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Introduction to the module
Welcome to HPHI4903 Pathways to Evil: Genocide – History, Theory and Denial. The module aims to give you a conceptual and theoretical introduction to the study of genocide. We’ll be exploring definitions of genocide, as well as how these have emerged and shifted. We’ll then move on to a selection of case studies week-by-week, drawing on examples from Europe, Africa, and Asia. We’ll be thinking about what leads to genocide, what drives ordinary people to commit it, and drawing out themes across the course like race, gender, totalitarianism, and the legacies of imperialism. We’ll also examine the issues of genocide remembrance and denial, and explore why commemorating past crimes is important for present-day societies.
The Moodle page for the module contains all of the information you’ll need for our classes. There you’ll find dates of classes, reading lists, asynchronous tasks, and information about assessment. We’ll meet weekly online on Teams over the course of ten weeks, in a two-hour slot. The lecture part of our sessions will be recorded and will be available for you to review shortly after the class. There will also be an asynchronous exercise for you to do each week, which will help you to prepare for assignments. I’ll provide formative feedback on those tasks. I’ll also be very happy to discuss the material outside of class, either by email or by setting up a meeting at a mutually convenient time.
Don’t be shy to ask questions if there’s something that doesn’t quite make sense, or if you want to know more. I might not always know the answer, but we can find out collaboratively! I actively encourage you to ask questions. Don’t be afraid to have a go at answering questions. I recognise that some of the subjects discussed during the module will be unfamiliar to some of you. Remember you’re encouraged to think and explore, and there are rarely right or wrong answers.
Content note
As you might expect on a module relating to genocide, the material we will cover this semester will cover challenging material that could be potentially distressing. Topics covered will include violence (including sexual and racist violence), murder, sexual assault, racism, homophobia and transphobia. If there is anything that concerns you in the course outline, please do not hesitate to contact me. You will not need to discuss why you do not wish to engage with particular topics, we can simply discuss how you might meet the learning objectives of the module.
I am committed to ensuring that our work together this semester occurs in a safe space for discussing difficult topics. This isn’t about limiting critical engagement, but rather ensuring that everyone feels respected and safe. I ask that we all treat each other carefully.
There will be scheduled breaks in classes, but you’re welcome to leave the Teams call if you need to take care of yourself – no questions will be asked if you need to do this, and you’re very welcome to rejoin the class when you feel able.
Local and national support resources are available – these are linked here:
· Wellbeing Support | University of Wales Trinity Saint David (uwtsd.ac.uk)
· Domestic abuse | GOV.WALES
· New Pathways Rape crisis and sexual abuse support services.
Help and advice
If you have any queries about the module, please do not hesitate to ask for help. The best way to reach me is always by email: r.keyse@uwtsd.ac.uk)
Aims
This module aims to encourage students to acquire a broad knowledge of the nature of genocide, and the debates and interpretations surrounding the complex and sensitive subject of genocide and other violations of human rights. This should be achieved through an analysis of case studies and the historiographical debates surrounding the subject matter.
Learning outcomes
By the end of the module you should be able to:
· Demonstrate understanding of the different approaches applicable to Genocide Studies, including exploring what characteristics define violent acts against humanity as ‘genocide’.
· Demonstrate knowledge of examples of genocide and why these events have been described as acts of ‘genocide’.
· Discuss historiographical debates and intepretations surrounding genocide studies.


Class schedule
The class will take place on Microsoft Teams on Wednesdays, from 11am to 1pm. Links will be circulated prior to classes. The schedule is as follows:
	Date
	Lecture details
	Assignments due this week

	Wednesday 5 February 2025
	Lecture 1: Introduction to the module
	-

	Wednesday 12 February 2025
	Lecture 2: Defining genocide
	-

	Wednesday 19 February 2025
	Lecture 3: Genocide in Namibia: On the path to Auschwitz?
Assignment workshop
	-

	Wednesday 26 February 2025
	  Lecture 4: Plan or a gruesome   accident? Origins of the Holocaust 
	Portfolio part 1 due Sunday 2 March 2025 at 23:59 PM.

	Wednesday 5 March 2025
	Lecture 5: Ordinary killers? Holocaust perpetrators 
	-

	Wednesday 12 March 2025
	Lecture 6: Holocaust remembrance and denial 
	-

	Wednesday 19 March 2025
	Lecture 7: ‘Auto-genocide’ in Cambodia
Assignment workshop
	-

	SPRING VACATION
	No class
	Portfolio Part 2 due Sunday 6 April 2025 at 23:59 PM.

	Wednesday 9 April 2025
	Lecture 8: Darfur and South Sudan
	-

	Wednesday 16 April 2025
	Lecture 9: The fall of Yugoslavia and genocide in Bosnia
Assignment workshop
	-

	Wednesday 23 April 2025
	Lecture 10: Gender and genocide in Rwanda
	Essay due Sunday 27 April at 23:59 PM.



If for any reason you are unable to attend a class, please advise me by email, ideally well in advance. Absences without notice will be marked as unauthorised, and attendance records are submitted to the Faculty Office.
Preparing for class
You are expected to engage with the reading set for each class. Please be aware that the listed contact (in-class) hours are only a small amount of the time you are expected to be working on this module. This means reading, preparing for class, and working on your assignments. The set reading for each class is listed on Moodle. Please bring notes on your reading to class, focusing on the questions raised by what you’ve read, and the arguments set forth in the work, as you will be expected to draw upon your reading in class exercises.
 To expedite your reading, the material will be available in e-book format through the UWTSD library catalogue, or as online journal articles. I hope that you will find the set material stimulating. A fuller reading list is provided at the end of this handbook, to help you to research your assignments. The reading lists are not exhaustive and you are encouraged to research supplementary materials for your assignments.
Asssessment for this module
You’ll be focusing on one genocide as a case study for all this module’s assignments. Please choose from:
· The Herero Genocide
· The Holocaust
· The Cambodian Auto-Genocide
· The Bosnian Genocide
· The Rwandan Genocide
· Darfur
The assessment is split into two: 
· Portfolio (submitted in two parts, making up 50% of your final mark).
· Essay (50% of your mark).
Deadlines are:
· Portfolio part 1: Sunday 2 March 2025 at 23:59 PM.
· Portfolio part 2: Sunday 6 April 2025 at 23:59 PM.
· Essay: Sunday 27 April 2025 at 23:59 PM. 
All assessment is by written assignments submitted via Moodle, and grades will be returned on Moodle. When the marks are available, I will email you to inform you, and you will be able to read your feedback on Moodle. I aim to make the feedback constructive and helpful. It may comment on your understanding of the issues raised, the organisation of your work, or on how clearly you are expressing yourself, for example. Please do take the time to read the comments carefully and consider them. If anything is unclear, please do ask. With that in mind, you are very welcome to make an appointment with me to discuss your feedback. I’m here to help and want to support you to do the best you can.
2000-word Portfolio (50%)
Made up of two equal parts (25% each): a 1000-word literature review and a 1000-word primary source analysis.
Literature Review (1000 words)
For your chosen case study, identify 4 scholarly texts (these must be articles from peer-reviewed academic journals, chapters from edited collections, or monographs) Write 250 words about each of these texts, focusing on:
· The main argument of the text
· The strengths and weaknesses of the argument
· How it relates to the other literature you have read
· How it is useful for your understanding of your chosen case study.
You can choose texts from the reading list for your case study or research your own. You are welcome to contact me to check that the items you have chosen are suitable secondary sources. Your work should include references and a bibliography.
Questions your review might consider (you probably won’t have space for them all):
· Who is the author? When are they writing (in what social/historical context)? 
· What kind of work is it?
· What is the text about? What are the author’s main arguments?
· Does the author have a particular theoretical perspective?
· What sources is the text based upon?
· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the argument and approach?
· How does it relate to other things you have read on the topic? Does it contradict or support them?
· How is it useful for your own research?
Primary Source Analysis (1000 words)
For your chosen case study, choose one primary source and analyse it to answer the question “What does [your primary source] reveal about [your chosen case study]?”
I have provided a selection of primary source documents for each of the case studies we will examine during the course. You are welcome to select your own primary source as an alternative but we will need to discuss this to ensure it’s a viable and suitable source.
For this part of the portfolio, you should focus on what the primary source tells you, and keep references to the scholarship minimal. 
A primary source is a document from the period under examination. This could be (not an exhaustive list!): 
· A newspaper/magazine 
· Government sources 
· Propaganda e.g. posters, radio transcripts, film sources 
· Photographs 
· Survivor testimonies 
· Court transcripts 
· Legal judgements 

Questions you might want to consider in your analysis: 
· Background about the document itself e.g. who was the author/photographer/artist etc? What do you know about them? 
· When was it produced? What is the significance of the context? 
· Where did it appear? Who were the intended audience? Who might have had access to it? What kind of response might its audience have had? Did the author intend to provoke a particular response? How successful were they in doing so? 
· Analysis of the content: what are the key themes and ideas in the source? What kind of language or imagery is used? What does the source not address – what does it leave out? 
· Does it belong to a particular genre – e.g. diary, memoir, official report? What are the implications for interpreting it?
· What are the strengths and potential weaknesses of this kind of source material? Are there problems with using it as an historical source? 
· What does it tell us about the subject being studied? Do the insights from the source support or contradict historians’ conclusions about the subject?

Please present your work in continuous prose rather than as a list of bullet points. Your work should correctly reference the primary source you have chosen.
2000-word Essay (50%)
Your essay must focus on the same genocide case study (Namibia, the Holocaust, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, Darfur) that you covered in your portfolio. 

Choose a different primary source (either one provided by the tutor or one you have chosen yourself which has been verified as appropriate by the tutor). 

Answer the question: “What does [chosen primary source] tell us about [chosen genocide case study]?

For this assignment, you’re bringing together your literature and primary source analysis skills. You will need to contextualise the primary source within the secondary literature (scholarly sources), aiming to enter a conversation with other authors writing about this genocide. 

You will need to 
· Establish the state of the field (literature review) 
· Analyse your primary source 
· Explain how your interpretation relates to the existing literature – does it support/contradict/nuance scholarly consensus?

Your essay should have references and a bibliography.
Guidance for essays:
An excellent essay will be strong in the following areas:
Context, knowledge and coverage of the material: The essay will contain arguments based on specific examples from your reading. It will demonstrate a good understanding of all the issues and good coverage of the relevant material. It will demonstrate that you have researched the topic in adequate depth and drawn upon appropriate academic sources.
Structure and argument: Your essay should be clearly structured and argued. This will include a clearly stated thesis statement in the introduction. This statement of the argument will then be systematically developed throughout the essay, with use of evidence to support your analysis, and summarised in a concluding paragraph.
Critical technique: Your essay will show an awareness of the historiography, and how scholars have debated your topic. It will also demonstrate an awareness of the problems and biases of particular source materials.
Analysis: Your essay will not simply explain events, nor restate the evidence and argument from other texts, but rather will appraise the validity of the evidence and closely analyse the topic or question under consideration.
Originality: It will display original ideas and be thought-provoking – you are encouraged to express your own position on a debate, supporting it with evidence.
Style and presentation: Your work will have a good standard of grammar and syntax. It will preferably use the active voice, and will avoid contractions and informal language. All references will be correctly cited according to either MHRA or Harvard style.
Approaching essay questions:
· Unpack the question: make sure you’re answering every clause or aspect of the question?
· Think behind the question: why is it being asked? What larger themes does it address?
· Think about the evidence you are using: what are its strengths and weaknesses?
Please check the relevant assessment criteria:
Assessment Criteria
Referencing
For this module, you may use either MHRA or Harvard referencing styles. It is important that you reference properly and accurately, and I recommend that you refer carefully to the referencing handbook for your chosen style when you’re proofreading your references before submitting. Referencing handbooks can be consulted on the UWTSD intranet here:
Referencing handbooks | UWTSD Intranet
Use of AI
For this module, the only permitted use of AI is for proofreading. You can use Generative AI to check your own text/creation for grammatical and syntactical mistakes, including rephrasing of your own work within specific standards. 
You are expected to keep drafts of your work, including notes, etc. before and after the use of any AI tool. You will be expected to produce these drafts and materials as necessary.
You must acknowledge any use of AI in a separate page at the beginning of your submission, following this format:
I acknowledge the use of [AI Tool] [(AI Tool url)] on [Date] to [Purpose my work]. 
I used the prompt(s): 
1. [Prompt] 
2. [Prompt] 
3. [Prompt]
 I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
For example:
I acknowledge the use of Grammarly (https://www.grammarly.com/) on 10 February 2024 to check my work using the prompt(s):
1. Please check the following text for readability, grammar and syntax.
 I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
If you have not used AI, you must also acknowledge this, using the following declaration:
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence
Seminar outlines
Session 1: Introduction to the module
This session will be a gentle introduction to the module. We'll talk about what we'll cover together in the sessions, as well as strategies for approaching the assignments. As you might expect, the module will cover some difficult material, and we'll talk about ways of looking after ourselves while studying this important but challenging topic.
In preparation for this class, please familiarise yourself with the contents of this handbook.
Session 2: What is genocide?
In this session, we'll be thinking about the concept of genocide, how it has been conceptualised and framed. 
Questions to consider:
· What is genocide?
· When was it defined?
· What separates ‘genocide’ from other forms of mass killing?
To prepare for class:
· Please read the short key reading and the primary source for the seminar. Please also read through the scholarly definitions document provided on Moodle.
· If you have time, you might want to explore some of the further reading listed below. Bring your notes to class – you will be expected to draw on your reading in class exercises. 
Key reading:
· Martha Minow, ‘Naming Horror: Legal and Political Words for Mass Atrocities’, Genocide Studies and Prevention 2:1 (2007).
Primary source:
· UN Genocide Convention 1948
Further reading:
· Anthony Court, ‘Do we need an alternative to the concept of genocide?’, Development Dialogue 50 (2008), 125-154.
· Adam Jones, Genocide: A Comprehensive Introduction (2nd. ed.)  (Abingdon, 2011), Chapter 1.
· Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan, ‘The Study of Mass Murder and Genocide’ in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan (eds.), The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective (Cambridge, 2003), pp. 3-26.
· Luke Glanville, ‘Is “Genocide” still a powerful word?’, Journal of Genocide Research 11:4 (2009).
· Ben Kiernan, ‘Twentieth-Century Genocides: Underlying Ideological Themes from Armenia to East Timor’ in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan (eds.), The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective (Cambridge, 2003) pp. 29-51.
· Mark Levene, ‘Why Is the Twentieth Century the Century of Genocide?’ Journal of World History, 11:2 (2000), 305-336.
· Thomas W. Simon, ‘Defining genocide’, Wisconsin International Law Journal 15:1 (1996), 243-256.
· Krista K. Thomason, ‘If Everything is Genocide, Nothing Is: Scepticism and the Concept of Genocide’, Journal of Genocide Research 20:3 (2018), 412-416.
Session 3: Genocide in Namibia: On the Path to Auschwitz?
This week we will focus on the genocide of the Herero and Nama people in German Southwest Africa (present-day Namibia), which occurred between 1904 and 1908 in the context of a Herero and Nama rebellion against German colonial rule. Between 24,000 and 100,000 Herero and 10,000 Nama were killed in the genocide, which was characterised by starvation and the use of concentration camps.
Questions to consider:
· What were the causes of the genocide against the Herero and Nama people?
· How was genocide carried out?
· Is it useful to link the genocide against the Herero and Nama people to the Holocaust? What do we gain and lose from this framing?
· What are the legacies of the genocide? How has it been remembered?
To prepare for class:
· Read the key reading.
· Complete the asynchronous task for assignment preparation: Pick the 4 texts you plan to use for your literature review. Write a reference and a bibliographical entry for each of them.
· Choose one survivor narrative in the linked primary source. What does it tell you about the genocide in Namibia?
· If you have time, you might want to explore some of the listed further reading, watch the BBC documentary Namibia: Genocide and the Second Reich (2005), or explore some of the other resources provided on Moodle.

Key reading:
· Jon Bridgman and Leslie J. Worley, ‘Genocide of the Hereros’ in Samuel Totten and William S. Parsons (eds.), Century of Genocide: Critical Essays and Eyewitness Accounts, (New York, 2009), pp. 14-42.
Primary source:
Report on the natives of South-west Africa and their treatment by Germany / prepared in the Administrator's Office, Windhuk, South-West Africa, January 1918. | Wellcome Collection
(See also Jeremy Silvester and Jan-Bart Gewald, Words Cannot Be Found: German Colonial Rule in Namibia: An Annotated Reprint of the 1918 Blue Book (Leiden, 2003), which contains a reprint of the above Report with some commentary).
Further reading:
· Isabel V. Hull, ‘Military Culture and the Production of “Final Solutions” in the Colonies: The Example of Wilhelminian Germany’ in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan (eds.), ‘ The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective (Cambridge, 2003), pp. 141-162.
· Birthe Kundrus, ‘From the Herero to the Holocaust? Some Remarks on the Current Debate’, Afrika Spectrum 40:2 (2005), pp.299-308, available open access here: KundrusLast.PDF (ssoar.info)
· Janne Lahti, ‘Südwester Reiter: Fear, Belonging, and Settler Colonial Violence in Namibia’, Journal of Genocide Research 24:4 (2022), 529-548.
· Benjamin Madley, ‘From Africa to Auschwitz: How German South West Africa Incubated Ideas and Methods Adopted and Developed by the Nazis in Eastern Europe’, European History Quarterly, 35:3 (2005), 429-464.
· Dominik J. Schaller, ‘“Every Herero Will Be Shot”: Genocide, Concentration Camps and Slave Labour in German South-West Africa” in René Lemarchand (ed.), Forgotten Genocides: Oblivion, Denial, and Memory (Philadelphia, 2011), pp. 37-50.
Session 4: Plan or a Gruesome Accident? Origins of the Holocaust
The Holocaust, perpetrated under Hitler’s National Socialists, is one of the most-researched topics by historians. Yet, there are areas of contentious debate. The origins of the genocide is just one of those areas. We will examine these debates in this session.
Questions to consider:
· Was the Holocaust meticulously planned by Hitler years in advance? Or an unforeseen outcome of military planning?
To prepare for class:
· Read the key reading
· Read the primary source (Nuremberg Laws 1935) – this is available on Moodle.
· Complete the asynchronous task for assignment preparation: draft one paragraph of a literature review for one of your chosen texts.
· If you have time, you might want to explore some of the further reading, or the other resources available on Moodle.
Key reading:
· Christopher R. Browning, The Path to Genocide: Essays on Launching the Final Solution (Cambridge, 1992), Chapter 1.
Further reading:
· Robert Gellately, ‘The Third Reich, the Holocaust, and Visions of Serial Genocide’ in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan (eds.), The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective (Cambridge, 2003), pp. 241-263.
· John Connelly, ‘Nazis and Slavs: From Racial Theory to Racist Practice’, Central European History, 32:1 (1999), 1-33.
· Christian Gerlach, ‘The Wannsee Conference, the Fate of German Jews, and Hitler’s Decision in Principle to Exterminate All European Jews’, Journal of Modern History 7:4 (1998), 759-812.
· Timothy Snyder, ‘The Causes of the Holocaust’, Contemporary European History, 21:2 (2012), 149-168. 
· Tom Lawson, Debates on the Holocaust (Manchester, 2010), Chapter 4.
Session 5: Ordinary Killers? Holocaust Perpetrators
We will now turn from examining the mechanisms, ideologies, power structures and decision-making processes that underpin genocides, to the thorny issue of genocide perpetration. This class will examine the motivations of individual killers, exploring the question of what turns ordinary people into genocidal murderers?
Questions to consider:
· Why do we study perpetrators? Why is this potentially controversial?
· What makes ordinary people commit genocide?
To prepare for class:
· Read the key reading
· Complete the asynchronous task for assignment preparation: Pick a primary source. Share as much information about it as you can find. Who is the author? When was it created (during or after the event)? What is the format/material of the primary sources? Where is it stored/how did you access it? Was it edited/altered? Was it translated?
· If you have time, you might want to explore some of the further reading, or the other resources on Moodle.
Key reading:
Christopher R. Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland (New York, 1992).
Further reading:
Natalia Aleksiun, ‘On Humanizing Victims and Perpetrators of the Holocaust in Eastern Europe’, Journal of Genocide Research, 20:4 (2018).
Tom Lawson, Debates on the Holocaust (Manchester, 2010), Chapter 6.
Michael Mann, ‘Were the Perpetrators of Genocide “Ordinary Men” or “Real Nazis”? Results from Fifteen Hundred Biographies’, Holocaust and Genocide Studies 14:3 (2000), 331-366.
Ervin Staub, ‘The Psychology of Bystanders, Perpetrators, and Heroic Helpers’ in Jennifer Heath and Ashraf Zahedi (eds.), Book of the Disappeared: The Quest for Transnational Justice (Ann Arbor, 2023), pp. 306-326.
Session 6: Holocaust Remembrance and Denial
Dan Stone, one of the leading historians of the Holocaust, refers to it as an ‘unfinished history’. The legacies of the Holocaust have reverberated across Europe, and the world, since the end of the Second World War. This seminar will examine the uses of Holocaust memory and its political meanings. It will also examine the politics of genocide denial.
Questions to consider:
· Do we still (need to) remember the Holocaust today? 
· How has the memory of the Holocaust been maintained and used since the Second World War?
· Why do some people deny that the Holocaust happened? 
· What are the dangers of the misuses of history?
To prepare for class:
· Read both key readings.
· Watch the first 9 minutes of the clip from the Adolf Eichmann trial (on Moodle) and analyse it.
· If you have time, you might want to explore the further readings relating to your chosen case study, and/or the other resources on Moodle.
Key reading:
Rebecca Jinks, ‘Thinking comparatively about genocide memorialisation’, Journal of Genocide Research 16:4 (2014), 423-40.
I.W. Charny, ‘A classification of denials of the Holocaust and other genocides’. Journal of Genocide Research, 5:1 (2003), 11–34. 
Further reading:
General
Sarah Kenyon Lischer, ‘Narrating atrocity: Genocide memorials, dark tourism and the politics of memory’, Review of International Studies 45:5 (2019), 805-827.
Johanna Mannergren, Annika Bjorkdahl, Susanne Buckley-Zistel, Stefanie Kappler and Timothy Williams, Peace and the politics of memory (Manchester, 2024).
Namibia
David Bargueno, ‘Cash for Genocide? The Politics of Memory in the Herero Case for Reparations’, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 26:3 (2012), 394-424.
Fabian Krautwald, ‘Genocide and the politics of memory in the decolonisation of Namibia’, Journal of Southern African Studies 48:5 (2022), 805-823.
The Holocaust
Janek Gryta, ‘Generational Succession, Culture, and Politics: The Shaping of Euro-Atlantic Sites of Memory’, Memory Studies 13:6 (2019), 988-1003.
Michael Shermer and Alex Grobman (eds.), Denying History: Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened and Why Do They Say It? (University of California Press, 2009).
Cambodia
David Chandler, ‘Cambodia deals with its past: Collective memory, demonisation and induced amnesia’, Politics, religion and ideology 9:2 (2008), 355-369.
Timothy Williams, ‘Remembering and silencing complexity in post-genocide memorialisation: Cambodia’s Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum’, Memory Studies 15:1 (2022), 3-19.
Bosnia
Edina Becirevic, ‘The issue of genocidal intent and denial of genocide: A case study of Bosnia and Herzegovina’, East European Politics and Societies 24:4 (2010), 480-502.
Paul B. Miller, ‘Contested Memories: The Bosnian Genocide in Serb and Muslim Minds’, Journal of Genocide Research (2006), 8:3, 311-324.
Rwanda
Erin Jessee, ‘Commemorating Genocide in Rwanda’ in Guy Elcheroth and Neloufer de Mel (eds.), In the Shadow of Transitional Justice: Cross-national Perspectives on the Transformative Potential of Remembrance (Routledge, 2022), pp. 35-50.
Linda Melvern, ‘Moral equivalence: The story of genocide denial in Rwanda’, Journal of International Peacekeeping (2020).
Darfur
Jessica Auchter, ‘Theorising haunting and the international after genocide: The cases of Rwanda and Darfur’, Ethnicity Studies (2015), 36-56.
Lippman, Matthew. 2007. “Darfur: The Politics of Genocide Denial Syndrome.” Journal of Genocide Research 9 (2): 193–213. doi:10.1080/14623520701368594.
Session 7: ‘Auto-genocide’ in Cambodia
Violence in Cambodia, perpetrated by the Khmer Rouge regime under Pol Pot from 1975 to 1979, resulted in the deaths of 1.5 to 2 million people through forced labour, starvation, and torture.  Despite the large-scale killing, many genocide scholars believe that this period of Cambodian history do not qualify as a genocide under the UN Convention, given that most of the victims were members of the Khmer ethnic group. Some scholars have instead suggested the term 'auto-genocide'. We'll be re-examining definitions of genocide in the light of the Cambodian case and considering the issues it raises for international law. We'll also be thinking about issues of memory and justice after mass killing. 
Questions to consider
· Was the Cambodian violence a 'genocide'?
· Is 'auto-genocide' a useful concept? 
· What legal issues were raised by the Cambodian case?
To prepare for class:
· Please read the key reading.
· If you have time, you might want to watch the documentary Survive (2019), linked on Moodle, and/or explore the further reading list.
Key reading:
Ben Kiernan,  ‘The Cambodian Genocide 1975-1979’ in Samuel Totten and William S. Parsons (eds.), Century of Genocide: Critical Essays and Eyewitness Accounts, (New York, 2009).
Further reading:
Emilie A. Caspar, ‘Understanding individual motivations and desistance: Interviews with genocide perpetrators from Rwanda and Cambodia’, Journal of Perpetrator Research 6:2 (2024), 105-144.
Alexander Laban Hinton, ‘Why Did You Kill? The Cambodian Genocide and the Dark Side of Face and Honour’, Journal of Asian Studies 2:57 (1998), 93-122.
Ben Kiernan, ‘Myth, Nationalism and Genocide’, Journal of Genocide Research 3:2 (2001), 187-206.
Alexander Laban Hinton, ‘Genocide and the Politics of Memory in Cambodia’, in Alexander Laban Hinton, Thomas La Pointe and Douglas Irvin-Erickson (eds.), Hidden Genocides: Power, Knowledge, Memory (New Brunswick, 2014), pp. 149-169.
Session 8: Darfur and South Sudan
This session will include a guest lecture from Dr Ryan O’Byrne, a sociocultural anthropologist whose recent research has focused on mobility and resilience among South Sudanese refugees in northern Uganda.
To prepare for class:
· Please read the key reading
Key reading:
L. D. Manashaw, ‘Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing: Why the Distinction? A Discussion in the Context of Atrocities Occurring in Sudan’, California Western International Law Journal, 35:2 (2005), 303-332.
Session 9: The Fall of Yugoslavia and the Bosnian Genocide
The Bosnian genocide, which occured during the Bosnian War of 1992-1995, resulted in the deaths of between 25,000 and 33,000 Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims), Bosnian Croats, and other non-Serbs, as well as mass displacements and widespread genocidal sexual violence. We will investigate the reasons for the slow response of the international community to these mass killings, as well as exploring the concept of 'ethnic cleansing' in more depth.
Questions to consider:
· Why was the international community so slow to respond? 
· What eventually pushed the international community to intervene?
· How useful is the concept of 'ethnic cleansing' in this case?

To prepare for class:
· Please complete the key reading. 
· Complete the asynchronous task on Moodle.
· If you have time, you might want to watch the film We Are All Neighbours (1993) which is linked on Moodle, or explore the further reading.
Key reading:
Jacques Semelin, ‘Analysis of a Mass Crime: Ethnic Cleansing in the Former Yugoslavia, 1991-1999’, in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan (eds.), ‘ The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective (Cambridge, 2003), pp. 353-370.
Further reading
Tone Bringa, ‘Averted Gaze: Genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 1992-1995’, in Alexander Laban Hinton (ed.), Annihilating Difference: The Anthropology of Genocide (University of California Press, 2002), pp. 194-226.
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Session 10: Rwanda: Gender and Genocide
For our final week of study, we’ll be examining the Rwandan Genocide Against the Tutsi of 1994, which resulted in the deaths of up to one million people over just one hundred days while the international community largely looked on. For this week, we’ll focus on the causes of the genocide, before paying special attention to the role of gender in how the genocide played out, looking at the roles of women as victims, perpetrators, and peacemakers.
Questions to consider:
· What were the causes of the Rwandan genocide?
· What was the role of gender in how the genocide was carried out?
· What roles did women play in the genocide?


To prepare for class:
· Please read both key readings.
· Choose a section of the primary source to read.
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Primary source:
 Leave None to Tell the Story: Genocide in Rwanda | HRW
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Supplementary reading lists
Below are supplementary reading lists for each of our case studies. They are extensive, you are not expected to read them all! They are intended to act as a resource for when you’re researching your essay, to make it easier to find material. Equally, they are not exhaustive, and you are welcome to carry out your own research beyond these lists. 
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