Feminist Theory 
Overview
· Feminism is the theory of gender equality, which underlies the movement of women for liberation.

· Feminist theory is a part of the critical theory, it criticizes the exaggerated role of sexuality in the life of women and the justification of male aggressiveness as organically inherent in the male type of sexuality

· At the beginning of its existence, the feminist theory used psychoanalysis to find the answer to the question of the causes of gender inequality in society

· Many writers dealt with the topic of gender discrimination and analysed it.
· Feminism criticized discrimination against women, which manifests itself in almost all areas of human life and especially in literature
· Literature throughout history has predominantly been written by men.
Femininity as a social construct
According to the modern theory of feminism, femininity and masculinity are social constructs. Femininity is the characteristics associated with female gender or the characteristic forms of behavior expected from a woman in a given society. Traditionally, femininity was considered a biological condition and attributes such as passivity, gentleness, maternal instincts and emotionality. However, the theory of feminism describes femininity as a socially constructed concept for discrimination against other manifestations of the character of women.
Sexuality in the Reading of Shakespeare by Jacqueline Rose

Described the sexuality and gender discrimination of the play Hamlet. It examines the psychoanalytic and literary-critical association of lack with femininity. ‘In this essay, rather than apply psychoanalysis to literature as if psychoanalysis were a method to be mapped onto the literary text, I will try to show how psychoanalytic and literary criticism share with the literature they address a terrain of language, fantasy and sexuality – a terrain in which the woman occupies a crucial, but difficult, place. In both these plays, the central woman character finds herself accused – Gertrude in Hamlet of too much sexuality, Isabella in Measure for Measure of not enough. In both cases, the same notion of excess or deficiency has appeared in the critical commentaries on the plays.’ JR, 95.
Discrimination against women in Hamlet
· The works of William Shakespeare have been said to have a serious discriminating basis against women

· Shakespeare positions men as the most important members of society

· Shakespeare ceases to pay attention to women’s desires, feelings or aspirations in Hamlet.

· Only two female characters in Hamlet; Ophelia and Gertrude.

· Ophelia is discriminated against by both Laertes and Hamlet.

· Laertes brings about the idea that a woman is some sort of goods that can be spoiled.

· Both women in the play are controlled by men.

· Gertrude has a desire for power even though women at the time were meant to be a submissive companion for a man. Unnatural desire for power. Revolutionary for the time
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