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[bookmark: _Toc147146595][bookmark: _Toc147146680]1.Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_rvG5S4pj]Academic work relies heavily on conducting research and properly citing sources. These skills promote a climate of honesty and originality in the classroom, making everyone more likely to take a project seriously. In the course of their education and careers, both students and professionals are expected to reference the work of others properly. Inconsistencies can arise from using incorrect or out-of-date citation information; to prevent this, universities like the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) have published thorough referencing handbooks. By working with faculty across the institution, these guides provide students with consistent and credible information on referencing and plagiarism. To be more specific, the UWTSD Referencing Guide (2023) explains the four accepted referencing styles at UWTSD and helps students choose the right one for their discipline.
[bookmark: _Toc147146596][bookmark: _Toc147146681]2.Importance of Research Skills
Researchers must be able to systematically gather, assess, and draw conclusions from data. Academic success hinges on these skills, which are essential to conducting scholarly research and developing new knowledge (Lin et al., 2020). Research abilities are crucial in the field of business management. They let businesspeople see into the future and establish strategic plans based on actual data. The need for research in comprehending business complexities in today’s globalised world is emphasised in the book “Research Methods for Business Students” by Saunders et al. (2009). It highlights the need to conduct research using rigorous methods to gain insights that may be used to propel a company’s success.
In addition, a skill gap exists between what companies need and what recent graduates have, as shown by research by Talgar and Goodey (2015). Their research suggests that prioritising variations between the academic and industrial environments may be to blame for the skills gap observed at the point of employment. Self-efficacy in critical thinking was also highlighted in another study, which suggested that several factors, such as vicarious modelling, directly influenced mastery of domain knowledge (Chasmer et al., 2022). In conclusion, research skills are essential for integrative development, critical thinking, and well-informed decision-making in many domains, including business management. Using accepted research methods guarantees that the findings are valid and trustworthy.
[bookmark: _Toc147146597][bookmark: _Toc147146682]3.Importance of Referencing 
In academic writing, referencing means crediting those who contributed to the ideas and material you used. It links the writer’s arguments with supporting evidence, ensuring the work is founded on reputable and authoritative sources (LE HO et al., 2023). Referencing plays an important part in preserving credibility in the classroom. Plagiarism, defined as “the presentation of another person’s work as one’s own” (Rajapakse and Wijewardene, 2023), can be avoided if the original writers are credited. Plagiarism is a significant transgression of academic ethics that can affect one’s professional and academic reputation. Referencing correctly promotes honesty and credibility in academic discourse by allowing the reader to see where the author got their information (Dawe et al., 2021).
In addition, referring conventions might shift between languages and cultures. The subtleties of academic writing in English versus other languages may affect how sources are cited and worked into the text. In English academic writing, for instance, the author-date system is frequently emphasised, although in other languages, other citation styles may be given greater weight (Hossain, 2022). Finally, citations are essential in scholarly work. It proves the author’s points and upholds scholarly honesty and intellectual property protection standards. Accurate reference is a cornerstone of producing reliable and ethically sound academic work.
[bookmark: _Toc147146598][bookmark: _Toc147146683]4.Types of Academic Writing 
[bookmark: _Toc147146599][bookmark: _Toc147146684]Academic/Research Writing
Writing for academic purposes, often known as research writing, is a more formal kind of prose typically found in academic journals and papers. It has a neutral tone, is well-organised, and backs up its claims with proof. Academic writing’s main goals include education, research results in dissemination, and existing knowledge expansion. The importance of the IMRaD (Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion) framework in research writing is emphasised in a study called All-Powerful by (Tabuena ,2020).
[bookmark: _Toc147146600][bookmark: _Toc147146685]Descriptive Writing
Writing in the descriptive mode is intended to give the reader a vivid picture of the subject. It creates an image in the reader’s imagination using sensory information. This is a common writing mode in fiction, nonfiction, and journalism. The major goal of this piece is to help the reader form a mental image of the topic being discussed. According to a study by Mei and Mei (2020), descriptive writing can provide clear and succinct information while teaching languages, notably Arabic, to non-native speakers.
[bookmark: _Toc147146601][bookmark: _Toc147146686]Analytical Writing
Analytical writing delves deeply into its subject matter to draw conclusions, evaluate it, or find solutions to difficulties. It does more than describe the topic; it sheds light on it. To write analytically, one must be able to analyse critically, reason logically, weigh facts, and express ideas coherently. It is a common method of analysing texts, ideas, or facts in academic writing (Mei & Mei, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc147146602][bookmark: _Toc147146687]5.Skills Required for Effective Academic Writing
[bookmark: _Toc147146603][bookmark: _Toc147146688]Planning and Organisation
Planning and organisation are essential for successful academic writing. Understanding the topic, collecting appropriate data, and organising it logically are all necessary pre-writing steps. As Chauhan (2022) pointed out, writing is a multi-step process that begins with brainstorming and ends with editing and rewriting. When well-structured content flows logically, it makes the author’s ideas simpler to follow and understand for the reader.
[bookmark: _Toc147146604][bookmark: _Toc147146689]Importance of Grammar and Language Proficiency
Academic writing requires a high level of linguistic and grammatical competence. Grammar mistakes can undermine the authority of the piece and should be corrected before publication. Graduate students, especially those for whom English is not a first language, may require assistance communicating their thoughts due to grammatical and syntactic problems, as Craig stressed (2005). Therefore, it is essential to have a firm grasp of the English language to create work of the highest scholarly standard.
[bookmark: _Toc147146605][bookmark: _Toc147146690]Adherence to Specific Academic Writing Styles
There are established writing conventions that academic fields like Harvard, APA, MLA, and Chicago adhere to. Following the established format guarantees the text’s uniformity, reliability, and readability. For the sake of honesty in research and to prevent accusations of plagiarism, it also helps to cite sources properly (Chauhan, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc147146606][bookmark: _Toc147146691]6.Recommendations for Students
Students are strongly encouraged to actively participate in the following activities to improve their research abilities and to uphold academic honesty:
[bookmark: _Toc147146607][bookmark: _Toc147146692]Workshops and Training Sessions
Students might benefit from attending seminars and training sessions on research and referencing because they give them valuable opportunities to gain practical experience and learn from the experts. The subtleties of different citation formats and research methods are frequently discussed in such workshops (Howell et al., 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc147146608][bookmark: _Toc147146693]Use of Technology for Plagiarism Checks
Using tools like plagiarism checkers, students may ensure their work is completely original and avoid accidental plagiarism (Krienert et al., 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc147146609][bookmark: _Toc147146694]Regular Consultations with Academic Librarians
When conducting research, having access to an academic librarian who can help you find reliable sources and explain the ins and outs of referencing is invaluable (Zanin-Yost, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc147146610][bookmark: _Toc147146695]Peer Reviews and Group Discussions
Students can improve their arguments, hear other points of view, and broaden their understanding of a topic through peer reviews and class discussions (Lim and Williams erberg, 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc147146611][bookmark: _Toc147146696]6.Conclusion
A scholar’s ability to do credible research and properly cite their sources (referencing) are two cornerstones of academic brilliance. These skills ensure that one’s work is genuine and promote honesty and appreciation for one’s own intellectual achievements. To keep up with the ever-changing academic landscape, students and faculty must commit to a lifelong process of education and growth. The academic community holds the ideals of honesty, transparency, and diligence in high respect, and these rules ensure that they are upheld.
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