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By giving discussion to individual and collaborative (or participative) learning, analyse your own personal learning approach on your undergraduate programme thus far.  Then set out a critical reflection of your use of digital technology in your own learning, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of your own digital literacy and personal learning environment against current trends. Finally set out your own position of advice you would give new undergraduates to prepare for learning in the 21C.



Introduction
Throughout the course of this assignment, we are going to be looking in fine detail at digital learning and literacy and critically evaluating and analysing how the ever-increasing need and desire to rely upon and use modern technologies, such as the internet, have had a profound impact on both our individual and collaborative learning. We shall also be exploring, in depth, how our own personal learning styles have influenced our work in terms of quality and efficiency, and whether the use of such digital technologies does in fact enhance our work performance and standards throughout our personal lives as well as academically, here in UWTSD on our Undergraduate degree in Business and Management.
It is apparent from reviewing the work of many people that different people each have their own unique way of learning and what works best for them as individuals. The two main types of learning that I am to research, explain, discuss and evaluate during this assignment are Individual learning and Collaborative learning. 
Individual Learning
Individual learning ‘begins with the interest, engagement, and motivation  of the learner’. (What is Individual Learning?, 2011)
The term “individual learning” can be described as one’s ability to learn and thrive on their own, without the need for help or cooperation from others. Individual learners often use their initiative to seek out valuable and reliable sources of information and/or support using the internet, for example, searching for a specific term or topic using Google search or Google Scholar as a means of enhancing their knowledge on any given subject matter. A further means of obtaining information as an individual learner would be to seek knowledge from books, which could be extracted from a library; if this is not possible then online libraries such as the one belonging to the university are readily available and free to use.
Collaborative Learning
‘Collaborative learning is an educational approach to teaching and learning that involves groups of students working together to solve a problem, complete a task, or create a product’. (What is collaborative learning?, n.d.)
Collaborative learning is quite simply the opposite of individual learning; whereby one continues to learn and expand their knowledge mostly through working together with others, such as that of a college or university peer group. Gaining information and feedback from those of an educational background, for example module tutors and lecturers, is a further way to increase one’s knowledge to further benefit their work and confidence.
Collaborative learning ‘is a relationship among learners that requires positive interdependence, individual accountability, interpersonal skills, face-to-face promotive interaction, and processing’. (Collaborative Learning, n.d.)
My personal learning approach
Personally, I tend to use collaborative learning to help and assist with my own learning, particularly since starting university. I find that asking questions and sharing knowledge and information with my peers significantly helps me to learn new skills and information that I otherwise did not know; as well as being able to positively pass on any new information to others which they might not have otherwise known about. Our Messenger group chat which was created at the start of the first semester is an extremely useful place to go to when I am unsure of anything relating to university, whether that be to do with a particular assignment or just a general query regarding lecturers; it is a definite “go to “ place where we all congregate when faced with difficulties or questions that we would like to share between each other. 

Digital Learning and Digital Literacy
Next we are going to investigate the various digital technologies and how they encourage and heighten the way in which people learn and produce work during current times.
Firstly, though, I aim to explore the terms known as Web 1.0 and Web 2.0 and give a brief explanation of both of these well-known phrases, to ensure better understanding and clarification of the differences between the two.
Web 1.0 refers to the ‘first stage of development on the World Wide Web that was characterized by simple static websites’. (Web 1.0 Definition - The Interactive Glossary, 2019)
The term Web 1.0 was not created until the term Web 2.0 was formed in the year of 1999 by a man named Darci DiNucci. It was characterized where the ‘vast majority of users acted as consumers of content’. (Bell, 2018)
The more recent and well recognised Web 2.0 is used to describe the second progressive stage of the World Wide Web, whereby there was a significant change from static HTML web pages to those with an enhanced and more dynamic web experience for the user. Social media plays a significant role in the Web 2.0, as well as web-based communities and blog sites, which allow for better communication between users worldwide. One main advantage and subsequently an obvious benefit of Web 2.0 is it’s inevitable ability to make it ‘possible for nearly anyone to contribute, regardless of their technical knowledge’. (Web 2.0, 2019)
I am a firm believer that digital technology is an extremely significant and influential aspect of modern day learning and personal advancement in one’s own self development, particularly from an academic perspective. Without the use of the internet, in particular, search engines such as Google, it makes obtaining information less straightforward to locate; meaning that more old fashioned methods such as searching for books in libraries has to be undertaken, which in turn becomes more time consuming and on occasion, harder to complete. For example, if a particular book is unavailable for loan in the chosen location, the user could then log into an online library to successfully acquire the equivalent book/journal at a fraction of the time required to find the physical copy, with far less hassle and difficulties experienced. For these reasons, I favour the frequent use of digital technology to guide my own personal learning as I have come to discover that it is more beneficial and reliable or use when completing assignment work and anything else academic. However, I do still use physical books from time to time when I feel they are most relevant to what I am writing about; there is no replacing a hard copy of a book to read in front of you as opposed to constantly reading and scrolling u and down a computer screen.
As many academic professionals such as university and college lecturers would agree, the use of digital learning and technologies in the classroom ‘can enable students to grasp concepts more quickly and fully’, as well as having the ability to ‘connect theory and application more adeptly, and to engage in learning more readily’. (Value of Digital Learning, 2019)
According to Tom Vander Ark, he states that digital learning has expanded learning opportunities worldwide, and also that ‘the shift to digital can boost student motivation’. (Ark, 2015)
A further argument for the use of digital learning is the obvious advantages that it gives to students, one being the ability for students to learn at their own individual pace without being rushed or pressured into learning at a faster, rushed rate which can be detrimental to their work and mental health. ‘Digital learning can also make the classroom more fun and supplement what kids read in books and hear from teachers’. (Digital learning gives students advantages, 2019) Here we can see that digital learning not only benefits undergraduate and college level students, but primary and secondary student alike, therefore having a positive impact across the entire education system in countries and states all over the world.
In order to successfully balance out this argument for digital learning, it is imperative that I analyse the arguments against this topic, giving evidence and evaluating my own opinion at end of this essay, giving clear reasons for my chosen decision based on what I already know and new information learnt during the research process.
It can be argued that you simply cannot replace the importance of having a tutor or teacher standing in front of a classroom, giving clear and concise information to their pupils/ students. The ‘human elements of the teacher- experience, wisdom, flexible disposition, abstract thinking, and communicative patterns’ (Heick, 2016) make them irreplaceable to modern technologies, therefore gaining the upper hand in authenticity which cannot be denied.
Furthermore, digital learning can be seen as a means of disconnecting students from social interactions, as many people have a sceptical attitude towards technology and its ability to affect students’ verbal communication amongst their peers and tutors. It can be seen as a definite distraction, as Susan Dynarski wrote in the New York Times; ‘College students learn less when they use computers or tablets during lectures’. ‘They also tend to earn worse grades. Laptops distract from learning, both for users and for those around them’. (Dynarski, 2017)
Conclusion
To summarise my findings and own personal opinions and beliefs on this subject matter, I have come to the conclusion that I am most definitely in favour of digital learning and technologies to become a successful academic as an undergraduate student in the 21st century. I would advise anyone wishing to undertake an undergraduate degree here at UWTSD or any other university to take great advantage of the resources readily available to them when they start their studies. I particularly love the fact that we have set up an online peer messenger group; this has come in significantly useful and equally supportive to myself and other class members when needing reassurance or answers to questions which may not be asked during lectures, or if we have missed a session due to illness or other circumstances, we can ask others for information to enable us to catch up with the missed lectures. Moodle is probably the most important aspect of our online learning here at UWTSD; without it we cannot view our lectures from one week to the next, obtaining information from our tutors and guest speakers when they have visited. Presentations and videos are always uploaded for us to view as often as we feel is necessary, allowing us to refer back to all the information given and saved when conducting out assignments and presentations. Second from Moodle, I would say that MyDay is a further important tool to use to view our student emails, timetables and OneDrive documents without any difficulties.
Without the availability and use of the internet, online libraries and e-books, I would without a doubt struggle unnecessarily to complete the vast majority of my coursework and assignments, as I know I rely far too heavily on them to support my work. In particular, I look to websites for current and suitable information when I am looking for credible references and sources to include within my work; quite often using Google books to complement my research as I often do not have the time to spend searching through shelves in the university library for a book that may or may not be available at that given period of time that I require it.
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