERAv EI VY RIZKIFZL
HOFERANZESTT, AFFICEVWTETIVAANEA
FURAD, ZOTHOGEEREZEN L, £/cX Yy
RZYRTIE AV TV RAFRIEBELZRIY NS
YRADN ROy RSV RERKBZEMNSEVNP S
FFEWSEELRHDET, 25V oTBEDOXELE
REESBAERDZZENETERYITT, 10EY
15Tl ZNSICERT 2MEZRRT 2DIFEHL
WhHEUNEBAD, BREITDZZELEEFEENVELSZED
E—5TI,

2 DOBO#RIE. S5 UBEL (re-inhabitation)s £
PoOOHEMICEEVWLD KKEETWIZDA, £
FEAERBMICE K CIFRARERE THABIES, ZFOME
B ARHEROIBEZEZCENTEDZLSICTEDZDN,
EEZBIETY,

MZ2=270—KBRILIEHB, 2D PBE 5k
HUTWBEEDNTWEY, ThIEFHREEWVWSKE
BRTF—NZFE, IX2127 1 — DR BEEICEEZ
UT. BBROIOHICITENIT 2 HEZEZET,

bEbElF, MTOFAAEKTERDEDZ I ET. X
&, ZROBET, £ELE50HVAZ LD EENICT
3RETY, Fhield, ATOEBPLAOEY. ENADIG
FITERCEDHTEXT, CDESICRDEDED,
BEWSHDIEERDEY DR TREIFTREDDTIEHEL
U. 22T 4 —DXAYN—HQHEEOHEEICHD
EWSZETY, HENETH->TVWBEVWSZET
<. EBOEROEMPHHE5 25k >TLZDT
T BEREPIZI 17— —EX7OY VM
F. 25 ULIEPhARLLELNET, fICHHZIE
WITOLEZBULLEZEVE, EHULAZWERERZDT
FRWNEB->TWET, ROy b TV RTREEHRE
(Enterprise education) EEbhTWET, AZ 1=
TA—ICRIUVEEBIFEE 2 A UEARY M PET
BREDHHTHHEETT,

CZETIEWWETY, PBEIRE—DLANILTHS



BRROEZMD., ZUTE_DLRILTITEZRE T,
CCETHMEULPBE &, BL KSR USHNEBERD
FTHEELTWET, 2. REOHBERITIEEIC
EEMTY, HRPRKTT, AUF21T7LEFTTET
o> TVWT, HEDPHBROLOHICHZTWET, #
DFBICEVWE T & HRAPOSRBEICEWT, £
feBlEF-><BAUHZORE. BFE. A, SBZF
ATWBZEIRB>TULEWE T, AUF 2S5 L5%E<
RBICDON. BEAOBEEWTcHDHNRSBED XY,

ZUTELDHA, B Xt BREVWSTLHDHE
ESEDICSNhTWERT,

REtdIdc70—-NILiEET
FLSORRTIE. HE5DDIENEAEAZDLST
WEEXT, AEEETHE, MHU>&LTWRL, A
BNLRERTT, ERBORBRIIEERERTHD. £E
FURICFEATWE LU, UL, SDOT0mTH15
mehba3hhid, PR EbNFFVPEETIE. KA
BoEICMZ UL TWED, ECIEFEDIrHDLMSHEN
EESTULL S, MEMBEILTVWENSTTY,

INSDEEF. AEIHMEREREE LTERLTW
BZERGFvrLYYERBICEETVWEDTY, D UR]
1T, FIEBBURL R A RE B RRE DD DEBEICDWTEE
ShFELlc, 2L T, [IBZEENICHSHIRMIZREEIE., &£
DEICFEATVES EBFRE. KREXRHDTT, ED
EDIEHB LIS VWWDD. AR DEFERAZEZ DK
TEDAHIC, ESW/HLTVWK DL, KREBRZEFELE
F. HRORMETHEREZEZE Ulc, ERICHR
BEBETES L TWDALEEIBEES2%2EY. Rk
EBVWTHATFYAIL BN TEIC Z &ICR>TWL
F9, A—AV/PRETIS Lz EMRBETVLED
ZHEUTWE T RBUCERHEA LU cBFHRETVET,
Z5WofeA—/NLEEE WS OO ERFICEREL TL
FI.INETHEL ULIeRA BERERIRRICEDL 59,

BB ZBFADIEOHIC. HEBAZELTHEEZL
TW ZElE, HBEMICAAREDTY,

ZICET 5HE (PRE)

& Z 27T, TA pedagogy of place; DHEETH 3
NA7U - 7279 IEPBE & PRE (Place Responsive
Education - BICIGET2HE) THINELEEW
9, Responsive E WS EERTHERKEI 2HM5T
ERS

TIFPREDE=ZDLARILEEZEZTHEL LD, TN
FFAICE>THEFHULWARICEDEY, EROMERE,
EEAET. EWSZEICERLET,

o LSic, b FMEBREORBEICEL TWE
T, TINS, BODBFHZM>TEIEEZDRETT
FRDEVWDTY, HREEN > TLWHRTIEWTE
ThA.EESDH. FTO-NILICEEZRZENVNThO—
HIViGHIRICHEES5Z 25T, EWEZNIE B
ADHBTOPBE £iT8AE. KDEW. FO—/NILEY
BORICMHEDIFT TV, EWSZ&ITEDET,

ZDE=DLANIL, Z2UT«WILIARXETRITZX L
(& WITORKZ, HIRNBFEZFOLVWXIROFT
ESXET, MENBTEZROLDERAIZIEE. BEXR
EIBPREEHBRETT, BLDBANED L SITEL

B & > THBERIT B0, MEEHATBT L
O THERIENTEEY, TEBI LI, ANA TP
Wiki 78, BABAY 51 Y FEEES THRERE
TBIEHERET FEOADFEOYEE, 7>\
SADRIEFHTY KONCHET BT DR DI
<7,

HRIPEDDOHATREE TWR I ELFTZEHMD, D
BMZEZZALSETBRRITRETATREHEDEREA, T

International Symposium on PBE, “From Knowing to Actions” 2016, Japan

13



WD R B O —

14

Rl tHOBFATRI>TWBZEBH>TWEHR%:
BEBEELTWET, HRAREDIODHEE, OMRE
IC&dE, BELENEDOEZITEIEEFNNSELD
BRODGBHADEBBETERVN &N, BROZEED—
DEINTVWET, BIZIEEULEDRID b—X M ZEEA
Lfc&ghnid, BBEH. ERIRVWEHICES L5
MoMDET, THEADVFRAARELRETEEFLTL
TH, BEILZFDHEEFEDEIERDFEA, ThED
ZOEWT, HRDOFDBAICES IO ANICEENH
e, STIRE<CTH 10 FRICEENHDIHH LA
WDTT, TATFHFEUTAICDVWTHZABZDIFIEEIC
#gLWTETT,

T TESIANDOERTY,
PRE—1ZDHE—IFBEDEIMEATWBIEMICE
NSBEWVWISELTWBTUL &5, 2 ETHAIE. PRE
BRESLWHDELTE-TEFR U, B TEED
EOLSIK, ATHMRUTKNETLIEFEIZ DD
LhEthA THIDPREICHWIEDEBRAMNHD £,
BIZIE, BAMN1OHIEDOOY PXEICDVWTED W
EE FREFT7 7V ADHIRROIGHEIC D WTETZWL
EENLRAFFEARTIILDHEICDWTHID
EEFUINVYITYV LRI DIREZEDREIC
DWTHID fcWEZE AV TITL< DNV T ZIFTVa
EFHRBDN, 1 RATZIINENLRFFEFHERBDDH.
TI2VAILTLDDI BEZIENO T &t FAKRS
EEFULBEWERBWET, HYLGBERFETHNIEFTIN
bUNFERAIINES, FNICLTH, RITEZFESD
[FEFEIEEEDRAICRUEIT NS F5HTEFFA,

PRE ICIEKRERTIEH D FITH. ULHULEISHEICIE
RENDZEEVWWDTT, TIHNSE, BOEEEE
EHT 2DICTREBESHIWDBRDOMNE LK < BEEH <
TRBDFERBA, "TFENZZREHICEFIICWVWSZ EN
TERVWHAS, ERRICPREIZEZRL, EEDLED%E
BRVWEHHZDTIT, HEB3A, ERICTIFRVLNS
EWS T, HBBBFICDOWTERIRETIFBREVWE WS T
ETRHEBEZABDFEA. BEEFELTE. BLEHK
BFEEZRVWHINDETT,

2DOBDEMTY, A RIABENEELTWVWRIED
HE (PBE £/IlZ PRE) I&. ENSBVWEEZ H 25T,
BEZZTWCEDICHE>TWETLL SN, ZDHD
HENBREEZRASNMNCTDEISBEDOTLLOIN?
HDOBICHEELEZ DI ENTEDNEHSE, F2IC
ESTALEBEIRTHAERICKE>TWEBTLLOIMN?T
NTOMRMN. EFZERT B HDOFERIEN S
ERFoTWETLLEOM?

2015 £E PBE BB YRI UL THIoTWS, NS TT8) NIRES

3DOBDEMIE. FAfcBD PRE &, SN&EDRR%
ENFE. BUTWBHERDOME EFEVDIFTVWEDT
Ledh. HoERMBMNGEFELTWVWED, PREIC
EMEF > THOHATWRHBRIANDRVN.2—2X
ELTE. XMPEEENMBI T > TWVWBEWSZ
T, HoEERULIEWES, AIEETT L. ZDHOD
TENGDET, UHUEBMS. EICHBFELLIELSIC,
SOV DR AZEEZ D E I T ETPREDEL
WRRBRRWERBWET, ABEDANEDREEERIC
{feUNFET, ZUTEDTEEEREWVWSDIF. 20D
BRELEZZZDABREICE ST, MDD DAERIC
BoTWET, LZRBICENEALCAEULLBST
WET, TH. bh oy EBoBEICIE. 55ZL
TW3, BAONRY IVDEWAZNYRAY—ULicER-
feBEf., V7 hZ7Z Y7L —RUABIVWEWVWS Xy
t—IHNEL DT TIPERFLTEDDHTEITTVET,

BRREDBFADIOICZL THEMZBL THEZT
%, INDSGREEEERBREHDIXEA, RAICHL
BIFTcEED, DOBEULDHSHABEAD, SHED 2
HEOERBZE®KHDHDICT BcHICERATES, B
FRBEEZR DT TWEREIT2EFEVWTY,

SERESHHOMESTTVWE U,

Fr35EXH

Gruenewald, D. (2003). The best of both worlds: A
critical pedagogy of place. Educational researcher,
32(3), 3-12.

Hawkins, M. (2014). Ontologies of place, creative
meaning making and critical cosmopolitan
education. Curriculum Inquiry, 44(1), 90-112.

Wattchow, B. & Brown, M. (2011). A pedagogy of
place: Outdoor education for a changing world.
Clayton, Australia: Monash University.



Keynote Speech ==

Place-based education in the 21st century

Simon Beames
The University of Edinburgh

Simon Beames is a senior lecturer in Outdoor
Education at the University of Edinburgh. For 23
years, Simon has taught outdoors and indoors in
North America, Asia, and Europe. Simon developed
the Outdoor Journeys programme, which is a cross-
curricular, local outdoor learning initiative that is being
used in several countries.

Good morning. | would like to begin by thanking
the organizing committee for the invitation to come
over here. I’'m very honored to be here to speak to
you and discuss with you. | would also like to thank
Takano-san and Ohmae-san for organizing all of this,
and making it so easy for me to come over here.
Thank you so much for this opportunity.

Here you will have a small Canadian man
who lives in Scotland coming to Japan to talk about
Place-based education. | certainly don’t pretend to
know everything about this topic, but I've done fair
amount of reading, thinking and writing about it. And
it's my hope that you might find one or two nuggets
that you can take away from this talk and make some
connections to your own work.

So, why are we doing this in the first place?
Well, as Takano-san says, there has been increasing
amount of discussion and writing which has been
done on Place-based education, in learning outside
the classroom circles, formal education, outdoor
adventure education and environmental education.
It's no longer uncommon for these pedagogies to be
used.

However, | also say that, from what | can
see, the term ‘Place-based education’ is becoming
so big and so broad that it is starting to lose a bit of
meaning. The term is becoming so big that is starting
to lose its usefulness. So, what | hope | can do today
is to give us more specific terms that we can use in
order to have better conversations about place-based
education. This will give us a language. I’'m going to
do that by suggesting there are three levels of place-

based education and that each one rests upon the
one before.

A little background (and this is the first level)
— the basics of place-based education, the second
level of critical and transformative PBE, and the third
level, which is new to me (I only discovered this about
a year and a half ago): ‘Critical cosmopolitan’ place-
based education. | will finish off with three things that
I would like to suggest you consider for your own
practice.

These photos are of some of my secondary
teachers-in-training, who are studying at The
University of Edinburgh. They are math teachers.
Here, right outside where the university, is a busy
urban environment. They are measuring the gradient,
the angle of the Royal Mile, which is a very busy
ancient street in Edinburgh. So, they’re doing math in
a place that’s very local and familiar to them.

In term of the roots of Western PBE, in the
70s and 80s, much of the writing was about place
in general. It was mostly from a human geography
perspective and from a philosophical perspective.
One of the gurus, Yi-Fu Tuan, said that “Space is
unstoried place.” So, place has a story, but space is
regarded as empty.

Later on, from the 1990s and to the present,

was when this philosophical angle started to have
an educational imperative. Education was added to
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conceptualizations of place in the 1990s. | was talking
with Amba-san about this this morning a little bit;
we’re talking about why 30 years earlier PBE didn’t
exist. Well, our conclusion was that probably it wasn’t
needed. This because that kind of PBE happened
through our own cultural pathways, and was handed-
down from generation to generation. But it’s not like
that any more, is it?

At this point, | want to make an important side-
note: the Japanese writing on Place and Place-based
education pre-dates that in the English literature. I'm
afraid that my Kanji is not up to understanding this
literature, however.

Where does all of this interest in PBE come
from? What'’s driving it? | hinted about this a moment
ago: PBE wasn’t needed before. The authors of the
book A pedagogy of place, Mike Brown and Brian
Wattchow from Australia, suggest that it all has to do
with modernity. I’'m quite interested as an amateur
sociologist in this concept of modernity or what some
sociologists would call “late-modernity” — or even
“liquid modernity”, which is my favorite. Another way
of putting this is that the world is changing so quickly
that our young people are losing their connections to
their places. | think it is fair to assume that many of
you see this in your day-to-day interactions with young
people. | see a lot of people — whether it is in London,
England or Shinjuku — who they are not really
interested in place; they are interested in screens, and
walk with their eyes glued to their phones. Right? It’s
the same wherever you go.

| propose that there are three levels of PBE.
The first is getting to know our places. The second
is transforming them for the better. And the third is
sharing our stories of those places with others in
faraway places — with who some people would call

2015 £E PBE BB YRI UL THIoTWS, NS TT8) NIRES

“global others”.

Here are some more examples from some of
the teacher training that I'm involved in. This is more
place-based math, and some science and history. All
of this is happening within 200 meters of the school.
So, it doesn’t involve big expenses and organizational
logistics to go hundreds of miles away to mountain
regions, for example. This place-based learning is
outdoors and it’s deeply contextualized within local
phenomena.

Let’s look at some of the assumptions that |
like to make about the first level of PBE. First, this is
about education, and education differs from learning
because there are intended learning outcomes and
because there is an educator as a teacher. Second,
it’s about the faraway and the very local, as well as
everything in between. Third, we look at the past, we
look at what’s going on right now, and we look at the
future as well.

Fourth, place can be used as a pedagogy; it’s a
way of teaching and can be used to learn across the
curriculum — math, science, geography, languages,
history, expressive arts, and so on. Fifth, PBE
considers interactions between land, ecology and
humans. That all fuses together.

Dwelling is a word that is used in PBE quite a
lot. Living well in our places involves dwelling in them;
one has to spend time there. PBE is best when it
involves spending time getting to know a place, rather
than having it presented by a tour guide, like “that
is a birch tree, this building was here since 1850”.
Effective PBE requires being in the places and getting
to know them.

Let me give you an example of how we can do
PBE really quickly. | do this with everyone from grade



three pupils to wilderness guides. It's a very simple
framework called “Outdoor Journeys” and it features
these three phases: Questioning, Researching, and
Sharing.

Questioning involves walking outside. So,
imagine us walking outside of the building here,
outside of the beautiful doors. Then we would ask a
question. So, imagine that every single person here
walked outside and wrote down questions about this
landscape. These might be ecological questions—
something about living environment—or maybe a
historical or heritage-based questions. Next, we
would all come back in and post our questions on the
wall. At this point, we would start the second phase:
Researching the answer. We can do this through the
internet, maybe asking an elder, or through printed
media — old maps are very good. Once we had the
answer, we would share with it everybody. Sharing
is the third phase of Outdoor Journeys. At this point,
we would then have all kinds of different pieces of
knowledge about this particular place that have deep
relevance for each learner. This approach gives the
learner increased agency and the power to decide
what they want to learn about. This simple framework
for place-based education involves writing down
questions, finding the answers through research,
and sharing knowledge with others. (see www.
outdoorjourneys.org.uk)

So far, we’ve only been discussing the first level
of Place-based education. The second level involves,
not just knowing a place, but something Takano-san
mentioned earlier: taking action. It’s not enough to
know a place. We need to see what’s wrong with this
place, how this place can be bettered, and then take
action. This has much more of a citizenship angle and
political angle, and deeply examines inequalities of
power and opportunity.

There are a couple of key concepts involved
in this second level. The first, called decolonization
(Gruenewald, 2003), is to acknowledge that everything
in the past about certain place may not have come
to be through very equitable terms and fairness. Just
think of land use in my native Canada or in Scotland.
In Canada, it was the French and the English who
marginalized the indigenous people. In Scotland, it
was often the English (and rich Scottish) who pushed

the Scottish peasants off the land. It is important to
acknowledge these past atrocities, and while it maybe
difficult for a 10 or 15 year-old to fix all of that, the first
step is certainly to understand it.

The second concept, re-inhabitation
(Gruenewald, 2003), is something a bit easier to
comprehend. It is to consider how we can live well
socially ecologically — to live more sustainably, so
that the generations after us can also live well.

A link here to community-based education can
be made. A lot of literature says that community-based
education is a branch of place-based education.

This has a big theme on citizenship, and focuses on
identifying community issues and then figuring out a
way to take action. Initially, this might be done in a
local organizational context, such as re-configuring
the way children line-up for the food in the cafeteria
— something really small. It can also involve going
outside, where organizations, public buildings and
outdoor places become sites for learning. Seen this
way, education does not only happen in school, and
community members become co-educators. It’s not
just about the teacher having all the knowledge,
but also drawing on skilled fellow citizens from the
neighborhood. Environmental conservation and
community service projects are the two most of
common approaches that | see. However, | think
there are interesting opportunities for learning through
local businesses as well. In Scotland, this is called
“Enterprise education”. Community-based education
can also be done through cultural events and the arts,
of course.
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So, here we have it. This is a pretty happy
picture, so far. The first level of PBE involves getting
to know our places. The second level involves taking
action. Good.

The PBE that | have described so far exists
on a fascinating social ‘backdrop’. For example, we
have very rigid and prescribed educational policies.
This is the same wherever you go in the world; the
curriculum is narrowing and everybody is teaching to
the test. If we take this to its logical extreme, we will
have students in different countries across the world,
who are learning the same kinds of mathematical
problems, science, equations, and languages. One
problem with this, is that as the curriculum narrows,
teachers are less able to make judgments. Crucially,
too often this leaves education ignoring place, culture,
and nature.

The other part of this social backdrop, ais
that we live in these crazy times, where everything
is constantly changing. These ‘liquid times’ are
characterized by nothing being certain and nothing
remaining fixed (see Bauman, 2007). Consider our
grandparents: most of them had the same jobs for
their whole lives, and lived in the same house their
whole lives. Ask a 10 or 15 year-old today, certainly in
Canada and UK, they just don’t know what they will be
doing when they grow up or where they are going to
live, because it’s all changing.

All of these above challenges are happening
at the same time that we are facing huge challenges
as citizens of the planet. Earlier, Professor Abe was
talking about Education for Sustainable Development,
and how global issues of climate change are facing
all of us — irrespective of what country we live in.
How do we tackle this? How do we tackle the power
held by massive corporations, that is changing the
way people live. These corporations have changed
the way the people work in factories on the other side
of the world. Often, people’s living conditions are so
appalling, they feel forced to migrate and so leave
their families to work thousands of miles away. We
see this happening in Europe and in the Middle East.
We see wars that are being waged on the religious
grounds. All these global phenomena are happening
at the same time. It’s a particularly difficult time to
be educating for place. That said, despite these
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difficulties, it is absolutely vital that we do educate for
and through place.

On a side note, | wanted to mention that Mike
Brown from New Zealand, who co-wrote the book
about A pedagogy of place, says that PBE should be
“PRE” (Place Responsive Education), because the
word “responsive” implies action.

Let’'s now look at the third level of PRE. This
level was unknown to me when | started reviewing
more recent PBE literature. It is the whole business
of creating citizens of the world. As noted above, we
have these global issues. So, it’'s not enough to be
just focusing on knowing our places and changing our
places. We need to be making links to the wider world.
This is because actions taking place in the wider
world trickle-down and affect what we do in our local
contexts. This is about locating our own PBE and the
action we take within a wider global narrative.

This third level of critical cosmopolitanism
(see Hawkins, 2014), involves understanding local
phenomena within the broader context of global
influences. The latter could be capitalism or climate
change, for example. Learning about how local places
are influenced by far away places can be done by
sharing stories. Luckily, we can do this quite easily
through various different online methods, such as
Skype and Wikis. People in Shinjuku can tell stories of
their places to people in Nagaland, where Amba-san
is from. They can share.

It's no longer enough to know about what is
going on in your place, and to try to change that place.
The world needs citizens who understand what’s
going on in other places, too. What | understand from
Education for Sustainability literature is how one of
the biggest problems surrounds young people finding
it very difficult to understand the connection between
their own actions and consequences. For example, if
| burn my self-making toast, | know how to do things
differently next time. But if | am living unsustainably, it
does not necessary affect me immediately. But it might
affect the way that someone else on the other side of
the world is living now or in ten years. Sustainability is
a very difficult thing to teach...

Here are some questions for you, if | may be so



bold to pose you some questions.

First, to what degree can PRE really respond
to places we live in? So far, I've spoken about PRE
as if it’s some kind of fantastic thing that we all need
like a magic portion. Everybody takes it and all will be
well. But there are limits to the possibilities of PRE.
If we want to learn about 19th century’s Russian
literature, about French impressionist art, about Israeli
/ Palestine conflicts, about the effect of climate change
on people living in Bangladesh, does that mean we
are going to go to Russia, France, Israel, Palestine,
France and Bangladesh? No, we’re probably not
going to do that. Well, maybe if we had all kinds of
money, then it would be possible, but then we wouldn’t
want to fly there because it would be against our
sustainability principles.

My point here is that even though I'm a big fan
of PRE, its applicability has limits. | think we need to
be really clear about when is the best time for us to
employ place-based pedagogies, since there may be
times when we need to say “well, we can’t actually do
that. We can’t go to that place in order to learn about
it". This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t learn about
a place that we can’t go to, of course. As educators,
we must use our judgment to employ appropriate
pedagogies.

The second question that | will leave you
with is this: Your place-responsive education, how
transformative is it really? Is it one that exposes some
of the social inequalities in the area? Does everybody
have the same power and opportunity to influence
their place? Do all citizens have the same power and
opportunity to live a flourishing life?

The third question is, To what extent is our
place-responsive education linking our participants’

experiences with those in faraway places — those
global others? These people are living very fluid lives
as well.

The good news is that, for those of you who
are really keen on PRE, there’s increasing literature
and guidelines available. If you want to do more of
this, you can do it, you can find support. However,
PRE has never been so challenging because of
these crazy times we live in. | get stressed-out by
all uncertainty that is in my own life. This uncertainty
is highly challenging for many humans in this age,
since our lives are less and less predictable. As
soon as we think, “I understand this, | get it”, it has
moved somewhere else. Just when | think | have my
computer figured-out, | get a flashing message telling
me that | need to update my software. Everything
keeps changing.

Teaching for our places, and through our
places, has never been so important. As | said with
my opening remarks, my hope is that you now have
a more specific PRE language and terminology that
you can use to have really meaningful discussions
over the next two days. We need to have some
specific terms so that we can have more meaningful
deeper discussions. | wish you all good discussions
for the next couple of days. | thank you very much for
listening.
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=== Keynote Speech

Place-Based Learning in Traditional Learning

Processes

Amba Jamir —Nagaland, India

Amba Jamir is a development consulting expert with
over 15 years of multidisciplinary experience from
policy formulation to project development, Amba is
professionally trained as an environmental lawyer
and development communicator. He is an acclaimed
grassroots trainer, facilitator and community leader
with experience in the Asia Pacific region in the areas
of education, development, livelihood, and policy
advocacy.

India - That’s where | come from and if you look
at the map of India, | am from the northeastern region.
The Northeastern region consists of eight states and
97% of our boundary is international border. If | have
to travel from Delhi to my home in Nagaland, | have
to fly across Nepal, Bhutan, and Bangladesh to get
there. This little portion is the only link of the land
that connects us to the rest of India. We call that the
chicken neck because it is just a small and thin strip of
land.

Within the Northeast | come from Nagaland
and I’'m from theAo tribe. As you can see, my jacket is
little take away from the larger shawl that we men folk
wear. The motifs narrate the story of the good qualities
of a warrior. Basically our people are land-based
agriculturists and 80% of our entire economy is based
on forestry and agriculture. We still live a life that is
continuously connected with nature. We live simple
lives but it is getting complicated as we progress. |
don’t know if that is progression, but it’'s getting more
complex and complicated. Our tools and farming
equipment are still pretty rudimentary and we use lots
of use of bamboo and cane. The entire agricultural
system is rain-fed which means no irrigation and no
external inputs of chemicals. We love our songs,
dances and festivals. The whole principle of learning
emerges from there and that’s where everything is
based upon.

Food in itself is a great way to appreciate one’s
culture and to learn about the resource-base and the
entire life around it. Now, if you look at when | say

“our entire learning system is based upon where we
come from and where we live,” and as Simon has very
elaborately explained, everything we do is land-based.
Everything we believe in, expect for the stars and the
moon and the sun, is land-based. The spirits that we
worshipped or adored are all land-based. Therefore,
no place for us and even the space which, as Simone
has explained is without history. The space - which
is unexplainable - also in many ways becomes our
canvas for learning. The faculty who facilitate that
learning begins from individual family, the extended
family, your clan, your neighborhood, your peer groups
and village as a whole. Therefore the whole process
of collective learning is the entire principle behind it.

In terms of how | would like to take the story is
basically to explore together the paradigm of place-
based learning from the Naga- perspective. Why is it
that the purpose, a big deal of the purpose of learning
is based on the “how” and not just on the “why” part?
The challenge, as well as, the opportunity is the
possibility of integrating the past and current learning
systems. | don’t know whether | should use the word
“formal” and “non-formal,” because that seems very
externally and very judgmental on the traditional
system of learning. What may be formal today may
be non-formal for some. For us that non-formal is our
formal. You know what | mean? Until formal classroom
education came, what we have been doing — the oral
learning process - is for us, our formal education and
that continues even today. This learning system was
beyond curriculums and grades. | will try and bring
together two case studies later in the presentation
and of course we can then proceed to the Q and A
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sessions without any conclusions from my end.

Learning as we all know - but may not be
told - is and has been a community-based process.
Unfortunately in today’s world, learning has become
too straight jacketed and often outsourced. We
expect too much on schools and colleges to teach
our children. What about the role of parents and
neighbors; and brothers and sisters; and grandfathers
and grandmothers; or even strangers to teach people
to learn and grow? We must look upon the community
itself - and not just the schools - as spaces and places
with opportunities of learning. If this is understood,
learning will not just be about opening up our minds
only in the classrooms but opening up your minds
whenever we are in public or common spaces. Seizing
learning opportunities - when we go to the fields or
when we see a grandmother or grandfather doing
something, asking questions, being inquisitive — is
what facilitates place based learning. While we do now
have the wonderful opportunity of having access to the
formal learning systems or access to technology which
further facilitates learning; we have to focus on the
‘why’ aspect of learning. | think as we would all agree,
learning is not just about being knowledgeable,but
generally is about how do | become a good person;
how do | become a person of value to my people; or
what do | do with the knowledge | have incurred.

Culturally, we have this saying that “he
knows, but he doesn’t understand” or “he’s good,
but he cannot contribute” or “he’s wonderful, but
unfortunately of no value to society.” The challenge
for us is that today, in our society when we say we
are progressing, it might simply refer to people getting
educated or getting higher grades, or accessing more
information and progressing year by year. What might
be important for us to reflect upon is, are they in the
process, becoming less valuable to our society? Are
they of less use within in our own cultural space or
context? Are we making them misfits for our own
society by rather preparing them to go out into an
industrial world where we don’t know if they will get
a job or not? If the modern education system has not
prepared or facilitated our children to progress within
our own cultural, social or economic context but rather
to migrate out; what value is it to our society? Such
are the challenges we are faced with today in terms of
what is the formal education system missing? What is
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this learning?

On the issue of progress or processes of
learning, while there may be numerous books,
research findings and new knowledge and information
is easily available; what we often forget to question
in the learning process is what are the cultural values
and ethics that are being ingrained in the young
minds? Values are the foundations that help one make
wise use of the knowledge and education one gets.
Unfortunately, in my own society, although | am just
a second generation educated person, as we move
away from our roots, our values seem to be negatively
affected. Is that progress? This is something that
really needs to be looked about.

Building upon traditional know-how, knowledge,
and practices is another opportunity or space for
learning and needs to be really reviewed from all
perspectives including from the formal scientific and
research perspectives. While some may say that
traditional knowledge needs to be first evaluated by
formal science; others argue that why does it need to
be validated by formal science? Rather than getting
into such debates, it is important to recognize and
acknowledge the value of both knowledge systems
for both have their values. For example, in terms
of medicinal uses, how would one explain when a
traditional healer says, “This plant is good for your
stomach trouble so long as you pick it up in the
morning from the southern side of the hill. If you pick
it up later in the day and the plant is from the northern
side, or the western side, then it won’t work so well. In
fact it’s better for your arteries.” How do you explain
that? In mainstream science, one might just look at the
properties of the plant but without having considered
the aspects of the northern or southern sides.

I’m not saying it is impossible for modern
science but modern science sometimes do seem to
have limitations when it comes to issues of spirituality
or concepts of well-being. The importance of building
upon from within the community and engaging with
learners in the social and physical environment
that they grow up in is what facilitates place based
learning.

Let me take the example of a traditional shifting
cultivation farmer in my society. We are shifting



cultivators and | wonder how many of you know what
shifting cultivation is. It is an ancient form of land use
where the community clears a portion of the forest,
burns and farms for two years before leaving it to
fallow. In my village, the fallow cycle is currently 17
years. This means we farm on the same plot only after
17 years. Unfortunately, shifting cultivation farmers
have been made to think that they are primitive,
unproductive, and destructive. This is because of
government policies which has negatively labeling
such land uses as bad. While little children may not
realize, many of our young people now don't feel like
to be associated with shifting cultivation because
they feel shy to be associated to a system that is
considered “primitive, unproductive and destructive”.

However, if one were to consider such a
traditional farmer, the knowledge that he or she has is
amazing. To begin with, the farmer reads the phases
of stars and the moon and decides when and how to
plant which seeds and what to harvest on particular
days or nights. They consider the seasons observe
it and forecast if a year is going to get lesser rain or
not. This way they decide, for example, which rice
variety to plant. Given that such farmers practice
mixed cropping, they have a choice of rice varieties
to choose from. They also have a wide range of
other crops to grow along with the rice. The farmers
also plant in such a way so that it attracts beneficial
insects, as well as, predator insects against pests
and therefore are expert agro-biodiversity managers,
soil scientists and weather forecasters. Such is the
knowledge within these so called “primitive farmers”
and it is important that if we try to understand and
recognize their knowledge and the processes of what
they do.

Traditional knowledge no doubt is good but
we must not romanticize it. There may be lots of
good practices, but there also are practices that are
not sustainable and these must be discarded. What
is unfortunate is that in the process of change or
adaptation to the new world systems, we are losing
a lot of the good values and practices. As | said,
even people like me - 2nd generation educated - are
slowly shifting away from a rural to urban lifestyles
and even away from the institutions and village
communities. In the process - which | don’t need to
explain for I'm sure Japan has already gone through

it—the gap between the younger generation and the
older generations are increasing by the day and inter-
generational communication of knowledge sharing
has become a big challenge. As a society, we are on
the brink of losing cultural values and traditional pride
and practices. This point | think reinforces what Simon
said about the market economy, consumerism and
alienation from land practices that rapidly overtakes
sustainable lifestyles. Market based consumerism
has really begun to start eating into our traditional
systems. The issue of consumerism has made us
feel concerned, because it has not only led us into
problems of poor management of wealth but also led
to pollution of the pristine countryside but also our
practices.

When you look at all that, the challenge that
our communities are facing now is beyond just internal
changes but driven a lot by external forces and
factors. The large question being: “Are we seeking
new knowledge at the cost of the experience and good
wisdom that we have had? or Are we in the process
also losing what we already knew and had by just
blindly following what others are doing?”Therefore,
while understanding that it is important to plan for
both formal and non-formal knowledge systems, we
as a community must use the best of both worlds for
educating the future generation.

It is important - from our perspective - that such
realization begins from the primary school levels. As
children grow up in search of higher education, they
usually move away from the village to more urban
locations. Once they move on, it is difficult for them
to get on with life back in the village and more so
because the education they have got has prepared
them for non agricultural or rural based activities. To
instill values when they are young and to help them
realize the history, traditions and contributions of the
community even as farmers is not only important but
the very basis of place or culture based education.

Collective responsibility and building of common
property resources: How do we ensure that learning
takes place in everyday activities and interactions
without having to think that it should only happen in
schools? As children, we used our neighbors gardens
to set up make believe tents, get vegetables and rice
from different homes and cook our small meals. In
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the process we learn to cook, to gather and harvest
plants, to share, understand collective responsibility,
amongst others. So long as the formal schools build
upon the social good and capital of the community,
they contribute a lot in not just developing the children
but to also read and write and to learn of other
cultures and subjects which are usually not covered in
the traditional learning processes.

If we look at who are the types of people in the
community that can contribute, it is usually the elders,
the educated, and the skilled. Then we have the ‘place’
in terms of forest and rivers and natural ecosystems
and resources which teach us understand nature in its
natural way. The other resources are often community
created or designed and each of these — be it heritage
sites, our physical assets or social institutions - provide
ideal ‘spaces’ for learning. As an educator or elder that
is responsible to facilitate learning, the responsibility is
in terms of how does one facilitate learning and impart
life skills as a process in the natural environment or
during festivals, youth gatherings or even classrooms.

The Village Discovery Excursion: The village
re-discovery excursions are something my village —
Mopungchuket - did many years ago. Many people
from my village have over the last 40 years got
educated and moved on to other urban centers.
Some work in the government, some work in other
professional jobs and other have settles in different
towns across Nagaland. The children of such people
are born and brought up in environments that are
different or away from the village. Such children often
have little or no idea about the village or life there as it
is. This also means there is often no real connection -
except for some relatives - to the village their parents
came from.

In order to facilitate a process of discovering
their village and to establish emotional and cultural
bonds, the village elders contacted the parents living
in Kohima (capital of Nagaland) with the request that
they send their children to the village for a programme.
The community assured all support and care to ensure
not just the safety of the youth but also their learning
and to host the young visitors. The response was
overwhelming and once the young people arrived in
the village, elders took over. The men were taken care
of by the elder men and the girls by elder ladies. They
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young people were taken around not just the village
but across different fields and cultural domains of the
community, they were given talks on our traditional
systems, beliefs, practices and even taught songs and
other skills. On another such trip, the young people
trekked on ancient trade routes thus reliving history
and experiencing it as they learn. During the process
of the treks, the youth also engaged with the youth
from other villages along the way. The experience
not just educated the youth but also the elders and
it brought each one of them closer to the village they
belong to but never knew.

Such processes, | believe, lays the basis for
the idea of building a sustainable society, which
Abe-sensei talked about in his opening remarks.
The activity, by utilizing the natural place based its
education to ignite the human aspect of education
where it not just facilitated building relations, initiated
engagements and sharing of ideas and experiences
but taught history, culture, diplomacy, skills, all of
which greatly enhanced social cohesion.

Very quickly, last 2 slides. Community-centered
and driven: Policy is not always something that
government makes. At the end of the day, what the
community decides becomes the community’s policy.
Therefore we cannot just say, that the policy doesn’t
work for us. Communities do have the space and
to work within any policy and to innovate and adapt
along. Issues of how relevant, what we are doing
in terms of community values and community well-
being. It’s not just using the community as a sponge
for extracting knowledge from them, but ensuring that
we go beyond the knowledge and into the well-being
part. We need to build upon what is and can be; and
understand what the situation is. Seeing what can
be done and how we can go forward. For example,
we have the Community Conserved Areas, which the
community has started and later on, we made the
conservation group discussions, we can discuss a little
bit more about that. Community Based Tourism where
the community themselves started organizing tourism
festivals and tourism activities without any support
from the government, in the process, rejuvenating the
entire traditional sports, arts and crafts. Community-
based Farm Schools, where farmers get together and
say that “you’re free to visit our farm where we can
teach you and not only children but even farmers from
other villages do come sometimes to learn and share



experiences.

And finally, school teachers during the village
discovery excursion were not just co-facilitators, but in
many cases learners. Given that many of the younger
teachers had not lived or grown up in the village, it
was a great learning experience for the teachers too.
Students and youth organizations who were not only
considered as learners but as partners in planning the
learning process. Parents and community institutions
were fully involved in terms of how to engage and how
to support - even financially. Funding therefore was
not an issue - if the community wants to do something.
You don’t really need to look for money unless it’s
something very elaborate.

That’s the end of my story. Thank you very
much.

About the jacket:

This is just the modern innovation. Traditionally
we don'’t use jackets. If | wasn’t in my western dress,
| would have been freezing to death here because
traditionally we do not wear pants but just a small loin-
cloth in the front. The motifs and colours of the jacket
is basically from the designs of our warrior’s shawl.
The shawl is specially woven for warriors and is a
men’s shawl.

The motifs that you see on the jacket generally
depict the qualities of a warrior and also highlight
certain aspects of ancient faith and belief. The stars
and the moon represent the unknown space but which
governs our life and activities in terms of a cycle of
events — even in the agricultural fields. The hornbill is
a much valued bird and we proudly wear its feathers
on our headgears.

The headgear is a band like crown framed by
bamboo and covered with black bear or boar fur. The
men’s chocker is made up of the tusks of the wild boar
while the armband or amulet are cut from the tusks of
the elephant. Of course, now days, we use wood or
synthetic fibre glass materials made to look just like
ivory.

Well, | know it’s not so environmentally and
wildlife-conservation friendly if | show everything, but
these are traditional costumes. These are tiger and
bear claws, these ones here. The nail and the claw’s
part. And so many other things and this is usually
bear skin, the skin of bear. The shield is usually from
the dried skin of the wild bison, elephant skin or even

made of bamboo and cane.

Hornbill is very revered by us. It is the bird
that each male should aspire to be like. The male
hornbill is known to be faithful, protective, and loyal to
the family. When the female hornbill lays her eggs, it
makes its nest inside the hollow of very tall tree trunks.
The female enters the nest in the hole and stays inside
with the eggs until they hatch and the chicks are big
enough to come out and fly. Once the female enters
the nest to lay her eggs, the male covers the whole
hole with mud and protects it for the entire period of
roosting. The male goes every day to hunt and come
back with food to feed the female bird and later on
even the new born chicks. Every time the bird comes
or leaves, it will do so with utmost care so that other
predators cannot make out where the nest is. Such is
the devotion, skills and beauty of the hornbill bird.

Then we have the rooster or cock. We say
that warriors need to be brave and determined like a
rooster. If need be, cocks are known to fights till death
and are very strong and agile on its feet. Likewise,
the tiger, or lion are proud kings of the jungle that are
never greedy and often contented with what they have
or need. They don’t eat more than what they should
eat nor do they kill unnecessarily.

These are just some indicative examples.
Traditionally, all these colours would have been
naturally dyed from different plants and leaves. The
yellow colour in head wears are usually dried orchids,
while the long hair may be that of mountain goat or
even human hair. These are cowry shells which are
usually got from the ocean and seas. Our traditional
costumes have a lot of this, especially for women.
Probably once upon a time, we either came across
some seas or, may be, | don’'t know. The Himalayas
as we all know was part of the great sea before it
was formed into the gigantic mountains. People have
different theories; | don’t know what it is.

We worshipped the star, moon and other
natural and spiritual beings before Christianity came
to our land. Some of the pictures here are the tattoo
signs. Traditionally, we would have been tattooed, we
have tattoos on our chests and legs, which identifies
one’s clans, position and in some tribes how many
heads hunted.
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“A nation is great not by its size
alone. It is the will, the cohesion,
the stamina, the discipline of

its people and the quality of

their leaders which ensure itan
honourable place
in history.”

b M Lee Kimn Yew
1963
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Introduction

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on
behalf of a school in a little red dot, Singapore. Please
allow me to take some time to give you a context on
an event last year that impacted us as a nation, which
| felt has great relevance in our discussion of place-
based education in Singapore.

We have recently concluded our 50th year
of nationhood. It was a remarkable year of soul-
searching as we experienced the passing of our
founding father, Mr Lee Kuan Yew during our year of
jubilee. His departure sparked off a sense of deep
gratitude towards this “place” we call “home”, for the
price paid by our forefathers who fought and turned
Singapore from 3rd world to 1st within a generation.
There was a great awakening phenomenon of “place-
based inquiry and appreciation” amongst the citizens
to know more about our past and our place.lt was
during the week of mourning which was declared.

Within that short week, 24hours of Mr Lee
Kwan Yew’s journey, speeches and footages of nation-
building process screened on TV and the outpouring
of grief was unprecedented. Citizens, the young, old
and the disabled queued up to 10 hours, to pay their
last respect. Strangers cared for one another while
waiting. Volunteers distributed drinks and umbrellas
for free. In that one week, we saw people who were
selfless, people who were looking out for each other,
who were unwavering, who were kind. All of us united
by one legacy that Mr Lee has left us with, Singapore.
This experience challenged the paradigms of what
it means to be a Singaporean. Why did it only take

the passing of Mr Lee Kuan Yew to bring out the best
of Singaporeans, ignite the upsurge of defining this
Singapore identity and desiring to learn more about
our land?

In the next 20 minutes I'd hope to illustrate
on why the role of education, particularly in the area
of experiential/place based learning is imperative in
this changing landscape of Singapore with growing
affluence, income inequality, elusiveness of national
identity, influx of immigrants, marginalization of people
groups, climate changes, compromising biodiversity,
dilemmas between urban development and heritage
conservation in this land-scarce Island State. These
are the challenges the future generation needs to
address to bring Singapore to a next milestone in the
50 years that follow.

Why do we do place-based education?

Education for sustainable development or
ESD as mentioned by Prof Beames and Higgins, is
important to build resilient Singaporeans who knows
who they are and what they stand for, understanding
the nuances and “tradeoffs” that constitute sustainable
development and thereby understanding their role
as future leaders. | believe what we have been
talking about here in this symposium; in relation to
experiential education such as place-based education
is a response to the nation’s call to equip the next
generation with relevant skills, knowledge, sense of
connection and empathy.
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Historical/Geographical/Social context of
Singapore

Singapore with a colonial past, immigrant
heritage, is a small island city-state with a land area of
697 square km inclusive of 10 % of land reclamation is
home to 5.5milion people. To give you an idea on how
small Singapore is, it only takes only about an hour
drive from one end to the other end of Singapore. It
also one of the most densely populated cities in the
world with most of its people living in government
built high rise apartments. Singapore’s geographical
location and its equable tropical climate support lush
natural vegetation. Despite the fact that we have
lost more than 90% of its original forest cover over
to urban development, we are still home to a huge
diversity of plants, terrestrials and marine animals.
During the 1960s and 1970s, extensive urban renewal
projects were undertaken to address the problems of a
new nation—overcrowding, inadequate infrastructure,
and lack of proper housing. The critical tasks for
the government then were to clear out the slums,
provide public housing, and encourage economic
growth by creating space for industries, urban
development displaced large number of settlements
and caused rapid loss of landscapes along with its
memories and stories. This was the classic case of a
dilemma between the urban development, ecological
conservation and heritage preservation. During the
1980-90s and up to the millennium, there were rapid
economic reforms, open trading policies and attracting
of investments and massive foreign employment and
burgeoning of population.

Areas of concern evolved

In the light of the historical, geographical,
economic, social underpinnings, there are a few areas
of concern that have been evolved overtime:

1.Sense of Displacement and Disconnection

Sense of displacement through the loss of a
“sense of place” with urban development and loss of
memories, pasts, and stories connected to the spaces.
Many historical areas have to give way to malls, roads
and apartments. An example will be Sungei Road Flea
Market with eight decades of history will be relocated
for Master Plan 2014 under parks and residential
usage thereby displacing hundreds of elderly and
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impacting their source of livelihood.

Another example is the threat of gentrification
in neighborhoods such as Tiong Bahru- “displacement
of a lower-income population from neighborhoods
by new groups of middle and upper class residents”
where new cafes offering specialty coffees, upmarket
bakeries and "indie" shops have rapidly taken over old
business establishments, in the process transforming
the social-spatial fabric of these places.

2.Loss of heritage/biodiversity/history due to urban
development

One example which has gained worldwide
attention last year was the Bukit Brown, the cemetery,
which has been the final resting place of pioneering
Chinese immigrants to Singapore since the mid-19th
century, the 100,000 graves are pending to be hauled
up from the ground to pave the way for “development”.
This has caused an upheaval of activists and
controversy. The other example is Pulau Ubin, Chek
Jawa Wetlands which lauded to have rich biodiversity
were preserved upon environmental activists’ lobbying

efforts.

3. “Epidemic” of Isolation/Loneliness
“Singapore is growing old faster than any



society in the world”. Ageing population gave rise to
many elderly staying alone, in recent years; the trend
of elderly suicide is rising on an alarming rate. Lack of
trust and human connections overtime is detrimental
to the psychological health of elderly.

4. Debate on national identity with influx of immigrants

Issue of rising “xenophobic” sentiments and
national identity will always accompany any debate on
population, immigration, and the influx of foreigners.
“Singapore for Singaporeans” protest against the
population white paper at Hong Lim Park is an
example of Singaporean’s reaction to the population
growth. The future of Singapore needs to embrace
diversity and learn to live in harmony with cultures in
this highly globalized society.

National agenda and responses to

pressing issues

In response to the above issues, on the
environmental front, Singapore’s strategic urban
planning policies have created an urban landscape
punctuated by heterogeneous and highly-connected
green spaces — what Newman (2014) calls ‘biophilic

urbanism’. “City in a Garden” This is to help citizens
to spend more time with nature thereby creating a
relationship with the green spaces. On the social
front, Singapore recognizes its needs for social
capital to build cohesion amongst Singaporeans;
the Kampong spirit has been a buzz word in the
government policies. Kampong (which means village
in Malay) is the spirit of mutual consideration, of
neighbours knowing that even as preferences differ
from household to household, there is understanding

and compromise.

Outlook of Experiential Education/Place

based in Singapore

The image of a ‘rugged society’ was used in
1966 to prepare a disparate people for the introduction
of compulsory National Service. In 1976, when
Prime Minister Lee feared that newfound affluence
would soften the young, he initiated the “ Use Your
Hands campaign”. This early experiential learning
initiatives got students, parents, teachers, principals
and civil servants back to school on weekends
to scrub classrooms, clean windows and weed
gardens.. Singapore’s prime minister, during his 2015
rally speech, mentioned that that self-reliance and
mutual support are our strength. In the 1990s, school
students were sent to Outward Bound Singapore
for leadership training. The Ministry of Education
of Singapore continues to value “ruggedness” and
outdoor adventure experiences to build individuals
and teams. Last year was a dark year for experiential
education, as the nation mourned the death of 6
children and 2 teachers died due to the earthquake
in Sabah while hiking at Mount Kota Kinabulu.
However, PM Lee acknowledged it as an accident and
urged that adventure training will go on for its value.
Heartening to see the national stand on such outdoor
experiences, however, these experiences are episodic
instead of continuous. Lack of trained teachers in
outdoor education, over reliance on external vendors
to run programmes for schools, the constant contests
between available time and demands of curriculum
are some obstacles for experiential education to soar
higher.

Singapore as a developed nation falls on
the same trap as of many developed countries; of
the reduction of time children spend outdoors. With
constant challenges in the perception of paper chase,
lack of time, intense academic driven curriculum, as
according to Dewey, persistent dichotomies between
subject matter and method, curriculum and the
child, theory with reality is perennial to Singapore’s
education.

What'’s then the role of educational
institution such as RI? What should be the
responses of schools to the issues our
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nation is facing?

Singapore’s Minister of Education, on the 19
January, a few days ago said that we should foster
love of learning and reduce the focus of exams. |
believe that is the heart of experiential education and
PBE. In Raffles Institution, the principal said that a
school needs to be the social glue between the part of
community that has no contact to each other. Schools
ought to be part of the solutions to these issues
such as social exclusion, intolerance, environmental
deterioration through human factors and epidemic of
“loneliness” in aging populations. In Raffles Institution,
there are place-based education programmes
which include Learning through landscapes,
heritage conservation, Ecological Literacy, Social
Advocacy and Service-Learning programmes. These
programmes hope to produce students who are more
aware, informed, caring and hopefully, convicted to be
the responsible citizens contributing positive changes
in their community.

Becoming Bishan

This is a project in collaboration of the school’s
archive museum, 10 alumni and current students
dedicated hours in digging up the history of the
history of a residential precinct in Singapore, Bishan,
where Rl stands right now as we, which used to be a
cemetery. They partnered with archaeologist, analyse
photographs, artefacts and documents, conducted
interviews. They created a booklet and exhibition
which tours around Singapore’s library. It seeks to be
more than just a re-narration of the history of Bishan
but to inspire reflection among Bishan residents to
reflect on the values and challenges that have defined
Bishan through the ages. The authors also hope
that the typical cosmopolitan and affluent resident of
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today will be able to find an affinity with the kampong
residents of the past and use this to forge a new and
stronger Bishan identity. From this, I'm impressed by
the students’ love for the nation to want to instil such
an identity for its people. This project juxtaposed
strongly with the example of the story of Bukit Brown,
which | have mentioned earlier.

Ecological Literacy

In the same spirit, besides heritage
conservation, learning through landscapes from
ecological point of view, for our Ecological Literacy
programme, students are researchers, authors,
illustrators of children books in our Ecological Literacy
Programme. The elective take students into the nature
reserves so that they can better understand the
natural systems that undergird life. With a constant
mantra of “Look closer, look harder, look longer”, the
importance of giving time and space to explore these
issues in greater depth. Through nature journaling,
students take ownership of their own learning, harness
curiosity through questioning and critical inquiry, they
go through field trips, growing their own plants, herbs
at the backyard, these are process that cultivates
values and connection with the land Their end of
year project is showcase a particular nature reserves/
green space into children book. From the words
of the students, “it’'s been a meaningful move from
theoretical understanding of sense of place to feeling
a deep emotional attachment to the place that stirred
me to write books for children”. So far, the school
has produced 11 children books showcase different
nature reserves of Singapore such as Pulau Ubin,
Sugei Buloh, Macritchie Reservoir. Many alumnus of
the programme went on in careers in environmental
conservation and continue to advocate in their own
ways.

Cycling Learning journeys

Cycling Learning journeys are conducted
along waterways and National Parks Boards’ Parks
Connector (PCN) students explore how human
activities affect the design of and land use around the
precincts in Singapore. Interpretive approach to the
landscapes helps students gain insights into nature-
urban tensions in land-scarce Singapore, appreciating
how nature shares our lives and how development



in turn re-shares the land. An example will be to
see how the government turned concrete canals
into naturalised rivers along the residential areas to
allow people to be connected with the nature. This
discussions motivation to learn, reflection trail heighten
students’ awareness to the sights of Singapore,
nurturing curiosity about the lifestyle of diverse groups
of people, appreciate and gain insights on impacts of
human and government interventions.

Community Education through social

Advocacy: Storytelling workers

The Storytelling Workers is an example of a
project that shares the personal stories of migrant
workers in Singapore, and aims to encourage respect
and recognition amongst Singaporeans for their
contributions to our country. Students conducted
interviews with migrant workers along the streets
and interacted with them to gain insights into their
lives, thereafter stories were posted on social media.
Dialogues and narratives of such stories aim to
normalise the presence of migrant friends in our midst
thereby creating less “otherness”, but more empathy
and care towards them.

Service-Learning Programmes: Local

To address issues of intergenerational gap
and justice, a project started last year by student
volunteers through understanding the situation in
the households of families in government aided flats.
Students are gathered to do house cleanings blocks
located around the school vicinity which are for the
low-income families/elderly who stays alone/trouble
families. One example of a project that took off further
was students set out to improve the living conditions
of the elderly by installing equipment such as ramps
and handle-bars in their homes through application
of a government grant. They also improved the
homes in other ways, including fumigation, painting
and cleaning. Above all the work, students learnt the
challenges face by elderly, understand the importance
of human relationships and connections.

Service-Learning Programmes: Overseas
A yearlong overseas Service-Learning Project

seeks to work with neighbouring countries and

understand how Singapore can play its role in a

regional context. Students did needs analysis needs
communities, discuss on issues and develop action
plan to act upon it. They felt a sense of commitment
towards the people and they fund-raised the amount
to support a local school in Indonesia, Batam. The
2 weeks overseas experience not only develops
a greater sense of global awareness and social
responsibility but also re-calibrates the students’ sense
of place and identity in Singapore and what it means
to be happy.

Before | end off, | just want to share a story of
students’ reflection; a student from our International
service-learning elective who is an Indonesian took
part in a project in Indonesia last year. Upon the trip,
she shared that that was the first time she felt “so
important”, as she was needed in every classroom to
translate for others and to connect with the children
they served. She felt that as an Indonesian, this
experience was a “local” service-learning experience
for her. That was the first time she felt the tremendous
need in her own country, first time she felt compelled
to do something for her own country and she first
time felt empowered that she is able to make that
difference. Place based education has the potential to
make that impact in students.

Singapore has had a good 50 years but not
without compromising and giving in to development.
For the next 50 years, it depends largely on how its
future leaders will develop policies that cannot only be
preventive of loss of ecology, human relationships and
culture but more importantly, these policies have to be
restorative in nature for individuals/for community/for
our identity. Education is sowing seeds, anticipating
fruition someday. Through various platforms of PBE, |
believe we can begin to influence one person at a time
restoring connections and roots from the very place
where one is.

The death of Mr Lee sparked off Singaporean’s
deep sense of gratitude and love of to our land and |
believe, PBE has the potential to do so as well, to our
future generation. | leave you with a quote from Mr
Lee, “Truly the nation is not determined by its size,
but it’s cohesion, it’s stamina, discipline of the people
and of course all of us are trying to do to increase
the quality of our future leaders so that we can live a
better life and also in a better place where we are.”
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Points of Concerns =—

Challenges of PBE

ANDO Toshihiko, Prof. SAITAMA University

He is conducting reserach on Environmental Education
from various aspects. He is also serving as Chairman
of the Board of TOTORO FUND, Saitama Prefecture.

I would like to raise an issue in advance of
today’s discussion.The theme of today’s symposium
is “Place-Based Education: From Knowing to Acting”.
The reason this particular theme was selected is
because of a discussion in the Planning Committee.

Mr. Yokoyama, a committee member of the
Nature Conservation Society of Japan, gave the
following opinion. “Advancements are being made in
research on nature preservation, and each member
of the Nature Conservation Society is increasing in
competence. But overall, it seems as if the power of
nature conservation in Japan is weakening. We have
various difficult problems, such as the one in Henoko,
and in our current situation we are unable to act in
such a way as to solve them properly.”

The members of the Planning Committee
have experience in different fields, with some being
researchers, and others practitioners, but all of them
were in sympathy with Mr. Yokoyama’s comments.
“Yes, that’s certainly the case,” was their responseWe
understand many things about environmental issues,
but if we were to ask ourselves if this understanding
has led to improvements, | feel as if we might
be compelled to say that not only has it not led
to improvements, but we have even regressed
somewhat. What are we to think about that?

We’ve been led to believe that learning and
education causes us to stop doing certain things, but
we can't talk about these things without taking another
step towards “acting.”To summarize what | have just
said, we have many studies and findings regarding
environmental issues. But in Japanese society, and
in India, the UK, and Singapore, has there been
an accompanying increase in, and progress made
with, our ability to preserve the environment? We

have a great deal of findings and research regarding
environmental issues. But it seems as though the
ability to change our current situation inherent in
environmental education is not really working. Instead,
the status of environmental education is becoming
relatively lower. While we should be able to change
our current situation, in actuality we are not there yet.

As Professor Abe noted in his address
yesterday, there is a vicious cycle occurring between
a society and education that are unsustainable... We
like to think that education and the pathway toward
a sustainable community should really be connected
in a virtuous cycle, but trends headed toward an
unsustainable community and accompanying trends
in education are part of a vicious cycle. That vicious
cycle is becoming ever closer to us, and perhaps we
cannot do anything to fight it. Doesn’t it seem that
way?

Education is invoked here because of, to use
an expression coined by Paulo Freire, the banking
concept of education. This refers to the dominant
form of education where one simply stuffs in as much
knowledge as possible. We might call this the de-
placement of education.

At the same time, modern society is increasing
placelessness among people.In his address, Dr.
Beames posed the issue of viewing modern society
through the concept of liquid modernity or a risk
society. One dominant trend in modern society is
that people are becoming increasingly mobile on a
global level. Instead of being place- based, there is an
increasing trend towards de-placement throughout the
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whole of society .

We have heard a great deal about “refugees” in
the news of the past year. Vast numbers of people are
moving from Syria through Turkey and on their way to
Germany. In Japan, the former citizens of Fukushima
move elsewhere because they can no longer live
there. Far from being place-based, they are compelled
to leave their places. This de-placement is becoming
very powerful, with the people who belong to what is
called a “diaspora” drastically increasing. For those
of us that have taken an interest in, and are working
on, “place-based education,” or PBE, what are we to
think of this de-placement occurring in education and
society?What must we do to resist, or move beyond,
this trend? We must bring our experiences together,
and think. This is why we have chosen “From Knowing
to Acting” as the theme of this symposium.

How far did we get in yesterday’s keynote
address and session discussions? | would like to
mention a few keywords.For example, many people
used the words “decolonization,” “
which means to live in a place once again, or “re-
discovery”. Mr. Jamir was one person who used the
word “re-discovery,” as did Professor Kuwako. Re-
discovery can apply to places as well as values. It
goes without saying that “community” has been an
important keyword from start to finish. The phrase
“‘common property” as used yesterday by Mr Jamir is

also an important key term.

re-inhabitation,”

In Professor Kuwako’s address there was a
discussion of what color to make streetlights in a hot
spring resort, or what sort of a design these lights
should use. These streetlights are an example of
common property for that area. Professor Kuwako and
many others talked about the need for “consensus
building” when bringing together people with differing
values.

The importance of thinking holistically about
formal and non- or informal education was noted in
the first address by Professor Abe and Mr. Jamir, and
continually repeated in the sessions. Mr. Jamir stated
that non-formal education is, to us, formal education.
| believe this means that we must continually keep in
view how we think about formal education and non- or
informal education overall.

2015 £E PBE ERY YRI UL o TWD) 5 TT8EN NRESE

At the end of last night’s round-table
conference, Professor Abe stated that, “this is a social
revolution”. These are very important words. If we
find it hard to use the phrase “social revolution,” then
perhaps then perhaps this indicates the need for a
vision of a new society and a direction in which to
seek it

In retrospect, when our predecessors thought
about new societies, they also thought about
developing new people and education.This calls to
mind three books. The first was written by Robert
Owen in 1813, and is entitled “A New View of Society.”
In that book a new society with “villages of unity and
cooperation” is created. In doing so, there is a need
to develop new ways to develop people, so they
create an “institution for the formation of character” in
order to form humans with a complete character. This
must be done when they are small children, so the
people then form nurseries, which no one up to that
time had thought of, creating institutions that, provide
a coherent education from childhood to adulthood,
as well as villages of unity and cooperation. Owen
put these concepts into practice in the community of
New Lanark near Glasgow, Scotland. His successors
went to the US and developed these concepts in
various forms, leaving behind a legacy of creating
communities while providing education.

Another book is the strangely titled “Munera
Pulveris”, which was written by John Ruskin in 1872.
Ruskin asserted that we must question a society with
money at its core. Ruskin believed that nature and
culture were the highest values, and that England,
being the most advanced capitalistic country, needed
to transition towards them. Realizing his vision
requires a change in people; Ruskin’s society cannot
exist unless people can be brought up to believe that
nature and culture are valuable, and that means a
new type of education. Ruskin’s philosophy can be
viewed as a major starting point for the environmental
education in England from the end of the 19th to the
20th century.

In 1915 Russia’s Nadezhda Krupskaya
published a volume entitled “Public Education and
Democracy,” wherein she emphasized that realizing
socialism in the human race would require laborers to
develop in all areas needed to support socialism, and



that new schools built on the principle of politekhnizm,
or general technical education must be created.

Some may think | am exaggerating in
mentioning the names of the great minds of
educational philosophy, such as Owen, but | don'’t
think so. We have been given the challenge of how
best to tie the creation of a new society to the creation
of new education. In thinking about this, we must
remember the place where we are. Various keywords
are given to us that act as the parts and items we
need to consider this idea. | would like to take our
discussion one step further today, and talk with you
about how we can assemble this education, and
moreover how we can bring it to fruition.

| would like to discuss three themes.

First, | believe it is important for us to have
abundant discussions about how PBE is being
practiced. Place is a very diverse notion. Nature is
also diverse, as are the cultures that touch nature.
Place can take many forms depending on culture and
nature, and education that is rooted in them also has
many variations. In our discussion of these diverse
and various forms, we begin to ponder what all these
things have in common. | think it may be important to
learn more keywords, and start to tie these keywords
together.

Second is the clarification of the overall image
of PBE. What is the level of consistency between what
we call normal formal education and PBE, and how
should we think about these two together? Yesterday,
a first-year student named Iwashita, who is also our
youngest participant, made a comment in the session
on school education. He said, “The school curriculum
is set in its ways, and it’s bothersome, so why don’t we
destroy it?” | thought that was quite a bold statement
to make, but perhaps it is one way of thinking. In a
society where today’s formal education is turning
in a major way, what form should PBE take? | think
we need to be able to talk about the methods of the
organization and the direction of systematization.

Third, what kind of approach should we take
when we can see the big picture? This will require
more closely defining transition strategies to PBE.
I have brought with me one book on this topic, the
book published last year in Japan entitled “Cities in

Evolution; an Introduction to the Study of Civics and
Town-Planning Movement.” It was written in 1915 by
an English urban planner named Patrick Geddes.
Last year was the 100th anniversary of its publication,
which resulted in a new translation here in Japan. The
translator, Professor Ichiro Nishimura, says that this
book can be read not only as a bible of urban planning
and civics, but also as a bible of environmental
education.

Geddes says in his book that the town-planning
movement, as the central force in creating a new
society, is in the process of creating new cities and
that in response a new education is in its infancy. So
who will take the lead in the town- planning movement
noted by Geddes, namely the transition to PBE, and
how will they do it?

We are all doing various things in various
places. From a macro perspective, we are being asked
what we think about this major movement.| have
touched on the reason why we chose “From Knowing
to Acting” as a theme, the conclusions of yesterday’s
discussions, and the three discussion points for
today: “bringing to fruition the practical image of PBE,”
“clarification of the overall image of PBE,” and “specific
strategies for transitioning to PBE.” It is my wish that
today’s discussion be even more fruitful than those of
yesterday.Thank you for your attention.
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