Ben Robertson
Week 4 assignment
Archaeology assignment
Q:  how do we interpret and gain meaning from burial evidence?
By examining a gravestone much information can be gathered about the individual, the society and the local community they lived in. The easiest ways to infer this is by reviewing a number of key information points
Inscription.
Since the 19th century it became popular for people to include inscriptions on the gravestones of their loved ones. This small amount of text can provide great insight into the person buried. The inscription on gravestones will usually provide the birth and death date of the deceased, which can place what time this grave and person were from and how old they were at the time of death. However, inscriptions are not limited there; it may also read of a great accomplishment of the deceased; it may list their family members or in some cases, if there was a tragic event in their life or they died in an unusual way it may also be inscribed. This can be useful as it can be used as reference, for example, the family grave of the Whitley family excluding the father states:
"In loving memory of Mary Ann Whitley aged 42
Also of Ada aged 15
Elizabeth Jane aged 13
And William Richard aged 8
The wife and children of Edward Whitley of Aldenham who were accidentally drowned Febry 4th 1880
'The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord' Job LC 21V
Father in thy gracious keeping,
Leave we now thy servants sleeping."
Where there is a unique and tragic case such as this, it is often possible to be cross-reference the death with other documents of the time. In this case, a report in the Watford observer on February 7th details the incident, it goes as follows: 
"On Wednesday a sad fatality occurred at Hillfield, Aldenham to the family of a man named Whitley. His son Richard John [sic], aged 8, and his daughter Elizabeth Jane, aged 13, were sliding on a pond, when the ice broke, and they both fell in. The eldest daughter, Ada, aged 15, ran to their assistance, but was unable to rescue them. The mother, Mary Ann Whitley, also went and endeavoured to save her children, but all were immersed. Whitley arrived in time to get out his wife alive, but she afterwards died."
The inscription on the grave has helped to provide a greater understanding of the deceased as well as providing an insight into how a devastating occurrence happened. In this case, it shows that there is sympathy to the situation, but the report is there to display the facts dispassionately.
On the Whitley grave, there is also a passage from the Old Testament from Job 1:21. The passage fits well with the lamentable circumstances of the deceased’s passing. It also implies that Christianity was prevalent, notably important to the people of the Whitley’s time and clearly important to the grieving father himself. The passage was likely chosen by the father; having a passage from The Book of Job could be notable as, much like Edward Whitley, Job too lost all whilst he was tested by the Devil, including the loss of his children. Despite struggling through this test, Job ended up understanding that the will of God is so much greater than human comprehension, and so was ultimately able to return his trust to God. This could imply that Edward, the Whitley Father and Husband, took comfort in Job’s journey and believed that he must remain vehement in his faith, this could show that even though Edward has taken such hardship, he still remained devoted and true to the lord.

Location
It has always been common practice for deceased to be  given a resting place yet that wasn’t always in the ground as is common culture now. 
In the 13th and 14th centuries, the Christian gentry began being buried in tombs placed inside recesses within the church. 
This shows that a strong and clear link between religion and death was apparent early on. Later, churches would consecrate the ground outside the church itself, and this brought with it the first graveyards as the ground outside was now considered as blessed ground and became suitable for burials. Before this only those of the church would be buried within the church itself, which led to the wealthy building their own Chapels and creating private burial grounds. 
However, by allowing burial in the grounds of the Church and having land associated to the church, ergo God, accessible to all people it enforces the point on how imperative religion was at this time, and how important it was for all people to be laid to rest in a way that would support their final journey.
In conclusion, Burial evidence can give insight to an individual and societies religion, demeanour towards death and the time it was from. The correlation with burial in churches shows the importance of gravestones. By finding the time the person lived we can find the meaning to why they were buried that way, the importance of the death and how it will be reacted to. 




I hate the count, always there. Oppressive. Crying, slowly silently, in a hidden way. Hope. Wanted but gone. Relief. Fading and obscure. How I hate, hate and hate. The count, forever there, forever watching, forever noticed. Please go away, leave me, count. Leave me to be crushed by your overwhelming pressure.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  David Annal 23.50 BST 2007
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2007/apr/14/guardianspecial4.guardianspecial223
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