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Fast Fashion V Noviwear
Novi Wear is a handmade clothing, ethical and eco-friendly small Pembrokeshire run business, the founder of this business a university graduate Megan. Every item Novi wear is made to order and wherever is possible Megan uses as many recycled fibres in the clothing as possible, in bid to help the environment. (Noviwear 2019) Novi wear was started in 2019 and has continued to strive on social media and sales since the opening day. In relation to social medias, have gained over 500 followers on Facebook (Noviwear Facebook 2019) and Instagram. (Noviwear Instagram 2019) Noviwear have an online shop where people can purchase, tops, knitwear, gymwear and swimwear. [image: ]





In relation to why Megan has started Noviwear is because she lives in Pembrokeshire, which is surrounded by so many beautiful beaches where you can go for a swim, run across whenever they liked. This is what inspired Megan to start her own business. But, this is also what inspired Megan to start producing gym wear and swim wear this is so Pembrokeshire people can then wear Noviwear when they are swimming and running around Pembrokeshire. (Noviwear 2019)
Noviwear is a unique name, it comes from the Welsh word ‘Nofio’ this means to swim in Welsh. ‘I’m proud of my Welsh heritage and after playing about with loads of names, Novi just stuck.’  (Megan Thomas, founder, Noviwear interview 05/12/2019)
Noviwear not only hasn’t got a lot of waste because Megan makes everything when the orders come in, so they will be a little slow on the orders going out but, for her high quality eco friendly sustainable products it’s sure worth the wait. 
Sustainability is the study of how the natural systems function remain diverse and produce everything it needs for the ecology to remain in balance. In environmental science terms is the quality of not to be harmful to the environment or the natural resources which the environment supply the earth, this way there will be a ecological balance. (dictionary.com 2019) 
In the fashion industry, it is one of the most fastest growing and the most waste producing industry. With fashion being one of the world’s largest and most resource intensive industries and the industry to have the most connections with the environment. (Monchi 2018) It is so important that we make sure that all of our clothes aren’t just quick fashion but in fact they are long-wearing and not just a 2- [image: Graphic: Numbers on our consumption of fashion]week trend item. This is how Noviwear is different to another high street brand such as New Look, and Primark. These high street brands bulk make the new trends and no matter whether they sell or not, they will be on sale a few weeks and this a non-sustainable never-ending cycle. But, with Noviwear this is not the case Megan makes every order when it comes in. She doesn’t have the running costs of a shop, and this means she is helping the environment by cutting down on the carbon emissions. I think personally more smaller companies need to take on a more online approach to selling as this way they will be able to cut down their running costs, but also become more sustainable in the long run because it means there will be less fast fashion and this will lead on to having a lot less wasted materials. 
In a conference between high street brands and the MP’s they are trying to justify why it is ok for a business such as Primark to sell a t-shirt for as little of £2. This is something which means that they can somehow manage to pay for the warehouses, labour, travel for the products to stores and then the labour for the store assistants. But with Primark never actually doing advertisement they had a net worth of £150m in 2018. But their customers still don’t look into why they can get that shirt for £2 or even less. (BBC News – 27 November 2018)
Can the fashion industry become more sustainable? London College of Fashion academic’s director of the College wants to have governments support and to put the correct legislation in place to help make fashion a more sustainable and safer place for the environment and also the customers. (BBC News – 27th November 2018)
When I spoke to Megan Thomas, I found out that this is something she equally felt passionate about, and this was how ‘fast fashion is getting out of control and how it is time to calm down the trends, remember clothes can mildly change in seasons and also remembering to shop local, or at least check where the clothes are being made. Also, I think that it is important for celebrity influencers to tone down the trends and do more for second homing their clothing’ – (Megan Thomas Interview, 2019)
[image: Millie Mackintosh]This leads me onto how ‘Former Made in Chelsea star Millie Mackintosh gave items to a pop up “slow fashion” store in east London.’ 
Millie has been working closely with Phoebe English to be able to stop fast fashion, they have come up with an idea and they are in the conversations of launching a hire an outfit, so not everyone has to pay hundreds of pounds for a certain outfit but, they can then go to this shop rent it out and then this will stop this item of clothing from sitting in someone’s wardrobe for years and eventually ending up in Landfill. Us brits are spending 400% more of clothing and fashion than we were 100 years ago. – (BBC News – 2018)
The response and the reviews which Noviwear have received have been amazing. Everyone who has reviewed the products are rating them 5* reviews and telling Megan to explore more! Earlier on the report we discussed how Megan felt in regard to trends, and seasons. This is clear on her website as she offers a wide range to her customers and viewers to the sites and social media pages. 
Megan offers, t-shirt’s with endangered animals on them this is trying to spark a conversation on this worldwide problem as well as sustainability problems. All of Megan’s T-shirts are unisex, but they are available in cropped or full length. This is a unique selling point for Noviwear as not many brands offer both. Noviwear also offer cropped knitted vest ideal for summer! To be able to work with the beaches in Pembrokeshire Noviwear offers bikinis, swimsuits and rash vests for men. A lot of the bikinis are once again reversable, so you get a lot of swimwear for your money this is also saving a lot less waste going to landfill. For the wintertime Noviwear offer hats, with or without faux fur pom pom’s, they offer gloves and also scarfs. This is all knitted with 100% wool, so this is so sustainable for the world. Then the last segment of the shop section is the gymwear, with all the beautiful beaches in Pembrokeshire. Megan wanted to ‘Bring a bit of colour to exercise and encourage people to go outside and run in Noviwear!’ – (Megan Thomas, Founder Noviwear interview 2019) Megan and her friend Hannah are the models for all of the Noviwear fashion and they are all professionally taken to try their best to show Noviwear Clients close as to what the final product will look like when it arrives at their door.
Noviwear is one of the most sustainable and eco-friendly businesses in Pembrokeshire and I truly think more business should strive to be as strong minded as Megan as she is trying her best to fight against Fast Fashion. This way, a small step in the right direction is better than no steps towards a greener planet and a more promising future. 
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