






























The consensus of terrorism is dangerous, life-threatening organisations, that are to be feared. Out of 109 definitions of the word ‘terrorism’, 81% of them contained the word ‘violence’ (Schmidt and Jongman 1988). The current definition at hand, being “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001), doesn’t really give much detail to what terrorism is. If this was the universal definition of terrorism, people would have a very slim understanding of it, and may not be as aware of the dangers of it. It also fails to provide many details about the ideology of terrorist groups, just stating that they want to “maintain control over human beings”, providing very little information about their other motivations. 

The official United Kingdom definition of the word ‘terrorism’ is “Terrorism is an action or threat designed to influence the government or intimidate the public. Its purpose is to advance a political, religious, or ideological cause” (Terrorism Act 2006). This definition provides a bit more insight into the ideology of terrorism stating what some of the motives of the terrorist group may be, whilst also mentioning about the religious and political aspects that influence their actions. However, like the first definition, it doesn’t provide a lot of detail into the dangers of terrorism. It is only briefly described as a ‘threat’ which leaves a lot of room for questions. In addition, both definitions talk about intimidating and promoting fear to the public, but it doesn’t say how this is done which once again leaves room for questions. One of the issues that are apparent with these definitions is that the words being used are not harsh enough to emphasise the point to the reader. The definition of terrorism needs to make the point about the intentional targeting of innocent people and civilians (Jarvis, 2019). This is a key aspect that isn’t mentioned in both quotes and needs to be raised for the reader to get the best possible idea of what terrorism is in a brief definition. “They do not take credit for their actions and they are not interested in negotiating, but they are interested in spreading fear and exacting a high price in lives” (TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS AND MOTIVATIONS, 2001). 

On March 17th, 2005, a definition of terrorism was given in a United Nations panel. It was stated that terrorism was "intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants with the purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government or an international organization to do or abstain from doing any act.” This definition pays far more attention to innocent people being targeted and exploited for personal gain than both previous definitions looked at. An effective definition would need to be open to all sorts of terrorism and the multiple reasons and motives why attacks would be committed, and why people would join terrorism. Louise Richardson (2006 p. 140) states “when one examines the motives of those who become terrorists, one often finds the desire for revenge.” This just shows how wide the reasoning behind terrorism is, so any good definitive definition of terrorism would need to touch on this.

Due to there being such a vast mixture of definitions of what terrorism really is, being able to properly police and create legislation to combat it becomes a big challenge. The terrorism act 2000 states the definition of ‘terrorism’ is “the use or threat is designed to influence the government or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause” (Terrorism Act, 2000). It then follows up by stating that the action falls into this category if “involves serious violence against a person, involves serious damage to property, endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action” (Terrorism Act, 2000). This is ideal for the police to go off and use to fight terrorism as it goes into detail about all different aspects of terrorism including, religion, motives and goes to expand on the endangerment of civilians. However, the reality is that there isn’t a universal definition of terrorism that all police can use as a guideline when working against it. It is extremely hard to designate a definite universal meaning for terrorism, as there are many factors that vary so differently from one another in different terrorist organisations (Clarke, 2009). With this, the police need to be educated and up to date on all terrorist group’s motivations, methods, and tactics.

It also creates forming legislation for terrorism dangerous as well, as there could be substantially huge consequences if not done correctly. With the world being very inclusive for all races and religions, a worldwide definition of terrorism would need to be careful not to alienate individuals who share the same religion as terrorists. In 2018, the Office for National Statistics recorded that there are around 3,372,966 Muslims living in the United Kingdom. There are groups within many religions that have different ideologies and do not share the same views as the others who worship the religion. An example is Muslims, who are located across the world and have peaceful beliefs and practices. Terrorist organisations such as Al Qaeda and ISIS follow the Muslim faith but have different and more extreme views than the common Muslim, so it would be important to not sabotage all Muslims under one new piece of legislation because some terrorist organisations follow Islam. The harsh reality is that sadly a minority of individuals believe if someone is a Muslim, they are a terrorist and if you’re white you cannot be a terrorist, both being false (Corbin, 2017 p. 457).


The group named Al Qaeda came about in the 1980s, as Muslims who at the time were fighting the Soviet Union. The leader Bin Laden wanted to unite all jihadists who were in struggling times, under one roof to help create global jihadists project (Bryman, 2015). As time passed into the 1990s, Bin Laden’s attention was turned towards the United States, considering them as the ‘bigger enemy.” It is believed that the group’s main objective continues to conspire, organise and attack the United States and any allies they may have across the globe. There is more attention being paid to the economic and energy infrastructure in Afghanistan, Iraq, and neighbouring countries to Israel, primarily to cause frequent disruption to said places (Blanchard, 2007). Al Queda wants to spread their way of the Islamic religion, which is far more extreme than the average Muslim would practice. Anti-Semitism is a fundamental part of their way of practice (ADL, 2021), whilst also having a great hatred towards the American people. Al Qaeda’s newest method for the uprising of the Islamic revolution is to push the narrative that Muslims must kill Americans. This can be linked to the United Nations’ definition of terrorism as “intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants” is a method that Al Qaeda use in order to gain power and any sort of influence towards their goals.  As stated by Bin Laden ‘’The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies – civilians and military is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country…’’ (Bin Laden, 1998 cited in Gregg, 2010, p. 297). It is pushed as the correct thing to do and to defend the Islamic faith and religion. Al Qaeda’s most famous attack to date was in the United States. With the tragic destruction of the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers, which occurred on the 11th of September 2001. The event is most known as 9/11 and was organised by Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who was said to be the ‘mastermind’ behind the operation (History.com, 2010). Al Qaeda’s actions clearly show vicious attacks against civilians to send a message to the United States government. This fits the description of Cooper’s definition of terrorism, as mass global fear was generated due to this attack, spreading the influence and name of Al Qaeda. 

Isis was created from the remains of Iraq’s Al Qaeda and was founded by Abu Masab al-Zarqawi. The motive of Isis is like Al Qaeda’s, where they set a goal of purifying the Islamic religion by eradicating all idolatry. There isn’t one specific ideology for the group, however, just like Al Qaeda, they are heavily influenced by Salafism. Many members of the group are unaware of what ideology the group holds. As Bunzel (2015) states, “Individual members of the Islamic State are of course driven by numerous factors; not all members are motivated by—or even aware of—the ideology of the group that they support.” Cooper should have expanded upon religious aspects of terrorism in his definition, due to it being a major faction in all terrorist organisations.

A difference between Isis and Al Qaeda is, Isis, take great interest in capturing territory in the middle east, as they have done in Iraq and Syria. They began taking territory and gaining influence and control in Syria in the year of 2013 (BBC, 2018). However, both share the same interest in taking down the American government and its allies. 
They want to spread their way of life to all Muslims, and as Jihadists believe they are the only singular one true Muslims. It is one of Isis’ goals to spread their way of Islam worldwide, further pushing its influence to each corner of the globe (Gregg, 2010).

What both similar groups have in common is that they have a fixated focus on spreading their influence and propaganda through the internet. As the internet is global, it is an extremely useful tool for groups to spread their messages to recruit new people to join their terrorist organisations. With the use of social media, many individuals have been influenced and radicalised by these groups, due to terrorists being able to use social media to exploit them (Awan, 2017, p.138). An example of this is the case of Shamima Begum, who in 2015 left London to join Isis after online radicalisation. Propaganda is another factor that was not mentioned in Cooper’s definition, with it being a huge part of the recruitment process for terrorist organisations to expand.

Religious ambitions in terrorism fail to be mentioned in Cooper’s definition, where both ISIS and Al Qaeda are heavily motivated and driven by their religious beliefs and views. Cooper is correct in saying that terrorism drives “international fear”, with both group’s actions and attacks causing panic and as the AIHRC (2018) states “it brings instability and disrupts peace.”Such a huge part of terrorism is capturing and controlling land, this is also not to be mentioned in Cooper’s definition. In the year 2014, ISIS put its name on the world’s radar by taking control over huge amounts of land in Syria and Iraq (Kaczkowski et al., 2020). This once again proves how Cooper’s definition falls sort of a ‘good’ definition for terrorism, as it just isn’t anywhere near as expansive as it needs to be. Overall, the definition of terrorism that Cooper has proposed isn’t wrong. However, it is severely lacking in detail and leaves the reader with more questions than answers to what terrorism is when reading this definition. 
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