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Module Co-ordinator/Lecturer: Alison Rees-Edwards



How to contact: 
 

Email: a.rees-edwards@uwtsd.ac.uk 








Module Aims:

The aims of the module are:

To introduce the concept of children and young people’s rights, to consider contemporary research and practice concerning children and young people’s rights and to understand the legislative and policy context in Wales around children and young people’s rights

Learning Outcomes:

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· understand children and young people’s rights in a variety of educational contexts and situations;
· demonstrate an awareness of children and young people’s rights and responsibilities in current legislation, policy and practice;
· describe barriers and issues that may arise when implementing policy and practice around children and young people’s rights.


Teaching and Learning Strategy 

The module aims to maintain a balance between the theory and practice of education through a range of strategies. Discussion, lecture, group work and self-directed study are used to meet this need. Tutorials also give the students the opportunity to discuss relevant issues and to gain individual, formative feedback regarding their work and assignment. 

The sessions for this module will consist of face to face lectures, synchronous learning and asynchronous activities.  The lectures will give students the opportunity to develop the skills of careful listening, reflecting, summarising and analysing.  They will cover the major theories, debates and areas of research critical to the module.

The tasks and reading provided need to be completed in order to support your knowledge and understanding of the topics covered in this module. It is vitally important that students study the reading and complete these tasks as they will be used in the seminar. The strategies in this module have been selected on the basis that they will not only help you to learn but provide models for different approaches to learning.






Teaching and Learning Tools 

Moodle 

This is our central repository for all module materials you will need for this module. Please ensure that you check this regularly. 
Microsoft Teams 

This is the platform we will use to support your online learning with us. All students have access to Teams as part of their Office 365 student subscription and module tutors will allocate you into a team ahead of you beginning your studies with us on the module. We will use this primarily for any synchronous online teaching sessions as well as for any online tutorials or additional apps we would like you to have access to. We may also use the chat function of Teams to communicate with you and we also encourage you to use this as a way of peer support also.  

MODULE SCHEDULE 

	Wythnos/
Week
	Sesiwn /
Session
	Pwnc
	Topic

	1
	1
	Cyflwyniad ac Asesiad
	Introduction and Assessment

	
	2
	Pam fod hawliau gan blant a phobl ifanc?

	Why do children and young people have rights? 


	
	3
	Y Ffordd Cywir – Dull Cymru

	The Right Way – Wales’ Approach 


	2
	ASYNCH
	Darllen – gweler Moodle
	Reading – See Moodle

	
	4
	Siaradwr Gwadd – Aelod o dim Comisiynydd Plant Cymru (i’w gadarnhau)
	Guest speaker – Child Commissioner of Wales team member (tbc)

	
	5
	Ysgolion Sy’n Parchu Hawliau
	Rights Respecting Schools

	
	6
	Diogelu
	Safeguarding 

	3
	ASYNCH
	Hawliau yn y Cwricwlwm i Gymru 2022
	Rights in the Curriculum for Wales 2022

	
	7
	Hawliau a Bwlio
	Rights and Bullying

	
	8
	Rhwystrau
	Barriers

	
	9
	Tiwtorialau
	Tutorials

	
	ASYNCH
	Cynllunio ar gyfer tiwtorial asesiad
	Plan for assessment tutorial





Please note: All materials for the sessions will be available via Moodle (Please familiarise yourself with these before and after each session), online teaching sessions will take place via TEAMS

MODULE ASSESSMENT:

Assessment Component 1 – 100%

·  Essay – (3000 words)
· 
Discuss how a ‘rights-based approach’ is embedded within education contexts in Wales through legislation and policy.

· Suggested structure

· Introduction
A brief overview of the significance or a rights-based approach in education. An introduction to the Welsh context and Welsh legislative and policy framework.
Definitions of terms used eg what are children’s rights? What is a rights based approach?

· Main Body 
1. Discuss some key legislative milestones (e.g. Children and Families (Wales) Measure 2010, which places a duty on Welsh Ministers to have regard to the UNCRC when making decisions that affect children and young people)
Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 strengthens the incorporation of children's rights into Welsh law.
The Curriculum for Wales reflects a rights-based approach by emphasising the holistic development of learners and promoting their rights to participate in decisions that affect their learning experiences.
You may wish to refer to the Education Reform Programme in Wales which aims to create an education system that not only delivers academic excellence but also nurtures the well-being and rights of learners.
Demonstrate how these can promote and safeguard the rights of children and young people throughout their educational journey.
Aim to discuss a few examples in greater depth rather than refering superficially to more examples.
2. Identify some of the challenges of embedding a rights-based approach within education settings in Wales. Do not try to include all examples below. Choose those areas that are key to your overall argument.

· Resource allocation: limited funding and competing priorities may hinder the allocation of resources necessary to fully support initiatives aimed at promoting and safeguarding children and young people’s rights..

· Policy implementation: translating legislation into effective policies and practices at the setting level can be challenging. Ensuring consistent, implementation across diverse settings requires clear guidance, training and monitoring.

· Capacity building: educators and other stakeholders may require additional training and support to understand how to effectively implement a rights-based approach within their practice

· Cultural and structural barriers: resistance to change and promoting inclusive practices that respect the rights and dignity of all learners; addressing deeply embedded cultural norms, attitudes and barriers that can perpetuate inequality and discrimination.

· Monitoring and evaluation: establishing robust mechanisms for monitoring progress and evaluating outcomes can be challenging, particularly where responsibilities are shared among multiple stakeholders across every setting. 

• IMPORTANT: develop your points through clear links to a range of theoretical frameworks, robust sources e.g. journal articles and examples of effective practice.

•Conclusion

Bring your points together to identify how a rights-based approach is being incorporated through legislation and policy within educational contexts in Wales to create an enabling environment where children's rights are respected, protected and fulfilled.



Reading:

It is important to remember that you are reading for a degree in education. The more you read, the more the concepts and ideas will make sense to you. Teaching sessions are not exhaustive; they are designed to provide you with an insight into a particular aspect of the topic and will not give you all the answers. It is up to you as a student to maximise your learning experience by reading around the subject in addition to regular attendance in class. 
In addition to this, you may be asked to come to sessions having read particular material or having undertaken certain tasks. When this occurs, it is essential that this is done. 






INDICATIVE READING LIST

	Module Code
	ECES4014

	Module Title
	Respecting Children and Young People’s Rights in Wales

	Classification
	Reading List Entry
	Electronic

	Essential
	Murphy, A. and Waters-Davies, J. (2022) The Children’s Rights Approach to Early Childhood Education: Policy and Context in Wales. In: Conn, C. and Murphy, A. (Eds) (2022) Inclusive Pedagogies for Early Childhood Education: Respecting and Responding to Differences in Learning. Taylor & Francis.
	☒

	Essential
	Smith, E. (2012) Key Issues in Education and Social Justice. London: Sage.
	☒

	Further
	Alderson, P (2008) Young children's rights: exploring beliefs, principles and practice. London: Jessica Kingsley
	☒

	Further
	Cleaver, H., Cawson, P., Gorin, S. & Walker, S. (2009) Safeguarding children: a shared responsibility. London: NSPCC.
	☒

	Further
	Jones, P. & Walker, G. (2011) Children’s Rights in Practice. London: Sage
	☒

	Further
	Kanyal, M. (2014) Children's rights 0-8: promoting participation in education and care Abingdon: Routledge
	☒


  

Additional Material
Students will be directed towards current publications as they become available and towards appropriate electronic resources.
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