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RECAP FROM PREVIOUS OVERVIEW
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RECAP FROM PREVIOUS OVERVIEW

In our previous session we covered the annotated bibliography.


The annotation should describe, summarise, evaluate and clarify your source and your 
position in relation to that source.
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY BREAKDOWN

An annotated bibliography provides your evaluation of a source and how it will work for you and your 
project. It is 1-2 paragraphs long and includes the following:


1. Summary

-What is the resource about?

-What arguments does the author use? How do they support the arguments?


2. Evaluation

-Are the author’s arguments convincing?

-What are the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments?


3. Connection

-How does this resource help you? How is it useful for your research? How does it fit in with 
other resources you are using?

-What additional questions does it raise?
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EXAMPLE 1: ANTHOLOGY BOOK 

SUMMARY:

Charles Merewether’s The Archive (2006) is a comprehensive 
compendium of essays and statements that touch upon the 
connection between archivisation and art. Therefore, 
Merewether’s compilation of texts refers to a wide range of 
approaches – with contributions from artists, philosophers, 
photographers, and art historians including: Susan Hiller, Paul 
Ricoeur, Walid Raad or Benjamin H. Buchloh among others – 
in relation to the acts of accumulating, storing and recovering 
information. The book is divided in four sections: ‘Traces’, 
‘Inscriptions’, ‘Contestations’ and ‘Retracings’. The first one 
‘Traces’ deals with the perceptions that events and 
experiences always leave behind them by means of their 
index. 


EVALUATION:

Even though the selection of texts in this book does not deal 
directly with photography, nonetheless we can establish 
similarities between their reflections and the relationship of 
photography and/or the archive.


CONNECTION:

Merewether’s book is significant because it provided me with 
an initial general framework for my investigation.
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SESSION OVERVIEW

Today we will cover the thesis structure and some useful tips.


Then, we will briefly cover presentation and time for questions as well.
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AIM OF THE SESSION

To introduce the thesis structure as a guideline to write your own independent project.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

- To identify the key components of a thesis structure.

- Learners should be able to apply the thesis structure to their own independent 

project/thesis.
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THESIS STRUCTURE

- Do you know the components of a thesis structure?
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WHAT IS A THESIS?

Typically, a dissertation will enable you to present your findings in response to a question 
that you propose yourself.
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THESIS STRUCTURE - WRITING COMPONENT

We have seen that one of the purposes of your thesis is to present a reasoned argument in 
a clear and structured way. 


But what structure or ‘standard’ can we use when it comes to write your thesis?
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THESIS STRUCTURE

The thesis should be organised in the following format: 


1. Title page 

2. Abstract (approximately 300 words, on a separate page)

3. List of contents

4. List of figures

5. AI acknowledgment declaration

6 . Introduction

7. Body of the Thesis - Chapters

8. Conclusion

9. List of references

10. Appendix
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2. ABSTRACT

They are typically between 250 – 300 words long, offer a summary of the main findings 
and present the conclusions, so you should attempt to write an abstract, after you have 
finished writing your thesis.


An abstract is basically a summary of your thesis where you state its relevance, and it 
should contain the what, why, who, where and how of your project.

 

A typical abstract summarises: 

What your thesis aimed to achieve?  

What is the motivation behind your research?

Why the research is important?

Who/what was researched?
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2. ABSTRACT

An abstract is a summary of your thesis and it should include: background, aims and 
objectives, outcomes and significance of the project.
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2. ABSTRACT
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2. ABSTRACT
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3. LIST OF CONTENTS

The table of contents should list all the items included in your dissertation. Include a list of 
chapter titles and their commencing page numbers.


It is a good idea to use the electronic table of contents feature in Word to automatically 
link it to your chapter headings and page numbers. Attempting to manually create a table 
of contents means that you will have to adjust your page numbers every time you edit your 
work before submission, which may waste valuable time!  
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3. LIST OF CONTENTS
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4. LIST OF FIGURES

These should be listed using appropriate referencing format, but in order of appearance 
and showing page numbers where they are placed in the thesis.
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4. LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS/FIGURES
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5.  AI ACKNOWLEDGMENT DECLARATION

Please note that for this assignment you can only use AI for research, structure, 
proofreading and programming.


With all submissions you need to include an AI acknowledgement.


For instance if you have not used AI to complete this assignment you need to include the 
following:


AI ACKNOWLEDGEMENT DECLARATION 
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. 

I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. 

I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may 
be asked to provide in evidence.
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5.  AI ACKNOWLEDGMENT DECLARATION

If you have used AI  please include the following:


AI ACKNOWLEDGEMENT DECLARATION 
Basic Acknowledgement format of AI tool use

I acknowledge the use of [AI Tool] [(AI Tool url)] on [Date] to [Purpose my work]. I used the 
prompt(s):

1. [Prompt]

2. [Prompt]

3. [Prompt]

I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have 
copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools 
which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
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5.  AI ACKNOWLEDGMENT DECLARATION

Example 1:

I acknowledge the use of Grammarly (https://www.grammarly.com/) on 10 February 2025 
to check my work using the prompt(s):

1. Please check the following text for readability, grammar and syntax.

I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have 
copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools 
which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
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6. INTRODUCTION

The introduction explains the how, what, where, when, why and who of the 
research. It introduces the reader to your thesis and should act as a  clear guide as to what 
it will cover. 


Normally, the introduction is roughly  10% of your thesis word count. 
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6. INTRODUCTION
Summary of the project. It should cover the following:


*Statement of aims and objectives

*Articulation of research questions

*Hypothesis/thesis statement or argument (derived from the research question[s])

*Centrality and relevance to the topic

*Current practice and knowledge in the area - brief outline background as well as 
context of practice and context of theory

*The project’s relationship to current practice and knowledge - for example will it extend 
critique, reappraise what has already been done or is known

*Indication of gap/need for your research - rationale and statement outlining significance 
of the research and why the research is worth doing

*Brief outline of materials, methods and conceptual frameworks and justification for 
applying these - include definition of terms where appropriate

*Outline of content of chapters
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6. INTRODUCTION

The introduction may include the following content: 


Introduce the topic of the thesis 
-State why the topic is of interest. 

-Give background information on the subject. 

-Refer to the main concepts/ideas in the field.


Identify the scope of your research  
-Demonstrate what you seek to investigate, and why. 

-Present the aim of the thesis. 


Indicate your approach   
-Introduce your main argument (especially if you have a research question, rather than 
hypothesis). 

-Outline the dissertation structure (introduce the main points that you will discuss in the order they 
will be presented). 
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6. INTRODUCTION
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6. INTRODUCTION
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6. INTRODUCTION
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7. BODY OF THE THESIS - CHAPTERS
This will vary but is usually consist of three to four chapters or sections. The titles of these chapters 
can reflect the major themes related to the project.


Section One:

*Locate the research in the field of practice. Consider at the outset, which artists will be used to 
contextualise your argument. This section involves reviewing both literature on practices as well 
as direct engagement with actual examples of create practice - exhibitions, artefacts.


*Elaborate details of material, methods and approaches of past and current practices as they 
relate to the project.


*Explain how the studio inquiry might challenge or extend contemporary and other practices 
and show how the research undertaken will fill a gap or extend knowledge and practice in the 
field.


*It is important to refer to artistic practice and its contribution to knowledge in the area of 
concern rather than to privilege theory.
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7. BODY OF THE THESIS - CHAPTERS

Section Two:

This chapter outlines of the context of theory. It should locate the studio enquiry in the field of 
theory through literature review. It should also outline conceptual frameworks and philosophical 
or discursive paradigms that provide a context for the studio work as well as a model for 
analysing and assessing the significance of the outcomes of there research as practice. 
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7. BODY OF THE THESIS - CHAPTERS

Section Three:

This should include discussion of the studio process. It is important to identify significant 
moments and breakthrough in there research process and elucidate what was revealed in those 
moments or how they allowed there researcher to advance the enquiry through practice.
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7. BODY OF THE THESIS - CHAPTERS

Section Four:

This section usually involves close reading, discussion and analysis of major work or outcomes 
of the project - creative writing, paintings to be exhibited etc.


It should focus on how the work demonstrates breakthrough, originality and discovery of new 
knowledge. The researchers can refer to artists discussed in the context of practice chapter and 
show how the work produced has extended the field, and provided new insights and 
understandings. Analysis will be informed by the theoretical paradigms and frameworks 
developed in the earlier part of the thesis.
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7. BODY OF THE THESIS - CHAPTERS

The chapters should present analysis and discussion of different themes relevant to your research 
question and support the overall argument of your thesis. The chapters will include analysis of texts/ 
research material.
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7. BODY OF THE THESIS - CHAPTERS

Stella Cottrell offers guidance on how to structure your chapters. Each chapter should have the 
following elements (Cottrell, 2014, p183): 


Theme: What is the theme of this chapter? Sequence your themes logically (e.g. from general to 
specific).  


Argument: What argument does this chapter present? 


Material: What material you will be using for this chapter? 


Clustering: What are the main points you want to make? Deal with one point at a time.


Sequence: In what order are you going to present the points you want to make in this chapter? 
Draw an outline of the chapter before starting writing it.   

Introduction and Conclusion: Each chapter should have a short introduction and conclusion. 
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8. CONCLUSION

The conclusion is the final chapter of your thesis. It should flow logically from the 
previously presented text; therefore, you should avoid introducing new ideas, or a new 
direction. 


Link your conclusion to your introduction as both frame your dissertation. 

A conclusion is roughly five to ten percent of the word count of the dissertation. 

Sum up the main points of your research.  


Ideally, the conclusion should leave the reader with a clear understanding of your thesis 
and the main ideas addressed in it.
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8. CONCLUSION

This section involves a summing up of outcomes, significance and applications of what 
has been revealed through the studio process. It can also point out limitations of the 
project and the degree to which directions that have been opened up for future research.
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8. CONCLUSION
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9. LIST OF REFERENCES

List of references, books, articles that you used in your research. Use Harvard 
Referencing for your list of references.


Please note that in the following example I am not using Harvard referencing system.
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9. LIST OF REFERENCES
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9.  LIST OF REFERENCES - CITATION AND 
REFERENCING

Citation and referencing should be comprehensive and consistent. Use Harvard 
Referencing System. As a student you get librarian support, student services writing skills. 
Use those resources.
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10.  APPENDIX

Attachments of additional material referred to in the exegesis can be included where it 
extends understanding of the research process.
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TIPS

-Clarity: have you expressed your ideas clearly?


-Avoid unnecessary jargon.


-It is basically about contextualising, demonstrating your knowledge of other practitioners 
that work in a similar way. It is as well about communicating the rationale behind what you 
are doing in relation to theories and the work of other practitioners.
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THESIS PRESENTATION

What a dissertation should look like?


-Theses shall normally be in A4 format, saved as a PDF document.


-The thesis shall be saved in a legible form, recommended typefaces Geneva, Helvetica 
and Arial, with the size of character used in the main text, including displayed matter and 
notes, normally in 12 point font size.


-Pages shall be numbered consecutively through the main text including photographs 
and/or diagrams included as whole pages.


-Double spacing shall be used in the typescript except for indented quotations or 
footnotes where single spacing may be used.


-The margins shall be 2.5 cm at each side.



45

WRITING A THESIS. SOME PROBLEMS, AND 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

-If the problem is related with unfamiliarity with different styles, especially academic. One 
way of addressing this is reading different styles. Work at understanding different 
conventions for different situations.


-If the problem is that you are not used to writing. Possible solutions include: reading and 
learning. Writing short pieces. Subdivide work into manageable sections.
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WRITING A THESIS. DOS AND DON’TS

Do…

-identify and discuss the relevant key ideas and practitioners on the topic;

-include as much up-to-date material as possible;

-check the details, such as how names are spelled;

-critically evaluate the material and show your analyses;

-use examples to justify your ideas and arguments;

-make yourself clear and coherent; explain why the topic is relevant.


Don’t…

-omit key ideas and practitioners or discuss core ideas without proper reference;

-include only outdated or old materials;

-misspell names or get date of publications wrong;

-use concepts to impress or without definition;

-be boring by using jargon, pretentious language and only description.
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WRITING A THESIS. GETTING GOING

Identify the scope of your research.


-Where are you sourcing your material: Books, journal accounts, exhibition catalogues?


-How are you framing your research geographically and temporally: national, 
international? What time frame are you covering? Specific and narrowing down 
research.


-Identify key themes, theories, and practitioners.
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QUESTIONS

Do you have a better understanding of the components of a thesis and their role in 
supporting your reasoned argument?
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FURTHER REFERENCES

https://www.onomatopee.net/exhibition/research-for-people-who-think-they-would-rather-create/
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FURTHER REFERENCES



51

FURTHER REFERENCES



THANK YOU

Estéfani Bouza: e.bouza-arnoso@uwtsd.ac.uk/ October 2026  


