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	Title of Dissertation: How Have Observable Characteristics & Behaviours of Water, and Human Interaction With Its Many Forms, Influenced Conceptualisations of the Divine 


	
Aims and Objectives
My aim with this proposed thesis is to textually research divine and metaphysical archetypes that seem to centre around water-imagery, and as such, to suitably explore water’s characteristics and humanity’s relationship with these observable traits; and the significance and consequences of this. The objective is to understand further the extent to which archetypes of divine and metaphysical conceptualisations were influenced by humanity’s connection to water, in order to provide contextual anthropological and ethnographic analysis for these religious archetypes, broadening knowledge in the sphere of comparative religion, and that of the assembly of ecology with spirituality.


	Proposal including Academic Rational 

It appears that there is somewhat of a scholarly accepted wisdom between scholars, such as Mircea Eliade, that elements of the culturally perceived divine have been reflected in perceptions and interactions with the ecology, like water. Eliade, in The Sacred and the Profane states that ‘the world is impregnated with sacredness’ (italics my own).[footnoteRef:1] Though poignant and quite beautiful, I believe this could be a not entirely unproblematic canonical stance. What if, rather, sacredness was impregnated by the world? With the example of water, having its traits and our interactions with it - differentiating culturally, and at times potentially even predating hominid conceptualisation of the sacred – being what influenced our consecrated understanding of the universe – including the architecture of the metaphysical, and our place within it; and consequently, any transpiring ritual, whether directly or indirectly involving water or oblations for that which has been inspired by it. [1:  ] 


I aim to research which of the aforementioned is true and to how great an extent. 

This thesis will delve into prior study into metaphysics derived from observable properties, such as works like Alex Oliver’s The Metaphysics of Properties,[footnoteRef:2] positing that entirely complex systems of metaphysics can originate from individual and co-operative observable properties.    [2:  Alex Oliver, ‘The Metaphysics of Properties’, Mind, vol. 105.417 (1996), p. 1-80) < https://www.jstor.org/stable/2254537> [accessed 8 May 2023].  
] 


It will provide leads to trace back to the possible origins of multiple religions’ thematic unity of metaphors pertaining to water and its character, reflected in imagery used as a way of describing the divine. Similarly, I will research whether there is more pervasiveness to this terminology compared with other elements, like fire and earth. This thesis therefore also has the opportunity to give additional rationale for religion’s metaphysical similarities in a Comparative Religion context.

Due to the nature of this proposed thesis being to somewhat clarify connective roots to some of the most fundamental holy cornerstones of certain religions’ (some extinct, others extant) cosmologies, it can enrich our empathy with and establish deeper connections with culture both past, present, and future. 

It will hopefully also weave together similarities between religious beliefs that have not been connected before.

This piece will also serve to further highlight humanity’s extensive relationship with water, and its with us, using material like Diana Delia’s The Refreshing Wates of Osiris,[footnoteRef:3] John Scott’s OUR HUMAN RELATIONSHIP WITH WATER: [3:  Diana Delia, ‘The Refreshing Waters of Osiris’, Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt, vol. 29 (1992), p. 181-190 <https://www.jstor.org/stable/40000492> [accessed 2 April 2023]. ] 

A NARRATIVE EXPLORATION OF INDIGENOUS WISDOM AND CRITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS,[footnoteRef:4] and An insight into the cultural and spiritual value of water by Danièle Dehouve.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  John Scott, OUR HUMAN RELATIONSHIP WITH WATER:
A NARRATIVE EXPLORATION OF INDIGENOUS WISDOM AND CRITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS, (California: California Institute of Integral Studies ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 2019) < https://www.proquest.com/openview/652495d3ba472c518b03dcaf4e3afa69/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y> [accessed 08 May 2023].]  [5:  Danièle Dehouve, ‘An insight into the cultural and spiritual value of water’, Ancient Mesoamerica, vol. 31.1 (Spring 2020) , p. 7 - 28
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956536118000056 [accessed 08 May 2023].
] 



	To which module/s of the MA does your topic relate?

The main two relevant modules are HPCA7014 Sacred Geography and the core HPCA7030 Ecology & Spirituality, but there will similarly be applicability to certain aspects of others such as HPCA7027 Cosmology, Magic & Divination. 


	What essays or research projects have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the title of the essays and say how they relate to your topic. 

A Critical Comparison of Two Secondary Sources – in which I compared Eliade and Durkheim’s views on sacred space and why a space becomes sacred, and whether there is inherent sacredness to certain kinds of spaces. This is clearly pertinent to the dissertation with the nature of the sacred being discussed, and similarly, the idea of a certain type of space (ie. A water-space, such as a river or ocean) having an innate or imbued sacredness. 

Essay Based On A Sky Journal: Examining The Degree Of Separation Between Myself & The Moon Through Visually Impaired Haiku spiritual 
· This is relevant to this dissertation because in both this essay and my proposed thesis, I talk about the effect of gazing at natural phenomena (here, the moon) on a person’s thoughts, especially the mystical, and creativity. What greater example of this than the conceptualising of the divine discussed in the topic of this dissertation.

Does Extraordinary Experience Play A Role In Establishing A Relationship With Nature?
· This is relevant to this dissertation due to its essay theme being both ordinary and extraordinary experiences’ effects establishing connections, and humanity’s relationship with nature and the formative links. This can be useful when understanding humanity’s relationship with the divine and its formation. 

HPCA7023’s essay 1 in which I critically compared Bird-David’s Animism Revisited: Personhood, Environment and Relational Epistemology (1999) and Harrild & Luke’s 2020 article An evaluation of the role of mystical experiences in transpersonal ecopsychology in Transpersonal Psychology Review.
· This is relevant to this dissertation because how one views the self within the ecology and the ecology in relation to the self is a metaphysical awareness resulting in further archetypal construction. Similarly, Bird-David ascertains in her piece that for some so-called animistic cultures, like the Nayaka of India, the self is part of the ecology and the ecology is part of the self, and that these are intertwined so tightly as to render them inseparable. As such, this seems to suggest some level of prospect that our most essential belief systems and models are similarly entangled with the natural world.


	Methodology

I propose that this dissertation will be library/text-based in its research methodology, with special attention paid to sacred texts with their valuable descriptions of sacred understandings of the universe, with more emphasis likely placed on the mythology of earlier religions. 



	Short Introductory Bibliography: 1. Secondary Sources (Scholarly Works)
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Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

The Rig Veda, trans. by Wendy Doniger (London: Penguin Books, 1981).

The Upanishads, trans. by Eknath Easwaran (California: Nilgiri Press, 2007), 2nd edition.
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	Time Schedule:
An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 
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Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – NO
(This will only be relevant if you are undertaking qualitative research)

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES


The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  

Signed : ……………………………………………………..Module Tutor

Date:……………………………………………………



Please return this draft form to your dissertation supervisor. Your supervisor will send the form to the Module Tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes who will contact you when it is approved.



Guide to Filling out Your Proposal
 
Please complete the form and submit it your designated supervisor for feedback who may also circulate it for comment to other members of the MA staff with relevant expertise. 

Upon acceptance by your supervisor he/she will then send it to the Dissertation Module tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes. Once received it will be checked by Dr. Nicholas Campion and the Dissertation Tutor and you and your supervisor will receive notice back of either the proposal’s acceptance or a request for clarification. 

This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.

You must insert footnotes in the text as these will both let us know you are on the right track and assist your preparations.


Title. 
State your title as clearly as possible. 

Aims and Objectives
Outline the aims and objectives of your research project.  An aim is the research that you aim to do. An objective is the information that you wish to find out. 

For example:

‘My aim is to interview people concerning beliefs in astrology’ 

‘My objective is to gather evidence concerning beliefs in astrology and to compare these to previous scholarship, in order to understand astrologers’ religious affiliations.’

or ‘

‘My aim is to measure celestial orientations at a sacred site’

‘My objective is to establish whether there are such celestial alignments, what they are and consider their cultural context.’

Your aim and objective will be particular to your project.



Proposal including Academic Rational 
This section includes your research proposal. 
In this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research in previous scholarship? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You should include relevant references.  Please limit to 400 words. 


Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please make full use of eBooks and journals in the University library and give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your proposal section. 

Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary Sources 
This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. 

If your research is field-work based your major primary sources are your own data, gathered through your own research in the field. Be aware that there may be limited primary texts sources. The text primary sources may be limited or non-existent.  

Methodology:
How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, (a) library/text based and historical or (b) fieldwork (for example, qualitative research, interviews, questionnaires, participant observation, site survey, archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology). 

If you are conducting library/text based and historical research, then simply state so here. You will not need a methodology section in your Dissertation. However, you will be expected to understand issues such as the reliability of the primary and secondary sources which you use.

If you are conducting fieldwork, then you will need a Methodology section in your dissertation. 

If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews or questionnaires, please say something on this form about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed. 

If you are using site survey and/or archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology, then state what sites and methods you will be using.

Support your chosen methodology with references. 
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