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‘’The current political system gives the public minimal direct influence over the decisions that 
affect their lives’’(Hughes, 2023). Debate the above statement.


Within your answer you may wish to include; 

1. What is the current political system? (Government and Parliament)
2. How are members of the Government elected? 
3. Advantages and disadvantages of the voting system. 
4. Reform Suggestions.
5. Summary/ Conclusion.
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In the United Kingdom, the political system is that of a representative democracy. This means that the political system is whereby officials who are elected by the general public make decisions for and on behalf of the people. Whilst this theoretically allows for public influence through voting, the actual decision-making power between elections is often minimal. In the United Kingdom, we have Government and Parliament. 
At present, our Prime Minister and head of Government is Rishi Sunak. The Prime Minister is the executive for the Government, cabinet and wider government who sit in Parliament. We have a general election on the 6th of July 2024. During this election, the general public will be voting for the next Prime Minister and Government leader. 
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Political party campaigners have mechanisms for public consultation and participation. These can range from local town hall meetings to national referendums, giving the public a voice in decision-making. 
Members of Parliament use canvassing is a traditional and crucial part of political campaigning especially as the general election is vast approaching. Canvassing involves politicians or their representatives going from door-to-door in order to engage with constituents directly. The purpose is to gather information on voter’s intentions, to promote their party’s manifestos and ultimately persuade people to vote for them. People can often see these as “cold calling” and MPs giving false hope of improving the economy, housing and employment. 

Canvassing can be seen as a way for MPs to connect with members of the public within their constituency to try and understand their concerns and explain their positions and discuss the changes they wish to implement if elected. This method allows MPs to gauge public opinion and if required, adjust their strategies to improve public opinion in order to gain votes. However, the effectiveness of canvassing can vary, and it is often complemented by other forms of campaigning and advertising. MPs can be thrust into the limelight during pre-election periods and some have feared for their safety. In an article published by The Guardian (2024), Lisa Nandy confirmed that she carried a police alarm as she feared for her safety.  

Now in the modern form of canvassing, with the assistance of social media platforms and television appearance. Canvassing has now expanded beyond the reach of physical door-to-door or meeting with potentials voters at public places such as church halls, schools, hospitals.
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