 Primary Source Analysis- Magna Carta
The Magna Carta, a set of promises between king and subject, which was first of its kind, as we see the removal of royalty and the nobility from being above the law of man, with this Carta we see royalty being accountable for their deeds in front of their subjects, being held accountable by people who hold a drastically lower position within the English hierarchy, within the wording and some clauses within the Magna Carta we can see one strong detail, the Roman Catholic Church retains all of its authority, and wealth within the system, this indicates that Stephen and those he represented, the Roman Catholic Church believed that this change of government was to last and bear fruit, but now with hindsight we know this isn’t true.  
The  original Magna Carta was created in a “meadow that is called Runnymede, between Windsor and Staines”[footnoteRef:1], the location of its signing and maybe writing does rise some issues, some which may indicate the true intention behind the document for king John, since the location is not within some royal palace or official location to conduct such a drastic change in the governance, one can argue that king John did not take this agreement seriously and didn’t think someone of royal blood, someone who was appointed by God (divine right) should have to obey a Carta which removed the royal divine right of the English monarchy over their subjects, by this one can suggest the true attitude the benefactor of this commission had, one of half-hearted promises, and an unlikely chance of keeping the clauses for long. The Magna Carta, in this original form can be dated to approximately 1215, and was originally written in Latin, the language most commonly used throughout the western world including England, this was a result of the expansion and cultural domination of the Roman Catholic Church throughout most if not all western societies.  A problem with looking at any piece of writings that originated around this time is the problem with its replication through monastic orders who rarely copied a text exactly the same, within the few different remaining copies of the Magna Cartas that do exist there are some alterations and omissions, this can either be seen as the consequence of human error or because of changes that to its wording and context later ordered to be added or removed either by royalty or the church. But, of course this could be seen as an effect on its analysis, which version or alteration is better, should some parts be disregarded just because another copy does not have it, or should it then be considered as more important as only someone of authority, either royalty or some high position within the church, may have authorised an official change if that was indeed an official action.  [1:  G.R.C. Davis, “English translation of Magna Carta”, 28 July 2014, https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/magna-carta-english-translation [accessed 22nd March 2018]] 

Within the Magna Carta one can argue that the included clauses and laws would have applied and had an effect on all factions of society, from merchants to barons, with merchants, under the Magna Carta had their means of business more tightly controlled with ”standard measures of wine, ale, and corn (the London quarter)”[footnoteRef:2] and the common standardisation of scales or weights, this was in the hopes of reducing any possible foul play. And barons had the numerous number of fines and accusations against them reduced through the following clause, “barons shall be fined only by their equals.”[footnoteRef:3] The Carta had a numerous number of other clauses which applies to all others also, widows to young heirs, to young freemen and knights. With all these new considerations towards the people, one can clearly see one detail, English royalty was losing its power, while the Carta was the royalty agreeing to this drastic reduction of power it was in fact this agreement which gave the English king desperately needed time to secure his grip on power and later on discard the carta with  all the promises King John made in the mud with John reclaiming his divine right as royalty, but this is only seen after the events that this Carta is surrounding.  [2:  G.R.C. Davis, “English translation of Magna Carta”, 28 July 2014, https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/magna-carta-english-translation  [accessed 22nd March 2018]]  [3:  G.R.C. Davis, “English translation of Magna Carta”, 28 July 2014, https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/magna-carta-english-translation  [accessed 22nd March 2018]] 

The authorship of this legal document can be traced back to Stephen Langton, (c. 1150 – 9 July 1228). Stephen was an English Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church and Archbishop of Canterbury. Stephen while supposedly under the authority of the English monarchy, which King John attempted to do through his own selection of a successor to the prior Archbishop, but Pope Innocent III was unwilling to tolerate English interference so ended the dilemma of successorship by the appointment of his own candidate. While Stephen did write and word the Magna Carta, while he detailed to vast reduction of the royal authority over their subjects, Stephen ensured the Church and all of its authority remained in a strong if not a stronger position after the Magna Carta. While Stephen Langton may have wrote the Carta, he nor the Church authorised or demanded its creation, in truth this belonged to two different parties. John, King of England, (24 December 1166 – 19 October 1216), also known as John Lackland because he lacked any of his own land as his father King Henry II granted all land to his eldest son Richard, later dumbed as Richard the lionheart. John needed the Carta to keep England loyal. And lastly it was the pressurisation of the barons and English people that pressurised the current king John to do something against the ever-growing exploitation that the outrageous and diminishing taxes, which King John had imposed on his subjects to fund his own ambitions. These taxations were overwhelming on a country that had already been funding the crusade of Richard the Lionheart and found the war between king john and the French as an expense they would no longer tolerate, which result in unrest and numerous revolts, from the peasantry to the barons. The Carta prevented previously frequent acts of removal of ones’ way of life or husbandry (which was the most common means of livelihood during this era), and the diminishment of ones’ property through illegal possession and destruction by the efforts of those working directly under the order of the crown, normally sheriffs. In a sense the Barons got their goal at least for a very limited time, much shorter then the barons had expected and hoped for, but they did reduce the power of King John for a time and had granted a mere sight into what would  happened again hundreds of years later, this being the democratic system that we live within today within the majority of western society and the United Kingdom.   
The Magna Carta, was the first document which put in basic terms that the king and the ruling parties or government were not above the law that they themselves produced, for example the Carta allowed persecution and direct action to be taken against the royalty if the clauses of this agreement or some other issue came into existence, the council if a majority agreed could seize royal property and seize its revenue and income till the correct reparation was received. The Carta in a sense created a parliament or council by the barons doing the following, “electing twenty-five of their number to keep, and cause to be observed with all their might, the peace and liberties granted and confirmed to them by this charter.”[footnoteRef:4] In a sense this Council of twenty-five can be argued to be the true rulers of England, if in fact this Carta lasted and King John kept his numerous obligations and promises, which he soon after did not.  [4:  G.R.C. Davis, “English translation of Magna Carta”, 28 July 2014, https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/magna-carta-english-translation [accessed 22nd March 2018]] 

With reference to dissertations, one could look at the Magna Carta and consider its global and national effects if it was kept, one could gauge the response of the other monarchy nations such as France and speculate the response of the current king and his descendants, would their response be one of fear or would they see their arch enemy weakened and divided and strike, would England and her colonies be French territory in modern society if this had occurred, would we be speaking French instead of English, or would the opposite be the result, would the reduction of the monarchy within England have a domino effect throughout the western monarchy world, would some resist and result in numerous royal families being killed in their resistance to change or would a countless number of innocent lives have died for their rights, but never see it take fruit. Would the world be a better place with numerous royal families toppled now and lost their power to send innocent farmers and raw soldiers off to die for reasons they would never know of or understand and especially would never see the fruits of the blood they would shed for their lords. Would World War one and two have transpired if the German royalty had been removed from their high position of power long ago, would the world be the same if these people were never in the position of power to have such a drastic effect such as they did, or would humanity be saved from one of countless other grave sins if they never had this power in the first place.  
With close analyse of the source one can see that the barons still held either loyalty or fear towards the royal blood, the barons held the power, they could have taken over England and roust the English royalty and its supporters easily, but because of the strong religious belief surrounding royal right to govern all others within their realm. At this time barons could have reigned and may have had the support of the church as long as the barons supported the church. 
To conclude, the Magna Carta, an agreement between blue blood and the peasantry was the potential for a new level for English society, one that may have resulted in the elimination of the English culture or the creation of a society no longer held back by royalty fearful of its subjects becoming educated and realising that the people did not need to royalty but that the royalty needed the people. And of course, unlikely but this Carta may have resulted in the withdrawal of monarchies throughout western society from their mantle of power, one may support this claim with the fact numerous monarchies did completely collapse and revolutions were rampart throughout western society in the 20th century following the fall of Tsarist Russia. This source however can be seen as another tool of the church just like royalty and the peasantry themselves when royalty didn’t play along with the Pope and his agendas, within this source we see clear signs of the manipulation of a sensitive situation for the English governing parties at this time by Church.  
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