METHODOLOGY CHAPTER 
[bookmark: _Hlk199243395]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk199334656]The methodology section of the research will explain how the study will be conducted. The necessity of discussing the research strategy is to identify where the idea for the research has come from. The ethical and sensitive issues will be identified and considered to ensure protection of all participants. Finally, the data collection will outline how the researcher will conduct the research and will further discuss how the sample population will be selected.

Research Strategy 
The aim of this research is to identify if further action should be implemented to protect victims of domestic abuse from their perpetrators. The questions will focus mainly on current practices within the police force area of South Wales. The hope is to identify if practices are sufficient, by means of reviewing the current DASH questionnaire completed by response officers on initial contact with the victim. It is apparent following the literature review that there are gaps in research relating to this area of safeguarding (Biggam, 2011).
This research proposes that current safeguarding measures for domestic violence victims are not sufficient, the researcher hopes to prove this by accumulation of both qualitative and quantitative data. This research will discover if further safeguarding can be identified for victims.
Using the secondary research method the researcher will collate data in relation to safeguarding of victims and management of perpetrators survey via a questionnaire. This method proves most effective in relation to this research as the pool of participants will be aimed at front line response officers who deal with domestic violence, possess the knowledge and can provide a first-hand response to the questions through lived experience (Market Research, 2020). Due to the time scale and funding available the research will be conducted solely utilising questionnaires.
The research will be conducted during the creation of this dissertation resulting in the findings being relevant, accurate and will reflect the results of today and not based on historical research. This will underpin the academic credibility and the validity of the research. This secondary research strategy is a systematic review of existing data in oppose to primary research that aims to originally answer questions that have not been considered or answered previously (Gratton & Jones, 2010). 
Acknowledgement of ethical and sensitive considerations 3.3
[bookmark: _Hlk199429872]This questionnaire is anonymous with informed consent targeted at a specific group. The researcher identified one area which may result in participants withholding accurate information as the questionnaire is based on the participants experiences and what safeguarding they have adopted. This can result in re-traumatisation as explained in the International Journal of Qualitative methods (Silverio, et al., 2022).  
All participants will be informed that no personal information, including their name, alias, or email address, will be shared with third parties or included in the research findings. Name, address, age, and other personal information will not be requested on the questionnaire.
Participants will be informed that the research is for the dissertation, and they must also understand that whatever information they choose to share will only be used for statistical analysis. A copy of the research dissertation will also be provided to each participant so they may see what they have contributed to if requested. The research will not reveal any personal information about any of the participants.
Data Collection Method 3.2
The sampling method that will be used in the research is snowballing. This is mainly due to the way in which the research will be conducted via email. The reason for this is because it is the most effective way to gain a study population, and as the research topic is sensitive, snowballing is an ideal sampling method (Naderif, et al., 2017). If the research were to be asked to non-specific groups, the knowledge and understanding of the actions involved would be unknown to persons not serving as police officers resulting in inaccurate data being collated.
The data collection process will consist of constructing and sharing via email, a questionnaire using Microsoft office to a professional group of 20 – 30 participants. This method is convenient, it saves time and ensures a high return rate having been sent to the participant directly. The respondents can complete the questionnaires at their own leisure. 
The researcher will collate all the answers to obtain an understanding if the aims of this research are practical and relevant Louis Cohen highlights the benefits of research and data collected through questionnaires, they offer benefits of standardized and open responses incorporating a range of topics from a large group. Questionnaires are a cost effective and reliable tool, quick and easy for the candidate to complete, (Cohen, et al., 2017). 
The quantitative data will be utilised in this research alongside qualitative data as the questionnaire not only will seek to obtain direct answers that can be counted to understand what current strategies are being used, there will also be the option to elaborate and explain the intent on whether actions are having a positive or negative outcome (Abuhamda, et al., 2021).
As the questionnaires will be submitted via email, there is a possibility that the participants may not respond, or the research will conclude on fewer responses than expected. Many respondents may not wish to participate due to the sensitivity and intrusion on their working practice or participants may not trust the anonymity.
The option to obtain quantitative and qualitative data via the questionnaire is imperative as it will allow the researcher to obtain an understanding via the views of the participant as to why safeguarding actions are or are not sufficient from the option to explain their views (Bryman & Cramer, 1996).
The qualitative data will provide an understanding of the frequency officers deal with calls related to domestic violence and obtain a percentage of officers managing the investigation utilising the correct level of safeguarding (Acharyya & Bhattacharya, 2019). 
