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During the session, you will explore the process of screen printing using flock and foils to add the finishing touch to your fabrics. These processes are often referred to as finishes and adhere to all fabrics/ fibres after fixation through heat.  Flock printing can be a great way to add texture to your prints whilst textile foils will give a reflective highly metallic effect to your substrates.  

Flock Print: Is usually opaque and will give a textured look to your prints.  It has a slightly raised pile and feels soft and luxurious to the touch.
Foil Print: Is opaque and will give a metallic look to your prints.  It has a highly reflective surface and will change the handle and feel of your fabric depending on the proportion of foil to fabric (ratio) that you use.  

Generally, this method of finishing will cover any dyed or printed background colour that has already been applied to the cloth.  Interesting effects can be achieved with clear foil when used over printed colour, creating a gloss effect.  

Task:
To explore the method of flock and foil printing onto cloth and paper.
You should explore the processes on un-printed cloth and paper before you try a sample over a print, this way you can test the process first.
 
During the session, you will learn how to:
Screen print cleanly and set out fabrics for printing on the print tables
Print onto appropriate cloth/ fibre for the process 
Finish/ fix the print to the cloth
And learn about the suitability of process 

N.B. 
To fix your flock and foil print you will need to heatpress the dried print at 150˚c-170˚c for 20 seconds.  Wait for the foil and flock to cool before peeling the backing away (cold peel)

Foil is applied metallic colour side up
Flock is applied colour side down

You may find that these processes work better to highlight specific areas of your print or detail.  Perhaps you want to create an opulent feel to your design, in this instance you may feel that more is better.  Try different effects and designs to find what works best with the design and colour scheme of your collection of prints.  Be creative with your approach and expect the unexpected.

Needed for next week:
Magic tape/ scotch tape/ invisible tape
Double sided tape
Rotary cutter/ scalpel
Metal ruler
Pencil
Cutting mat




