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Introduction
The following essay will highlight the need for the reformation of homicide laws in England and Wales. In that context, the present law that governs the prevalence of homicide in Wales, as well as England, will be discussed in the essay. Some of the relevant issues of the current homicide law like conflicts in discussions regarding the intent for murder and fractional defence to murder will be described elaborately. Along with that, the intensity of manslaughter in England and Wales will be discussed in the essay. The acceptance of certain proposals for reform of homicide laws by the UK government that have been put forward by the Law Commission and other agencies will also be highlighted. Further, the essay will also present various arguments related to the reformation required for homicide laws.  

Discussion
The Offences Against the Person Act 1861 serves as the foundation for the present homicide laws in England and Wales though it has been amended and expanded by subsequent legislation and judicial rulings. The Offences Against the Person Act of 1861 is an English statute that specifies a number of offences against people, such as assault, severe bodily harm, and illegal killing (Legislation.gov.uk, 2023). An important component of English and Welsh criminal law, it lays out the fines and legal requirements associated with these crimes. Murder and manslaughter are the two basic types of homicide, which are defined as the act of intentionally causing the death of another person. The most serious type of homicide is murder which is defined as the deliberate killing of another person with the essential intent to bring about death or great bodily harm (CPS, 2022). Contrarily, manslaughter refers to unlawful killings that do not qualify as murder due to extenuating circumstances or a lack of hatred. Manslaughter can be further broken down into two types-voluntary manslaughters, which happens when the offender intends to kill or cause serious harm yet acts in a careless or impulsive manner. The other type is involuntary manslaughter which describes situations in which the offender lacks the necessary intent however is still accountable for the death due to dreadful negligence or an illegal act (Todd, et al., 2019). The laws governing homicide in England and Wales are intricate and continually changing, with judicial rulings and new discoveries in legal theory influencing how the laws are interpreted and applied. 
There lie certain underlying issues of the homicide laws that are currently present in Wales and England. There are partial defences to murder in the framework of homicide law in England and Wales that might downgrade a charge of murder to a lesser offence. These defences admit that although the defendant was the one who actually killed the victim, there may have been mitigating factors that reduced their guilt (Negligence, 2021). Diminished responsibility, provocative behaviour, and suicide pact are three prominent partial defences. If the defendant’s mental state seriously compromised their capacity to comprehend the nature of their actions or exercise restraint, then diminished liability is applicable (Crofts and Wake, 2021). The charge of murder could be dropped in exchange for a plea deal and reduced to voluntary manslaughter. Provocation happens when the defendant responds in a way that would make a reasonable person lose control, such as when the provocation is rapid and extreme. The charge of murder may be changed to voluntary manslaughter if there is evidence of provocation. When two or more people decide to take their own life together, a suicide pact defence may be used (Clough, 2023). The allegation of murder may be changed to manslaughter if the defendant can show that they were a true participant in a suicide pact and truly intended to die. With the help of these limited defences, homicide laws can be applied more fairly while taking into account unique situations. The controversy over what constitutes murderous intent in English and Welsh homicide law centres on the idea of men’s rea, or the guilty mind. Traditionally, intent has been divided into two categories- direct intent and indirect intent. Oblique intent is when the defendant knows there is a strong chance of inflicting serious harm or death yet nonetheless commits the conduct despite knowing it (Edwards and Douglas, 2021). Direct intent is when there is a conscious objective or purpose to cause death. This distinction has drawn criticism for being difficult to understand and vague which results in inconsistent assessments of purpose. Some contend that the law ought to take a simpler, more direct approach, concentrating on the defendant’s subjective state of mind and whether they intended to damage or kill, regardless of any foresight. In murder cases, striking a balance between the demands of justice and proportionality and the requirement for uniformity and clarity in the law is what has led to the dispute (Eastman and Grubin, 2020). Although this problem has been addressed by a number of legal changes and judicial rulings, the argument over the level of intent necessary for murder is still a growing controversial issue in England and Wales. Manslaughter is a broad term that refers to a variety of criminal killings under English and Welsh homicide law. It covers both involuntary manslaughter and voluntary manslaughter, which happens when someone unlawfully causes death without intending to do so (Wake, 2019). Voluntary manslaughter implies an intention to do serious injury but not necessarily to kill. Additional distinctions within these categories include gross negligence manslaughter and constructive manslaughter. Some contend that the broad definition of manslaughter in this legal framework makes it difficult to decide what counts and what sentences to impose, as well as potentially causing inconsistent ways to apply the law (Crofts and Wake, 2021). Critics assert that a more accurate classification system may improve the justice and clarity of homicide proceedings.
A consultation paper on changing England and Wales’ homicide laws was produced by the Law Commission in 2006. One of the main ideas was to create a new crime called ‘first-degree murder’ in place of the existing crime of ‘murder’ that would call for evidence of an intent to kill or do serious injury (Roper, 2022). It was proposed that there would be a mandatory life sentence for this new crime. Along with that, the Commission also proposed creating a new crime known as ‘second-degree murder’ which would apply to situations in which there was an intention to hurt yet not necessarily to kill. Depending on the circumstances, courts could impose a life sentence for this crime. By identifying several degrees of responsibility, the suggestions sought to increase clarity and flexibility in punishment. The Commission also advocated doing away with the narrow defence of ‘provocation’ in favour of a more expansive defence of ‘loss of control’ (Tiarks and Oswald, 2021). This defence would address concerns about the current gender bias in the law by requiring that a reasonable person would have acted in the same manner given the facts. The goal of these proposals was to update and enhance the homicide laws in England and Wales. They also included recommendations to change the law on corporate manslaughter and help people who suffer as a result of infanticide.
Any alteration to the legislation affecting homicide must be measured as important since it contains the state's responsibility to preserve human life, which goes without saying.  Homicide corruptions are among the most thoughtful criminal faults under Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), magnificent severe penalties upon persuasion that harshly restrict an offender's freedom which led the government towards the reformation of the law (Smith, 2021). The Law Commission's determined effort to develop a new outline for homicide offences led to important changes in domestic law. In addition, altering the fractional defences and involvement laws, as well as replacing the usual murder or manslaughter partition for general homicide custodies with a three-tier construction, are all beneficial in this condition. The Law Commission also suggested changing three other features of the homicide law: provocation lessened responsibility, and involvement. Lack of self-control would no longer be essential due to which the improvement of the homicide laws of the nation is required. The enhanced partial defence of diminished accountability would be essential for a proven remedial condition-related weakening in mental effectiveness or, in the case of an offender under the age of 18, developmental irresponsibility (Dweba, 2022). Prominently, under the Law Commission's agenda, both partial ramparts would decrease first-degree homicide to second-degree killing as opposed to the current crop of murder to manslaughter. As a consequence, they would primarily be more partial than the incomplete defences that are previously accessible. The administration has definitely not moved through with deviations to the murder outline, at least for the time being. The Law Commission's endorsements on provocation and diminished guilt, which in its innovative form would have condensed murder to homicide, have been accepted in an amended form. The government also wants to alter the homicide law of involvement, although it does not need to receive the more widespread revisions to the law of involvement that were recommended in the Law Commission's Participating in Crime report from 2007 (Tyson, 2019). A public review on the topic of compassion killing and other Law Commission endorsements from the 2006 homicide statement, such as the impression that pressure should be made a defence to murder, has disastrously not yet been applied. 


Conclusion 
Undertaking a reformation of present criminal law is very much essential to enhance the legal structure of the nation. In this context, this essay has described the details of the homicide law that has been implemented by the government to reduce the percentage of murder and manslaughter. With respect to that some of the key issues of the law have also been devised in this report including partial defences to murder and its controversies. Perhaps the proposal regarding the reformation of the homicide law of the nation in the context of enhancing the credibility of the legal structure is another core aspect of this. Moreover, the details of the acceptance of the aspects of the reformation proposal have also been discussed in this essay in detail as well.
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