Usability Engineering Tutorial: Digital History systems 

· Find the article ‘Sharing and Building Digital Group Histories’ by Shen et al  on the ACM Digital Library site.

· What were the views provided for users?

· What were the user problems anticipated by the team?
 

· Next, look at the article ‘Local Histories in Global Digital Libraries: 
Identifying Demand and Evaluating Coverage
· What are the problems identified in providing local history coverage?

· Look at an archive website, such as the British Library, the British History resource, the Smithsonian Museum and the BBC Timeline

http://www.bl.uk/

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/

http://www.si.edu/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/timelines/british/index_embed.shtml

· What methods are available for searching the archives?  For example what methods could be used to find:
	 	the Diamond Sutra from the 9th century on the British Library site?
		the Hajj certificate from the 15th century on the British Library site?
		The 1840 map of Cardiff from the British History site?
		A daguerreotype of the 12th US president from the Smithsonian site
		What event led to the start of the First World War in 1914 (BBC 			Timeline)?
		
	
· What problems would you expect with digital history systems, and how might these be prevented?
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