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Introduction: I have chosen to base my presentation around maps of the island of Sardinia off the coast of Italy, as recently I had my genetic DNA results indicating that during the seventeenth century I had an ancestor from Sardinia, so thought it might be interesting to find out how the island was perceived by cartographers throughout the centuries.
Slide One: My first map comes from an atlas donated by Thomas Phillips in 1834.
Sardinia at this time was part of the Spanish Habsburg Empire.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  T. Dandelot, J. Marino, eds., Spain in Italy: Politics, Society, and Religion 1500 – 1700 (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill, 2007), p6.] 

Abraham Ortelius was a Flemish cartographer and geographer who founded the Neverlandish School of Cartography. As cartographer he put the first selected atlas together, taking maps that other people had designed, and created the Theatrum Orbis Terrarum or Theatre of the World in 1570.  For Ortellius the world was a theatre with its surroundings unfolding like a play on stage.[footnoteRef:2] He arranged the maps by continent, region and state and each map has a description of the geography of the country represented, something which had never been done before.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  M.P.R. Van de Broecke, et al., Abraham Ortellius and the First Atlas: Essays Commemorating the Quadricentennial of his Death 1598 – 1998 (University of Michigan, 1998), p64.]  [3:  Ortellius, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham-Ortelius, accessed 16/05/2018.] 

Ortellius was the only cartographer during the Renaissance to name his sources; in the atlas’s bibliography Ortelius not only lists the individual cartographers that have contributed to the atlas, but he also lists all sixteenth century cartographers that were known to him personally. As each new edition came out the list of names expanded, in the year 1601 he listed one hundred and eighty-three names.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  M. Van de Broecke, ‘The Significance of Language: The Texts on the Verso of the Maps in Abraham Ortellius, Theatrum Orbis Terrarum.’ Imago Mundi, Vol. 60, No. 2 (2008), p202 -210, p202.] 

All editions of the atlas contain the same structural make up, each has an allegorical title page, with each continent being represented by an allegorical woman, in the case of Europe it is the Queen, Anna of Austria. Each edition has a letter to King Phillip II of Spain and the Low Countries and a poem by Adolphus Mekerchus. From 1579 each edition like the one held in the Roderic Bowen Archive contained a portrait of Ortelius by Phillip Gale.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  H.M. Scott, The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350 – 1750, Volume 1 (Oxford University Press, 2015), p48.] 

Ortelius was the first person to think that the continents had once been joined together before drifting apart, something we now call the ‘continental drift.’[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Encyclopaedia Britannica.] 

Theatrum Orbis Terrarum or Theatre of the World has been referred to as the summary of sixteenth century cartography, whose publication brought the Neverlandish school of Cartography into a ‘Golden Age.’[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Ibid.] 


Slide Two: Mercator’s Atlas or ‘A Geographic Description of the Regions, Countries and Kingdomes of the World: through Europe, Asia, Africa and America, Represented by New and Exact Maps,’ was given to the Roderic Bowen by Thomas Phillips in 1844.
Sardinia was still under the rule of the Spanish, who were fearful of Ottoman invasion so built a series of watch towers along the coast line.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  J. Black, European Warfare, 1494 – 1660, (London: Routledge, 2002), p197.] 

Gerardus Mercator was a German-Flemish cartographer, geographer and cosmographer. He was also interested in theology, philosophy, history, mathematics and geomagnetism, while also being an accomplished engraver, calligrapher and maker of globes and scientific equipment. He is best known for creating a world map, in 1569, that was based on projecting sailing courses as straight lines, which at the time was a new innovation and is still used today by mariners.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Mercator, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gerardus-Mercator, accessed 10/05/2018. ] 

Mercator did not get his information from first hand experience as he travelled little. He had a library of over one thousand books and maps and gained knowledge from them as well as any scholars and travellers he came into contact with.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ibid.] 

His early maps were large enough to mount on a wall but later on, in 1595, he started to produce smaller maps that he could bind into an atlas. At the beginning of the atlas are a large number of pages that are devoted to the creation of the universe along with descriptions of the countries portrayed.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  A. Heinrichs, Gerardus Mercator: Father of Modern Mapmaking, (Minneapolis: Compass Point Books, 2008), p51.] 

On the title page of Mercator’s Atlas there is a picture of Jodocus Hondius alongside Mercator. Hondius bought Mercator’s copper plates in 1604 and transformed the atlas by adding forty more maps. He was a good business man and the atlas was a universal success.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  C. Koeman, Jodocus Hondius Wall-map of Europe 1595: An Introduction to the Nova Totius Europae Descriptio (Pennsylvania State University, 2010), p9.] 

Slide Three: The third slide is also from Thomas Phillips collection donated in 1836.
Sardinia with the help of Britain had been fighting in the War of the Spanish Succession and in 1720 the island became part of the duchy of Savoy with Victor Amadeus becoming the King of Sardinia.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  W.H. Smyth, Sketch of the Present State of the Island of Sardinia (London: John Murray, 1828), p48.] 

The Atlas Universel is a French atlas created by father and son cartographers from Paris. Gilles Robert Vaugondy, the father, was also known as le Sieur or just Monsieur Robert while his son Didier Robert Vaugondy was often known as Robert Vaugondy. The pair were leading cartographers in France during the eighteenth century, gaining royal privilege from Louis XV which gave them great prestige and a pension.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  M. West, The Mystery of the Vaugondy Maps, https://journals.psu.edu/wph/article/download/5039/4822 accessed 16/05/2018. ] 

The Father Gilles de Vaugondy became a cartographer in 1731 when he inherited a map making business, which included a shop, from a relative, who was also an eminent cartographer.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  West, The Mystery of the Vaugondy Maps.] 

The Map Universel was published by both father and son in 1757, as can be seen from the illustrated frontispiece. There is one hundred and eight maps and each map was copper engraved, mounted on guards and hand coloured. Each of the maps contain the postal routes of the country which are thought to be fairly accurate as the de Vaugondys preferred using maps that had been surveyed in the country, using up to the minute information.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  M. Pedley, The Commerce of Cartography: Making and Marketing Maps in the Eighteenth Century France and England (University of Chicago Press, 2005), p173.] 

The maps are thought to be some of the best eighteenth century French cartography displaying some of the finest copperplate engraving.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  West, The Mystery of the Vaugondy Maps.] 

Slide Four: The fourth map of Sardinia comes from an atlas that was created in 1807 and would be considered more of an encyclopaedia than an atlas today.
When Pinkerton and Vince were creating their three-volume work, England was at war with Napoleon, and Sardinia became the home of the Duke of Savoy, who was still king of Sardinia, and had been forced into handing all his Italian possessions to the French Republic.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  J. Dixon, M. Reid Sarkees, A Guide to Intra-state War (London: Sage Publications, 2016), p233.] 

The work is again from the Thomas Phillips Collection, also donated in 1836, and its full title is Modern geography: a description of the empires, kingdoms, states, and colonies with the oceans, seas, and isles in all parts of the world including the most recent discoveries, and political alterations, digested on a new plan. It was created by John Pinkerton, a Scottish antiquarian, historian and cartographer who teamed up with Cambridge academic Reverend Samuel Vince who was a mathematician and astronomer and produced an astronomical introduction for Pinkerton’s three volume work.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  P. O’Flaherty, Scotland’s Pariah: The Life and Work of John Pinkerton 1758 – 1826 (University of Toronto Press, 2015), Ch. 3.] 


Modern Geography was received well in Scotland, with one reviewer stating that ‘there is no science as great as geography.’ It is thanks to John Pinkerton that the modern maps we are used to today were created, it was Pinkerton who removed the elaborate cartouches and wordy inscriptions and replaced them with more concise accurate detail.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  C.W.J.Withers, Geography, Science and National Identity: Scotland since 1520 (Cambridge University Press, 2001), p131.] 


Slide Five: To finish this presentation I have taken an atlas off the shelf in the Roderic Bowen Library to compare the previous maps with one that we are used to seeing today. This particular slide of Sardinia comes from the 1895 edition of ‘The Times’ Atlas which contains one hundred and seventeen pages of maps. 
During the unification of Italy, which included Sardinia, Giuseppe Garibaldi, hero of the unification movement, lived on the island of Caprera, which can be seen in the Straits of Bonifacio off the northern coast of Sardinia.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  L. Riall, Garibaldi: Invention of a Hero (Padstow: TJ International, 2007), p127.] 

Unlike the past four atlases there is no information about the countries only maps showing the mountainous regions, rivers, main roads and towns. Fortunately, there is an alphabetical index at the back, listing thirteen thousand names making it easier to find where you are looking for.
Much of the Atlas was taken from Richard Andrees Allgemeiner Hand Atlas printed in 1881 in Leipzig.[footnoteRef:22] The 1805 ‘Times’ Atlas was published at the newspaper’s offices in London and is still printed today with very little changes.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  J.R. Akerman, The Imperial Map: Cartography and the Mastery of Empire (University of Chicago Press, 2009), p347.]  [23:  Timesatlas.com accessed 16/05/2018.] 














Bibliography
Akerman, R., The Imperial Map: Cartography and the Mastery of Empire (University of Chicago Press, 2009).


Black, J., European Warfare, 1494 – 1660, (London: Routledge, 2002).

Dandelot, T., Marino, J., eds., Spain in Italy: Politics, Society, and Religion 1500 – 1700 (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill, 2007).
Dixon, J., Reid Sarkees, M., A Guide to Intra-state War (London: Sage Publications, 2016).

Heinrichs, A., Gerardus Mercator: Father of Modern Mapmaking, (Minneapolis: Compass Point Books, 2008).

Koeman, C., Jodocus Hondius Wall-map of Europe 1595: An Introduction to the Nova Totius Europae Descriptio (Pennsylvania State University, 2010).


Mercator, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gerardus-Mercator, accessed 10/05/2018. 

O’Flaherty, P., Scotland’s Pariah: The Life and Work of John Pinkerton 1758 – 1826 (University of Toronto Press, 2015).

Ortellius, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham-Ortelius, accessed 16/05/2018.

Pedley, M., The Commerce of Cartography: Making and Marketing Maps in the Eighteenth Century France and England (University of Chicago Press, 2005).

Riall, L., Garibaldi: Invention of a Hero (Padstow: TJ International, 2007).


Scott, H.M., The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350 – 1750, Volume 1 (Oxford University Press, 2015).

Smyth, W.H., Sketch of the Present State of the Island of Sardinia (London: John Murray, 1828).

Timesatlas.com accessed 16/05/2018.

Van de Broecke, M., ‘The Significance of Language: The Texts on the Verso of the Maps in Abraham Ortellius, Theatrum Orbis Terrarum.’ Imago Mundi, Vol. 60, No. 2 (2008), p202 -210.


West, M., The Mystery of the Vaugondy Maps, https://journals.psu.edu/wph/article/download/5039/4822 accessed 16/05/2018. 

Withers, C.W.J., Geography, Science and National Identity: Scotland since 1520 (Cambridge University Press, 2001).


2

image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ——
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





