
IS CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR INNATE OR SHAPED BY ENVIRONMENT?
Understanding crime, justice, and punishment



Criminal behaviour can be viewed as innate and can also be shaped by the environment someone is in by looking at it from a biological, psychological, and sociological perspective through the different theories which underpin them. From a biological viewpoint, Cesare Lombroso investigated how criminals can be identified through their facial features and specifically grouping them based on these characteristics. Hans Eysenck brought a psychological perspective by introducing a personality test to determine how different personality types were linked to certain crimes. Thirdly, from a sociological perspective, there is the zonal transitional theory which links the areas people live in with the amount of crime which occurs there. By discussing these theories further by exploring there aims and methods will assist when forming an argument to whether criminality is innate or shaped by the environment. 
Firstly, criminality can be seen as innate through a biological perspective as it looks at how people are born with different neurological and hormonal factors as well as different genetics and physical features whilst comparing this to contrasting behaviours which are possessed through these characteristics (Ellis, 2005). An Italian criminologist named Cesare Lombroso suggested that criminality is innate, and how a criminal can be identified from the way they look. He stated that criminals have very distinguishable physical features and paints the portrait of the criminal face with a receding forehead, hawklike nose, and jug ears. Specifically, he mentioned that thieves had small wandering eyes, murderers had hawk like noses with bloodshot eyes and sex offenders had protruding ears (Lombroso, 2006). Many people critiqued his theory as it was bias when gathering the data. He only studied criminals who were in prison or dead meaning he lacked a control group. To make a more reliable sample he could have examined non criminals to compare to the criminals which could of brought a different conclusion (Mazzarello, 2011). 
From a psychological perspective, criminality can also be seen as innate. Hans Eysenck introduced the personality theory which looked at a scale of extraversion vs introversion and neuroticism vs stability and how people are born with these traits. People would carry out a personality questionnaire which would determine which part of the scale they would sit on. There are 4 sections on the scale which are Choleric, melancholic, phlegmatic and sanguine (Mathews & Gilliland, 1999). A study conducted on eighty four Polish prisoners and three hundred and thirty seven controls showed that criminals were found to be more extroverted and more neurotic which sat them in the choleric section of the personality test (Eysenck & Eysenck, 1971). An issue to Hans Eysenck’s theory is that he doesn’t take into the environment people are in. He states that criminals sit under the choleric section meaning they are aggressive and impulsive, however, these same criminals could act differently if they were put into a newer and unfamiliar environment. In addition, not all criminals are aggressive, but Hans Eysenck has still placed them in that category (Mclaughlin, Muncie & Hughes, 2003). 
Thirdly, a sociological perspective looks at how the environment we are in can cause criminal activity. The zonal transitional theory helps understand how crime is shaped by the environment, because it investigates how the variation in differences between communities causes different levels of crime rates. It was first evolved by 2 Chicago researchers named Park and Burgess who looked at how changes in time, such as urbanisation, affected the social lives of people who lived in Chicago. They looked at categorizing people into zones of upper and lower class. Shaw and McKay introduced the crime element of this theory (Cullen & Wilcox, 2010). This theory consists of 5 zones. The inner zone is the central business district which has a small population due to businesses and properties being there. Following this, there is the zone of transition, the lower-class zone, the middle class zone and the outer most zone is the upper class. Shaw and McKay used this theory to investigate juvenile delinquency. They concluded that crime rates were the highest in the zone of transition because of population mobility, poverty, and ethnic heterogeneity (Roh and Choo, 2008). Due to fewer opportunities in this zone, causes people to commit petty crimes like theft in order to live whereas the upper class zone offers a variety of opportunities leading to crime rates being lower. A limitation to this theory is how not all upper class zones are crime free. Aylesbury which is a town within Buckinghamshire is an area which sits in the high end category of the upper class zone, however, it experienced forty five cases of violence and sexual offences (Police.UK, 2023). This proves that even with opportunities, crime can occur. 
To conclude, criminal behaviour is both innate and shaped by the environment for many reasons. Innate arguments bring a biological and psychological perspective. Firstly, a biological perspective was brought by Cesare Lombroso who investigated how different facial features are linked with different criminals. There were, however, issues with this surrounding a control group because he only looked at criminals, so he didn’t have anything to compare his theory to. Next was a psychological perspective which was supported by Hans Eysenck’s personality theory. He stated that people who were extraverted and more neurotic were seen as criminals as they acted aggressively. There were many controversies with this theory as many suggested how the environment someone is in can change how they act. This includes a newer and unfamiliar environment. When looking at the argument that criminal behaviour is shaped by environment, it is essential to look at the sociological perspective. Shaw and McKay proposed the zonal transitional theory where they analysed how the differences in areas can lead to crime, in particular juvenile delinquency. Their conclusion gathered that crime was most prominent in the zone of transition. 
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