In what way can touring theatre effect it’s audience in terms of addressing Social, Political and Cultural issues. Base your response on the piece of theatre you are creating. 

Touring theatre can provoke its audience too think about matters that might not usually cross their mind. The piece of theatre we are creating is aimed at five to seven-year olds, this has made it difficult to covey messages about environment without it being daunting for our young audience. We overcame this by selecting Celebrating Nature as our theme. This made it possible for us to give children the tools to start forming their own opinions without inflicting any personal views on them. Daria Lavinieko says Theatre in Education ‘can stimulate the spectator’s creativity and encourage discussion of a given topic, as well as be an active tool in social and political change.’ 1
We weave Social issues throughout the entirety of the piece. For example, in ‘The Wolves’ we show how animals can be accepting of one another despite not being the same. These messages are entwined into our piece through storytelling and narrative, this gives us the opportunity to plant seeds in the brains of our audience and allow them to start understanding that they are in control of their own judgment. In Ideology, Practice and Evaluation: developing the effectiveness of Theatre in Education it says, “our research indicates that the majority of children claim not to enjoy classroom discussion, primarily because they feel that all it consists of is teachers telling them 'do this/don't do this'. More importantly, moral development consists not only in being able to work out rationally what is right and wrong but also the internalisation of principles and values for children to desire to act according to their judgements.” 2. This supports my point that social issues are often best delivered when hidden within a story.
In our story ‘The Spider’, we promote the message of accepting others despite social stigma’s. Our spider is befriended by a human who recognises his qualities and begins to understand how he can benefit others. The aim for our audience to relate to the story and then be able to replicate this behaviour in social situations, and to also to be able to indicate when someone is being treated differently because of appearance, ect.  In Wendy K. Mages article titled “Does theatre-in-education promote early childhood development?” she writes, “This type of multimodal, interpersonal communication and engagement provides a stimulating experience that may motivate children to engage their language, perspective-taking, and imagination capacities in new ways, which may foster growth and development in these domains” 3.  This aids the point I’m making as it shows that children who have had experience with TiE are more likely to look at a situation from a different viewpoint. 
We have tackled political issues through our piece very gently. Our story ‘The Canadian Bears’ hints at deforestation and the consequences that has on it’s inhabitants. It delivers the message that selfish human behaviour has a consequence on our environment. The goal is for our audience to begin to understand how people are responsible for the destruction of natural habitats. Tri Setiya says “Some regional heads certainly took bribes in large numbers. If this is allowed to continue, then the deforestation in Indonesia will be widespread”
This backs up the fact that local governments do nothing but encourage deforestation. 
When exploring cultural issues, I noticed that the main issue is how social media has impacted on our culture, especially with young children. In our story ‘Crabs’ we show how this generation are heavily impacted by what they see on social-media, and how they are unable to see how their actions have impact. ‘Using social media becomes a risk more often than most adults realize. Most risks fall into the following categories: peer-to-peer; inappropriate content; lack of understanding of online privacy issues; and outside inﬂuences of third-party advertising groups.’ 5. This illuminates my point as it explains how children are often exposed to explicit content online from an early age, which can desensitise them to the delicacy of nature and how to treat their environment.
To conclude, I believed we have given our audience the knowledge that they need to begin to think about being independent Socially, Politically and Culturally without bombarding them with facts and information.  
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