Within this reflective journal I am going to be reflecting on my time within my placement, and looking back on activities that I did with the children as well as activities that I observed. Within these reflections I will be touching on what I feel went well and also what I feel could have been changed and how I would change them for future activities. I will also be looking at inclusion and technology, and how my placement ensured that they are incorporated in the everyday life of the school.
I’m firstly going to be reflecting on inclusion, and how I have witnessed inclusion within the placement setting. Inclusion is stated to be “a process of change and improvement within schools so that all children can be valued equally, treated with respect and provided with real learning opportunities.” (Open University, 2018)
Within schools in Wales inclusion should be a big part of the schools ethos. It is a way for the children to be able to have access to opportunities that is relevant to their needs. This helps to ensure that the children have a sense of belonging to the school community, and can work and learn to their potential.
When looking at inclusion it “requires the active involvement of all concerned” (WAG, 2015). This means that all members of staff within the school need to ensure that the school environment is inclusive to all children. It is important that other pupils in the school recognise that they need to be inclusive to their peers. With this in mind, it is important that schools ensure they make any necessary adaptions. Schools need to ensure that they are responding to the needs of all learners.  This is backed up by the Welsh Assembly government, 2015, as they state that it is important to have an “inclusive curriculum and measures to improve the awareness of teaching and other staff of inclusive learning and equality issues.” This shows that by making the curriculum inclusive, it is also helping the staff members to be inclusive towards the children, so it is giving them the option to create lessons to fit around all the pupils and their needs. This could include differentiating activities in terms of need and targeting their strengths not focussing on their weaknesses. 
When looking at inclusion it is important to remember that no child is ever the same and that they all have their differences. The difference that a practitioner could face can be respecting a pupil through gender or ensuring that children that come from an English additional language (EAL) background e.g. refugees, are treated the same and have the same rights as the other children. These children need to be given the opportunity to be made aware of their rights in the school; as part of article twenty-two of the united nations convention of the rights of the child, 1989 it states that “in your new country you have the right to be protected.  You should have the same rights as other all children in your  new country.” Although it is not only the children’s school to ensure that they are receiving their rights, they can help to make the child aware of how they should be being treated and also to learn that their ideas and thoughts matter. Although refugee children may have a very different lifestyle to what is considered normal. It is important that these children are made to feel included and made to feel a part of the school.    
From undertaking some time within a placement it is clear that inclusion is a big part of the school environment. This is clear from what I have witnessed within my time in the setting that the school work to make sure that all children are made to feel included.  This is done by the school recognising that not every child is the same and they may come from different backgrounds and ways of living.  I have witnessed this as within the policies of the school it states “It is important that all children are treated fairly, achieve their full potential and have an opportunity to learn effectively without interference or disruption.” (School Policy, 2019). When on placement I made sure that I made all children feel accepted within the setting, that no children were unable to participate in any activity, and that all activities were adapted met all the needs of children. 
During my placement I worked with a small group of children in Year One on letter formation. The group of children included a child with additional learning needs and a child with hypermobility.
I felt that this was a great activity and experience to engage all pupil’s in writing. Pupil’s had a varying degree of ability with one child mark making but in the correct direction (left to right), and another child was starting to form most letters correctly with support.
I felt that during this activity the resources I used went well as it ensured all pupils could access the lesson. I provided a writing guide for one child who was working with independence. This worked for this child as they could practise letters at their own speed. I realised during the activity the child with hypermobility was struggling with their pencil grip so I then provided them with a pencil grip to use. “Using chunky pens may help with grip” (NHS, 2014) this is clear as once the grip was applied to the pencil, the letters clearly improved after this. 
Although this was a great activity it could be improved if I knew the children a bit better as I would have ensured that I had all resources ready for them before the lesson; this would have saved time. I also feel that I might have got better presentation and concentration if I worked with the children for shorter sharper stints, possibly calling them in groups of two or three.
I will ensure that I have resources to aid writing close to hand at all times. This way I know that the lesson will be accessible to all. I will also ensure that I use a quiet area so the pupils remain focussed for longer.
I felt the length of time I worked with the children really impacted the work towards the end. This was disappointing as I feel the work was stronger in the beginning.
When carrying out this activity again I will ensure I take the children in smaller groups for shorter stints to ensure concentration is kept to a high standard. I will also try and make the lessons fun and interactive for these children to keep them engaged.
I will continue to use resources in all lessons I help as I find that they are a great way to help pupils’ learning. This lesson has taught me to always try and push pupils to achieve their best outcome.  
From completing this activity with the children I feel like I made sure all the children felt included as no child was made to feel like they were going to be unable to complete the work. 
When on my placement I came in to contact with a child that speaks English as a second language and find it difficult to have a conversation. Within the school I observed it states in their policies that “All children should have access to all aspects of the Curriculum.” (School Policy, 2019) it is clear that the school aimed to do this by bringing in a one to one to work with the children that can translate what is being said as well as someone to work alongside them to help teach them English. This was seen by the child having the instructions to maths activities explained to them in English and then in their first language to make sure that they full understand the task.
When on placement I worked one to one with a child that is learning the English language. In an activity we used flashcards to help with the pronunciation of letters as well as words. 
I felt like this activity was great for this child and helped to engage them with learning their letters. This activity  was encouraging for the child to be learning their alphabet and also learning new words. This is starting to help them with developing the simple conversations. 
I felt during the activity what went well was the flashcard that were used. It worked for this child as they were engaged in the activity. This is because they were trying to say all the letters independently, although, they did need support with most of the letters. I realised when doing this activity the pupil struggles to recognise some of the letter but knew how to say them, this is thought to be because “Some letter sounds are easier for children than others” (Treiman.R,2019). 
Although I felt it was a great activity I do also feel I could have improved it. If I had known the child better I would have broken the card up, separating the cards that the child knew the sound of but not the letter in to one pile, and the cards that the child did not know in another. This would hopefully help the child to become familiar with their alphabet and also save time as the child seems to already have familiarity of some sounds. I also feel like if I was to work with the child for 10 minutes at a time at different parts of the day, they may start to pick up their letters quicker as working with the pupil for thirty minutes can cause them to lose concentration. 
When doing this activity I felt the length of time had impacted on the child’s ability to remember their sounds, as towards the end they stared to struggle to pronounce their sounds, and the sounds they did know they were getting mixed up. I also felt that the child was worried that they were missing out, as the other children were doing maths activities that they could have also benefited from. 
If I was to do this activity again with this child I will ensure to take the child for ten minute time slots throughout the school day, to ensure we keep concentration. This will also prevent the child from missing out on a whole session. I will also try and attempt to make the lesson more enjoyable for the child, as it can become intense. I would also split the flash cards in to piles, and try and get the child to start recognising their sounds to the letters.   
I will continue to use the same flashcards, as I found they were a great help and that the child is also familiar with them. This lesson has taught me that I sometimes need to make slight changes to how I do activities to help the child develop. 
When I was on placement as well as taking part in activities I also observed them. One activity I observed was a group of mixed-ability children in the role play area which was a shop. 
I felt this activity was great as all the children seemed to be enjoying and all the children were engaged in the area. As the children varied in their abilities it is clear that some children were more confident in playing the role of the shop keeper than others. Although there were children who were able to give the correct change on low amounts of money. 
I felt from observing this activity what went well was that the children were able to work independently and become familiar with money, and familiar with identifying the different values in amounts. For example, knowing that five pound is more than five pence. I felt this activity was good as the children were able to use this activity to develop in their own time, as they could choose whether to be the shop keeper or the shopper. I also felt that this activity went well as it is encouraging children develop their language skills and also increase their imagination. “Talking and listening skills developed through dramatic play form the narratives which are the basis of reading and writing.” (Crosby, D. unknown date)    
Although I thought this was a great activity to observe, I also think that this activity could have been adapted to push the children further in their development. If the teacher had placed activities within the area, such as coin matching activities or tasks to encourage children to spend a certain amount. 
I also think that the children could have been encouraged to use more basic mathematical terminology, for example, saying how much something is when they pick it up.
If I was to do this activity, I would, again, place activities with in the areas to encourage the children to further their development. I would make sure that the activities were suitable for all abilities. This is so all children would be able to take part. I would also try and encourage the children to use their mathematical terminology, even if its just saying how much money they have.   
If I was to do this activity I would try and keep an element of the free-play in the role play area, but encourage the children to further their knowledge. I would also keep the role play area as a shop as I feel it is a good and enjoyable way for the children to be learning maths.
Within the placement I attended it is clear that technology and learning with technology is promoted highly within their lessons. This is done throughout all years within the school and not only in one class. This is clear as in the school policy it states that “ICT is incorporated in the planning of each subject scheme of work” (School Policy, 2014). This shows that the school believe that within all subjects that are taught at least one activity should be ICT based. This could be using an interactive whiteboard, computers, iPads or tablets etc. “Be it independently or as part of a group, ICT allows your students to explore, observe, engage, solve problems and make exciting discoveries for themselves.” (Aston, J. 2016) 
Within my placement they encouraged all the children to use the technology that was available to them. I worked with a group of mixed-ability year two pupils. For the activity the children had to research and find facts out about deciding their favourite television program. To keep up the encouragement the children were encouraged to come up with their own questions and research them independently. 
I felt this was an excellent way to complete this task as the children were unlikely to find anything about their television programmes in the school library. I also felt that it was a great way to introduce the children in to new ways of researching, for example, the children were able to see how their favourite program is made through a video format. 
During this activity I felt what went well was the children reacted well to using technology to be able to research. I also think that the children enjoyed having independence to be able to choose what they wished to research from the category given. As well as this, the children were also encouraged to come up with questions of what they wanted to find out regarding the category. I realised during this activity that two children were struggling with their spelling and because of this it was taking them longer to find their answers.   
Although I felt that this activity was good for the children I do also feel that there were aspects which I could improve it. For the children that were struggling with their spelling, I would have provided them with a word bank with words that they are likely to use to help them. This is so they still feel as though there is an element of independent work going on. Also by introducing a word bank, it could have saved time on the research as the children could have possibly found their answers quicker.  I also felt that some children had more experience of using technology more than others, this also meant that some children took longer at the activity than others.   
As some children took longer than others I did feel for the children that did take longer, the length of time did impact the concentration and also their research results as you could tell which answers they took their time with and which ones they rushed. 
From doing this activity I have learned that it is possible that not all children have the access to the same technology in their own time. This means some children may be better than others. This activity has also taught me that the children love working independently as much as they can and I feel this lesson has taught me to encourage independent learning where possible. 
Within my placement I also took an activity which involved the children drawing an animal. This was done with a mixed-ability group, where the children could choose what they wanted to draw and in what colour. Children were also told to say what was going on in their drawing. 
I felt this activity was great and exciting for the pupils as they all seemed to want to have a turn. As there were mixed-ability children, some struggled with their spelling and need extra support. Although, most children found this task okay.
During this activity I felt what went well was the children all enjoyed drawing their favourite animal. The children also seemed to enjoy the independence that they got from the activity as they were allowed to do it freely. I also feel like the children were developing new skills that they may not pick up in day to day life. As some children during the activity were struggling with the spelling  they did take longer than others.   
Even though this was an activity that the children enjoyed, I feel the children could have been encouraged to use more literacy as some children only wrote a sentence. As this activity was done with a mixed-ability group the children that struggle with spelling could be given a word bank to help with their basic spelling so they are able to improve. The children could have also been encouraged to ask for support.   
If I was to this activity again I would ensure I had a word bank to hand to encourage the children to try and spell on their own. I would also encourage the children to ask for support if they are really in need of support. I would also try having the children to complete this task in groups based on their ability as it could help to encourage the children of a higher ability to write more. 
I felt the children that struggle with spelling struggled to complete the work effecting their outcome overall. This was because by the end of the activity the children were becoming fed up and the children want to go and complete different activities.
This activity has taught me that not all activities can be done in mixed groups. Some activities are easier to complete when they are done in their abilities.
I also observed ICT activity as well as taking the activities. One ICT activity that I observed was a literacy game where the children tapped the corrected letter that is said. This was done with children of the same ability.
From what I observed I felt this activity was great for children that have an understanding of their sounds and their letters, but can still get confused now and again. As the pupils did this activity in their groups according to their ability, I felt that all children were able to participate in the game at the same pace. I also felt that this activity was mostly aimed for children at a moderate ability. 
From the observation I made of this activity I feel that what went well in this activity was children were able to develop their literacy skills as well as their ICT skills. The children were also able to develop in their group work, working together to be able to find the letters they need. I also felt this activity encouraged the children to work independently from adults to complete the task in their groups. 
Although I did think this activity was great for the children I do feel as though it could improve. I feel that the game was only suitable for certain children, as the lower ability struggled to recognise their sounds and the higher ability found this activity too easy.  I think that if this activity had had a range of ability then the children would have kept their concentration longer and stayed on task longer. I also think this task could have improved if it was done in smaller groups of maybe two or three children at a time, as there were a lot of children around the activity at once it could have affected the opportunity the children had to participate.   
If I was to do this activity I would ensure that the game was suitable for all abilities, as I did feel like the children attention spans were effected. I would also make sure that this task is completed in small groups to ensure that all children have an equal opportunity. I will continue to use the same resources although with a slight change to ensure that there is equal opportunities. From observing this lesson it has taught me, that it is important to ensure that all activities are able to suit all learning abilities as this can affect the attention given to the activity. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall it is clear that my placement encourages inclusion throughout the school as well as in the lessons. It is clear that when teachers are delivering lessons they need to ensure that all children are able to be included and that no one is left out or made to feel as though they are not part of the school. It is also clear that technology is also encouraged throughout the school and should be included within all lessons. It is also clear from my reflections that to ensure that all my activities worked effectively with the children that I should have asked the class teacher beforehand if I need to give any of the pupils I’m working with extra support. It is also clear that when I do activities in the future that I ensure that the length of time is suitable, as if the activity is too long it was clear that the children struggled to stay on task. From this reflection it is also clear that when completing activities that I considered the groups as after reflecting on activities it is clear that some activities would have possibly worked better with children of a similar ability. Finally it is clear from the activities that I undertook with the children and though that I observed, helped to develop me as a practitioner, and helped to improve the way I will take lessons in the future.    
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